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The Concept of Temples that Meet the Community’s

Demand in Thai Society*

Phramaha Khwanchai Kittimethi (Hemprapai)**

Phramaha Pornchai Sirivaro, Asst.Prof.Dr.***

Abstract

The objective of this article is to examine the concept of
temples and their satisfaction of the community’s needs in Thai
society through documentary research. The study finds that temples
in Buddhism are shelters for Buddhist monks, places to perform
religious rituals and activities, as well as to develop one’s spirituality.
Temples are born out of the faith of the laity, who accommodate
the Buddhist monks’ necessary requirements for calmness and

serenity. At the same time, such arrangement allows the laity to
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conveniently sustain the monks. Presently, temples have been
developed into the communities’ centers of education, of religious

activities, as well as of support for social governance.

Temples that seek to satisfy individuals’ needs for material
and comfort tend to emphasize material prosperity, whereas
temples that seek to cultivate people’s spiritual needs tend to
focus on areas for relaxation for the sake of developing calmness
and simplicity. For the latter, material constructions are neither
opulent nor overshadowing nature. Temples that seek to satisfy
the community’s needs must be the center for help and for providing
both material and learning opportunities. In addition, such temples
must be developed along with the community: if social problems
arise, the temples must act as the center for their solution in order to

yield peace and contentment to the society.

Keywords: Temples, communities’ needs, Thai society
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The Thai Translation of the Biography of
Kang Senghui in the Gaoseng zhuan (2):
Retribution for Sun Hao’s Disparaging

Acts against the Buddha Image

Maythee Pitakteeradham*
Piyaphon wongwarangkool**

Phonpimol srimork***

Abstract

The Gaoseng zhuan, or Lives of Eminent Monks, written
around 530 A.D. by the monk Huijiao, is one of the most important
works dealing with the history of Chinese Buddhism from 67-519 A.D.
The scripture contains 257 biographies of prominent monks as well
over 200 biographies of subordinate monks and upasakas. These
biographies are divided into ten categories, the first of which — the
one that contains 35 biographies of great contributors to translating
the Sutra — Huijiao placed great emphasis on. The authors attempt to

study one of the figures in this category, i.e. Kang Senghui, who lived
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in the Three Kingdoms period. Kang Senghui’s biography was detailed
in the periods of two different rulers: 1) during the reign of Sun Quan,

and 2) during the reign of Sun Hao.

In this paper, the authors focus on the study and translation
of Kang Senghui’s biography during the reign of Sun Hao. The study
finds that Kang Senghui faced a crisis because the court sought to
suppress Buddhism which was slighted by Sun Hao. As a retribution
for his disparaging acts against the Buddha Image, Sun Hao opened
his mind to listen to Kang Senghui’s sermon about the Law of Karma.

He eventually became a supporter of Kang Senghui and Buddhism.

Keywords : Kang Senghui, Gaoseng zhuan, Sun Hao
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An Analysis of the Reasoning and Inquiry regarding

Beliefs in the Kalama Sutta

Winchana Mopattamthai*

Abstract

The Buddha spoke to the Kalama people about the 10
principles of when not to immediately believe something, and
showed the principles of reasoning and inquiry in this teaching.
The aim of this paper is to find and study the essence of these
reasoning principles. From an analysis about the reasoning found
in the Suttantapitaka, Anguttara Nikaya, Tiknibat in the section on
Great Items, the Kesaputti Sutta Dharma discourse to the Kalama
people in the Kesaputti village, it was found that the essence of the
principles that the Buddha taught centered on (1) The question of
which phenomenal states had merit and which were sinful. Which
had negative consequences, and which did not. Which should be
reprimanded, which should be praised. Which causes suffering, and
which causes happiness. The causes that lead to suffering are greed,
anger, delusion, stubborn pride and misconception. The causes that

lead to happiness are non-greed, absence of anger, seeing clearly,
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kornrajavidyalaya University. E-mail : winchanaOO7@gmail.com
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absence of greed, non-exploitation, being in the Four sublime states
of mind, having mahakata, having the effective means to attain
successes. (2) The principles of reasoning that the Buddha used to
explain the wisdom of knowing when not to believe, relied on the
Dharma of associating with a virtuous person, the Dharma about
taking advice from a wise person, the Dharma of thinking thoroughly
and carefully. This involves thinking the right way and seeing all things
using careful consideration, tracing to the origins, finding all the causes,
seeing distinctions, and seeing things in their actual states and
relations. Another principle is the Dhammanudhammapatipatti
[Devata Suttal, the set of dharmas which lead to enlightenment of
the world or to the extinction of passion. (3) The discerning nature
used in choosing the right principle in thinking, according to the Dharma
of thinking thoroughly and carefully, is the practical part of the 10

“refrain from immediately believing” principles.

This paper gives examples from the suttas in the Tripitaka in
order to show by analysis the mindfulness that we can bring to bear
on a state of awareness, where we can control heart and mind and
all things involving body speech and mind. Then only, will we not be
careless in using wisdom, because belief without proper discernment

can lead to the path of deep sin.

Keywords: Kalama sutta, Analysis, Reason, Principles of Inquiry, Beliefs
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Is Drinking Non-Alcoholic Malt Beverage by a Monk

in Violation of the Discipline?’

Pongsiri Yodsa*

Abstract

This article seeks to examine whether non-alcoholic malt
beverages, also commonly known as “non-alcoholic beer”, should
be considered an intoxicating drink, and if a monk consumes it,
would it be in violation of the Discipline? In early 2019 C.E,,
advertisements, news presentations, and invitations to sample a
non-alcoholic malt beverage of a certain brand during work, exercise,
or even while operating vehicles were rampant. It was claimed that

the beverage does not cause intoxication.

The research is divided into 3 parts: 1) studying information
on different types of intoxicating beverages in Ancient India, an era
contemporaneous with the time that Buddhism discussed the
prohibitionof monks from consuming alcoholic beverages in

Surapanavagga; 2) analyzing the text of the Vinaya that pertains to
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the consumption of intoxicating beverages; and 3) examining
relevant law articles in the Royal Thai Government Gazette - Excise
Act B.E. 2017

The study found that the production process of non-alcoholic
malt beverages is similar to that of rice-liquor in the Ancient Indian
tradition. Today, fermented alcoholic beverage made from rice is
called “beer”. The Excise Act does not categorize non-alcoholic
malt beverages as harmful to the human body or as impairing
conscience since they contain no alcohol or less than 0.5 degrees
of it. Yet the Vinaya Pitaka does not use intoxication but material
as the criterion for offence. Therefore, if a monk consumes a
non-alcoholic beverage, even a small drop at the tip of a grass leaf,
thinking or suspecting that it may be intoxicating, he is considered

to be in violation of the disciplinary rule and must be penalized.

Keyword : Sura, Meraya/Maireya, Non-Alcoholic Malt beverage,

Non-alcoholic beer
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