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Abstract

The research of communication and identities of
elderly in travel context aims to broaden a study of the
elderly into new perspective. Travel and tourism contexts
provide a challenging space for the elderly to communicate
their identities since the elderly have to overcome many
obstacles in order to go to a travel space. The objectives of
this study are to study and to compare the communication
and identities of elderly before, between and after
traveling including, to examine travel behaviors and
meaning of travel experience. This qualitative research
employed hermeneutic phenomenology as a methodology.
The respondents were the elderly who 60 years old who

had travel experience at least once a year. They were

selected by using purposive sampling method. In-depth
interview and participant observation were used in
collecting data from 90 participants.

The results reveal that communication and
identities of the elderly before, between and after
traveling are both similar and different. The elderly can
be categorized into three groups: 1) the elderly who
depends on their family or friends to manage the trip for
them, 2) the elderly who can partly manage a trip by
themselves and still depends on family, and, 3) the strong
elderly who can organize a trip by themselves. Before
travel, the elderly have to prepare themselves such as
seeking information, and preparing their physical and
mental health and money. The seniors who have strong
identities are more ready to travel than other groups.
For seniors who are weak have to depend on family
and friends as a capital and motivation to travel. Travel
and tourism are the space for contesting, negotiating,
reproducing, reconstructing and changing the identities
for the seniors. The seniors communicate their
identities in multifaceted ways. After traveling, most
of them communicate their travel experience with their
family. They view their travel experience in positive
way. Travel space in this context demonstrates that the

elderly try to convey their strong identities.

Key words : Communication, Identity, Travel Experience,

Elderly
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