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Paradigm of Thai Investigative News in Digital Journalism Era
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Abstract

T his research applies the term ‘paradigm’ - which conceptually is a set of thought
patterns, methods, and perspective towards a perception of reality - to the examination of investigative
news in Thailand. In-depth interview with thirty-eight leading news professionals and news media
specialists as well as the so-called ‘citizen journalists’ from seven Facebook Fan Pages was conducted.
Additionally, content analysis of nineteen award-winning investigative news coverage between 2014
and 2019 was also employed. Findings show that the paradigm of Thai investigative news regarding
principles, ideologies, and approaches immensely transform from what they have been. There has been
a huge decline in a number of investigative news content produced and disseminated by mainstream
news organisations. This situation, as a consequence, degrades the perceived role as a watchdog and
the appreciation of social responsibility theory among journalists. Moreover, the agenda-setting function
which has been noticeably accredited to mainstream news media is challenged by that of alternative
journalism in the digital social platforms where everyone can spread information and become a
journalist, while, at the same time, the mainstream ones are struggling in profit and do their best for

business survival.
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