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Transference of Merit in Thai Life-Crisis Ceremony:

Significance and Contemporary Explanations*

Phramaha Anukul Ngaongam**

Sompornnuch Tansrisook (Advisor)***

Abstract

The article aims to study the idea of merit transference in
contemporary Thai life-crisis ceremony, using major literary pieces
from the Pali scriptures as well as contemporary Buddhist merit
transference ceremonies as reference. The scriptures used in
the study include the Tipitaka, its commentary, Milindapanha,
Maleyyadevattheravatthu, and Mangalatthadripant, while
contemporary merit transference ceremonies are conducted from
the ritual texts and the explanations of eight well-known Buddhist
monks. The study found that the Tipitaka contains accounts of
transference of merit to deities or dead relatives; in its commentary,

however, the transference of merit is regarded a part of merit

*  This article is the result of a thesis entitled “Transference of merit in
thai life-crisis ceremony: significance and contemporary explanations”

** M.A. Candidate, Master of Arts Program in Pali-Sanskrit and Buddhist
Studies. E-mail: anukul 123@hotmail.com

*** Lecturer, South Asian Language Section, Department of Eastern
Languages, Faculty of Arts, Chulalongkorn University
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making, in which the merit receiver must be informed. Merit
transference in Thai Buddhist ceremonies is performed during the
time that monks pray for rejoice (Anumodandkatha) and the
merit-maker devotes the deed to merit-receivers. Contemporary
monks’ explanations about merit transference share both common
and different features with those in the scriptures, i.e. some follow
the explanations found in the scriptures, some add details based on
their spiritual experience, and others deny the possibility of merit
transference as a consequence of their emphasis on other teachings.
These reflect the diversity of the belief about merit transference in
Thai society. In general, merit transference still plays a significant
role in Thai Buddhist ceremonies: it denotes a dedication of merit
to dead relatives, friends, past casualties, as well as all beings in
the world. As such, it may be considered as a kind of merit making

which is boundless and fruitful.

Keywords: Transference of merit, Thai life-crisis ceremony
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The Education according to Tzu Chi Buddhist
Organization: Concepts and Managements
of Chiang Mai Tzu Chi School*

Pitchayarat Hemnalai**

Abstract

This research article is of 3 objectives, namely, 1) to study
the history and concepts of the Buddhist Tzu Chi organization,
2) to study the concepts and educational management of Chiang Mai
Tzu Chi School, and 3) to analyze the concepts and educational
management of Chiang Mai Tzu Chi School. From the study, it was
found that Tzu Chi Buddhist Organization was founded by Master
Cheng Yen in 1966 in Taiwan. The Most important concept that
drives missions of the organization is the Bodhisattva ideal. In part
of the concepts and educational managements of Chiang Mai Tzu
Chi School, its educational philosophy are brahmaviharas or

Appamania (Metta, Karuna, Mudita and Upekkha). From the analysis

of concepts and educational managements of Chiang Mai Tzu Chi

* This article is a part of research entitled “The Education according to
Tzu Chi Buddhist Organization: Concepts and Managements of
Chiang Mai Tzu Chi School” funded by Faculty of Humanities and
Social Sciences, Burapha University. Data were collected during
2015-2016.

** Lecturer, Department of Religion and Philosophy, Faculty of Humanities
and Social Sciences, Burapha University. Email: aupitchism@gmail.com
Received January 6, 2020, Revised May 5, 2020, Accepted May 26, 2020
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School in four aspects, it was found that all four aspects are linked
to the concept of Bodhisattva. That is to say: 1) the students are like
“Little Bodhisattva”, 2) the teachers are like “Bodhisattva” 3) the
content may be comparable to “Upaya” (Skillful Means), a tool for
teaching the Dharma of Bodhisattva and a method used by “Little
Bodhisattva” for seeing truth, goodness, and beauty, and 4) the
teaching and learning processes are like “Bodhisattva-marga”

(the path of Bodhisattva).

