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The Communication of Sacred Beliefs as Pop Culture on Social
Media among Gay and Transgender Women
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Abstract

This qualitative study explored the communication of sacred beliefs
as pop culture among gays and transgender women spiritual service providers.

Nine participants were recruited through purposive sampling. Data
collection included in-depth interviews, as well as textual analysis and
content analysis of social media platforms used by participants and their
followers’ feedback. John Fiske’s concept of popular culture guided the
study.

The results indicated that participants’ identity of gay or transgender
woman positively contributed to their ability to connect and build rapport
with their followers. In the process of communicating sacred beliefs as pop
culture, participants analyzed the followers’ basic information and their needs
through social media tools. The communication of sacred beliefs manifested
in two dimensions: the meaning dimension and practice dimension. The study
also revealed that the numerous followers further innovate on these sacred

beliefs, incorporating them into fashion, hereby enhancing the sacred belief in
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terms of spiritual and marketing dimensions. The enduring relevance of these

sacred beliefs in the modern society is anticipated.
Keywords: Gay, Transgender Woman, Sacred Belief, Pop Culture, Social Media
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