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Community Communication: Past, Present and Future
Abstract

This article reveals the development of community communication studies. In
the case of the physical space of community, especially rural community,
development communication scholars focus on how to use communication for rural
development. In the past, these scholars emphasized Western-inspired modernization
with a centralization of the state. Today, they have shifted their interest to media
dependency and self-reliance with a participatory communication of people in rural
communities. As for the imagined community, the article pays attention to an
imagination of how people gather and construct mental spaces; for example, a space
of fan club, a diasporic community, a virtual or cyber community. In this way, the
paper makes visible an adaptation and change both in the physical reality and in the

academic theoretical world.
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