Keywords: The Buddhist Tzu Chi Organization, Concepts and
Educational Managements, Chiang Mai Tzu Chi School
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ot1dun s asuluddsiuiieglifudumuin iosnndiuimnau
fAuyndenauInuInneudd vinukasfvddslaisuussnauiisnssule 9
LLazé’jﬂﬂQSLﬁmuLmﬁfh “Silalsiviey Suiuarbifn” (—aRM. — AR
) Tnevihumseldiienisusesisdingenisviauilionainmateuia
(Huang, 2009, p. 24)

3. Uszifnazanudunnveaansumsded

ﬁwuﬁﬁmmﬁétﬁaLgauiél%q;muiﬁﬂqﬁaﬁﬁ@q'«ﬁmu 30 AUTI
fueauRuiuay 5 wudliviu Ineveaauyniulunseuanlild I9aUseasd
iiethowdedennliuazuandiiudugUssmiunmmsannsaianuiie
dapalld oAty “Ruiiies 5 wudaansatieTinieuunyuels”
GREXTIEYPN, wnsvianseenluTdiessudey wiuﬁqm/imﬁﬁﬁmmﬁé
Rudpuldnediesdnimmsiedtusthadunensluiuil 24 fuieu A,
1966 (.61, 2509) (VussTINNTERNDEY, 2553, T1UseTRvesvinusssn
MsdiRadew) Adeserudou lneinnsfivvesesdng fe nsmeldidie
Fuanldarelumssnvmeuadmiuifinaunauidming fonnsi
seahndvsudnidndeandnusiazauasfewihsesinlilinuay 1 Adetu
uenantumaandndsinuduenmalinsiiemie denlfuazaeis
MINTEYYINAEINgG LU N1sinANuazeInt uveeInlikazingUae
lumiuue (Yao, 2012, p. 71)

Tula.a. 1978 (w.f. 2521) ssAnsnvsReddidodndussdnsiil

YuIaantazasagiisawiien lidnsvegaivilugeunsululdniu

ag9l3AnuuYIeIAnslasudunidn Aidisienuingeniuniniun
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vosadnInsdestinnnd1 1 Suwenliviusazdiomdedauldunnn
500 AU P95 A.A.1978-1985 (w.A.2521-2528) ferfutasiiosdns
wrsdedfnisudverslusaiiomarsionsslny uaziiuiinianyuan
YoILA NIy %aLﬁu'ﬁuﬁﬁﬁmmLa%mmamwgﬁaqqm"]mﬂmi’uaaﬂ
yavneddnyuandliifuisnuiulnvesesdnsnnsiod ldun tasenis
asslsamenunadedsasuduiuileUn.a 1978 (wa. 2521) (Yao, 2012,
pp. 71-72)

Y1 ABITUNTAS19TSINGUEVDIVINUSTTUNA5E LD B il
6'?'1'@Lﬁwuawi'mt,l,wimzmaaaﬂlﬂ%L’%ﬁJL%ﬁiﬁ%’ﬂﬁ’ﬂé\’%i’u waziilofinisadns
masaldumslusgusouinizyiliviiusssunasdis ad suanansoiiums
dhgngalmlFaznnanniuauinliiesdnsmsiedlévdinaduunsmans
wisillufign (Yao, 2012, p. 72) wafinmuaniie figugmansugia daau
waznsiilesvaslaniudnwiuludeslalranuaulalaseinisasnalsameiuia
vesasAnsNnsiododaunn Belunintulsaieuunndvesumiine1ds
Wi AldunTuiianuusyriulalasenisaenaned1eunnaunnasiiazann
Uﬁmﬂﬁﬁr;humﬁ?]ﬂsJuLLazammaamu%’mmQﬂﬂsaim%mﬁamqmmwwé
s o Tiurlsaneuiavesesdnswnsded (Yao, 2012, p. 73)

4. WUIAALAZAITNIVIIBIANITHNGABT

dmsuiatetl {WeuaznaINUIANLAZN1TNAVIDIANTNNG
203 lnsusnesndu 2 Widetoy laun 1) LWIRAYEILIANINVSIDT LAy
2) M3NIVRIDIANTNNTRRT T L T UILDTUIETI8aLLBUAYDLAAETITD

TUmuanau fesaludl
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4.1 WUIAAYDIDIANTNNGADT

4 ¥
U =<

23AnsNN5ZedTansvulugunuuvesyaiiznnsded d¥aiAud

¥
A A

“YallslunmasasIeinms 883”7 (The Buddhist Compassion Relief Tzu
Chi Foundation, Fif 3% A Fa R k4 26 265 26 564 ) mudoya
Tule.a. 2016 (wa. 2559) Gaflunszasusou 50 Jvesnsnoss esAns
wisdedfdtinmuainlu 56 UssnmaiilanswsUssinelnedie uay
faundnialanndn 10 duau Tlsmeiua 6 wisluliniu Taoufnw
faudseiutueyunauiaineds faniivguazandlnsimivung
Inguagdriinfinwaudousian vesinusssanasdiiadsunasyais
‘1/!‘1/1659?9]} (Tzu Chi Foundation, 2017, pp. 8-9)

a o 6

wuaAnd1Ayvetesansynsdedidulununinudaveviiy

v

N

a v @

555019156139188U TuNARRAUARINGENT dusunseunsAauIuniey
wszlnsdninfegideusisanungauiwasdayni srunalivdsiuias

