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Abstract

Thailand’s first community radio station signed
on the air without a license in 2001. This station
and some 7,000 others that have joined it since
then, continue to broadcast programs even though
threatened with closure by succeeding governments.
In June 2009, the government finally prepared to
launch a license-making process, offering an interim
procedure that would provide community radio
operators a temporary license valid for 300 days.
At the present, these temporary licenses have been
extended with no clear plan for issuance of valid
permanent licenses. The new telecommunication and
broadcasting law of December 20, 2010 will give
birth to a new set of regulators The National
Broadcasting and Telecommunications Commission
that will supervise these community radio stations.
Adding to the uncertainty, only a few hundred
stations have maintained their nonprofit status. The
rest have operated purely as commercial enterprises,

and some have even been used as political tools.
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Such conditions are inconsistent with their roles as

community radio stations.
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