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Phayao Community TV, the Social Network, the Discourses of Media

Reform and the Discursive Practice

Abstract

Laws and regulations of broadcasting frequencies in Thailand have been
changing since 1997 until 2007. The Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand, B.E.
2550 (2007) specifies that the transmission frequencies for radio or television,
broadcasting and telecommunication are national communication resources and
public interest. Its consequences brought in an Act on Organization to Assign Radio
Frequency to regulate the Broadcasting and Telecommunications Services, B.E. 2553
(2010). The act states that the three sectors of spectrum ownership must consist of

government sector, business sector and community sector. (Phattar Burarak, 2014: 1)

The first victory of the community sector after media reform in Thailand was to
own transmission frequencies for radio and operate radio stations known as
community radio in accordance to the spirit of the constitution. However, the absence
of clear regulation and monitoring led to a lack of control over community radio
stations. Moreover it caused a negative image for the community sector owning the

spectrums in the last decade.

The government sector is not confident in the community sector’s ability to
own radio frequency. Yet it still aims to reduce the monopoly of government sector and
business sector by creating an alternative media to expand the concept to a new
communication channel in the digital age known as "Community TV". Meanwhile, the
National Broadcasting and Telecommunications Commission (NBTC) has a plan to

switchover from analogue to Digital TV. The expected implementation is the end of

Keywords: Community TV, Discourse, Discursive Practice, Social Network
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