U

Q

Prgmdeassndnivsuiliiuananunnduazazideaasnuluaugaiig
funanumnd wsylnena Jala eSutedviussanasdiiuinaug e
ynauilnddnnzedlusunssnidnilildogdosuuniesdluassanssd
mnudagludis snnauamnsoidulnddnfléviiu wuAnding
dnvaigiiddyfoniniiuanumnivesddu madiveniiulaluauynd
gNEIUNTBIEBY uazdosntsTiagthemdediauyndiy Selunddy
fauvsguesnunduauasnsilunnufvesdy 1ilesainitininmnausiis
fwnsnzsdelnddmnnzwuiiontu fanusndanuussouideddu
frnandelagdu \elemaliigpuldienud dnnsliededdu (msglnena
Sanla, 2550, w1 22-28) FIAINE1IVOVINUGIIUIANTELE LB EUTI
“Ugindnil laiflasfigulaisn. eudi Liflasidulidela. Tivdd liflas
fiaulailitese. livdnd luflasfiduliisawdedlals” oy 5339198
ey, 2553, Unlw)
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=

4.2 A135NAVDIBIANTNNSRBI

luthasudussdnsnmsiediinisfinunnsia (mission) ves83Ans
13 4 g laun 1) n1sAanisnea (charity, 2%3%) 2) MsAan1ssneImeuna
(medicine, BH%) 3) A1sNan1sAn® (education, (&) way 4) 21509
SausssusuRu (culture, A0 sieunldaenadfiudn 4 anu léun 5) n1sia
USINMNT5EnINeUsena (international relief, LR 5$) 6) n137aU3A
1mﬂiz@ﬂ (bone marrow donation, & #E1H%) 7) Asnag1aalAIyNYY
(community volunteerism, #t & T) wag 8) miﬁaﬂﬁm&%’ﬂﬁ?mmé’au
(environmental protection, #f#) (Tzu Chi Foundation, 2017, p. 7)
nsidunisians 8 Tundeutu Juludsduiafiin “wuiiesinumien
Aeduseswiniaudn” (WyztANLN v 1%tudn, Al nauaily LAEEIn
WESANUIY, 2550, U0 24) S18aLR8AURINITNILAATAIY ANUITOO5UNY
Tneduauldaaseluil

1) A1sAansnAa (Mission of Charity)

A5Ae° gruiiiidu Tt “aoununelidioruay deunuauli
sheile” (5@%, [1.U.4.]) “Educating the rich to help the poor; inspiring
the poor to realize their riches”) (Tzu Chi Foundation, 2009) D9ANT
wsdedtoiinanaaliumshaiiuguiian fasdfiuldnys fivesesdng
fiuduiunlddienisiatdeniseeniiuresaudngroduiietiomie

° pAnatven1sia 8 su Meillunmwnlnewaz nwdingy 9198 iuled

ynamsvesyaisded snifuunanisialivsngafnaiduniwilne fdeud
wsryluazutaduntulneies el asiulédn Tumshovtedu afnai
M lnedlananANNINAIINulAgATININAIBNYT WiKWeuAILY
patiudielyiFumuduaty
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fouthues dagiunisfianisnaalivetsausineg senliunme azwiuld
Nmstemdestediussdninmuesesdnsnmsiotiluiimaguaninudiy
aejnguonluaudsnisquansdala uenanifusuuuuresmstiewdofiiu
vislunsdianiduswiuluaufnisquassezenn Wunsfvsedululseme
laufsunuUssea fiddynisadldldifnnaumaundsumsanamei
Wit widatiunisgeusznednenimaafounisluslave sl
AnuABLaziAu LU TR ne

2) ANSAANITINWINYIUE (Mission of Medicine)

msfaduifidetyin “msguadnumenuiadiaswgasdad
A3819158” (EEL%‘EJ‘LJL‘fJU AuUa) “Patient-centered medical care that
respects patients as teachers” (Tzu Chi Foundation, 2009) 215713
Snwmerunaiedudnuilsnishafifufiugrudfgvesesdnsnmsied
Fausia phepunsEinAiIAnugnuliavnddydunilanainms
Fuldlethe waglumandufunsduldlihefiaummdfydiunilanain
ANUEINAUUTY YusTTINsdiudsuiiaginugdiheiivinunan
yunswg Fatuesdnsnmsdeddslaliaudidytuasiaiifuogiebs
TaoSudulud a.a 1972 (wa. 2515) annsilianddndnwineunas
dmsugonnly soumiusssnansedndulanzaiislsmenunaianysaiioy
Tuauudnasalull A, 1986 (W.6.2529) Jaqtudedilsmentia 6 uis
Tuléwiu wenand esdnsumsieddelimitounngindeuiidasoni
“GurANunngeadoIu1uaeiR” (Tzu Chi International Medical
Association — TIMA, [ 289 \ B&r) Aflaundnunnan 10,000 Aulu 15
Uszinerialan Paewmdeuayliuinsvisundausnnndy 2,800,000 aulu 50
Uszinaiialan (Tzu Chi Foundation, 2017, pp. 34-35) #iladdesnisia
ifgeginsiiminiilnddnideviomideduszauainunnd suldun

Y A

< [ Y a vua [ = 1 v 1 gj v
ﬂ'ﬂﬂJL"UUlﬁﬂU'ﬂﬁJ %ﬂQ‘UWMU'WWlﬂﬂ‘Ha'JUMWJWN 2UUBUOBUANU Glxﬂﬁﬂ,%

9
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Uimsegnadiuidsanudaruainin aueilsmeunadedlfenudidny
Jududuusnifenuaivasnnuduuywd uanainn1sliu3nisesns
ysannswiUIewad SalinsguagUlenignnusnuarALAn T atuayy
AudeINseTsLalLas I Snveddlmnuniuananen wa
Peguanuiueguesithetsoiilodnie

3) A1sNanN1sAn® (Mission of Education)

miﬁaﬁwwfﬁﬁwﬁmﬁ “Hagousnsey UULWZAMTITU” (303,
[1.4.4.]) “Educating children to be moral and upright” (Tzu Chi
Foundation, 2009) Lﬁaqmfmwviﬁfﬂﬁdﬂmm%’waummﬁﬁlﬁﬁuagjﬁ
nsafrsnusulvaifiiannudmuglufunmusssy esdnsnmsdedadli
Arwddyfunshaiidussnads Tasfinsadsansunmsfnulunnssdy
Faualsndouoyuia lsafoutszon Tsadeutfson neds luauds
sinedelan Vel Tnquszasdvesesdnannsied Aenslinisfing
fwilendn guagasssuauuanuazaugulunsiiaudeaas
Freanudessedndslusssumfvesyud fufuesdnsnmsdedadli
auddnfuynaulasldddafadond fausssy awivierau
amuﬁﬂwwaqaa%tﬂué’aaa’wé’muLgammﬁﬁmmqﬁuﬁ’umst,w'aﬁu
unsEssULUUNIIansAnudanarndufiaulauayidninaseantu
nsanweng o luldwiu sawvansunstansuwauldifiou 200 Ussne
ylan (WseLuwy ¥fiudin Sad NOWY WaggInN wasdruIm, 2550,
Wi 3)

4) N5NVIAUSTTUIUAIN (Mission of Culture)

AsAIUTIAITYI “ynruliseugusn assasneininsaiy
AeU” (203, [1.U.U.]) “Recording the examples of goodness and
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integrity for future generations” (Tzu Chi Foundation, 2009) m’iﬁﬁﬁf
whulufinslddelusunuusngg iewmeunsaunsaiuienuaza A
LazAIN 9aUsEneaNuinsuliAnuiuuAFTiTey nelure Ay
Toinandnlavesiipuliuians aeigdnsuiseruiludiny uazthdudam
arundudunisdudesudlanlull (Tzu Chi Foundation, 2017, p. 62) &
mimaLLWii’wuﬁisuﬁa%LLazﬂmﬁiimﬁi’]umqﬁaﬁm6] Fnsasedeuded
wifadousuianingg uavaniilinsimisnéne (Judu Fennvsvinnvesied
yananazdariniunwduwds safiniswlaiduniewdu q nuinune
(Ao Shuye, 2550, nti 80)

5) M3AAUTINYNTTENINUsEmA (International Relief)

nsRaguifdutasn “Snitdddngldnsuuny %’Uﬁwmwﬁmﬂnﬂsﬁ
nila” (58%, [1.4.4.]) “Caring for people in suffering in the global
village” (Tzu Chi Foundation, 2009) ﬂﬂ’iﬁ‘\]ﬁfmEHEJEJW’]ﬂﬂ’]’iﬁﬁ]ﬂ’]iQﬂa
Sudutulud aa 1991 Welwarudremdeumdniiniiluasasi
anlasidsuaziUszaudemnanndsludinaimatasUssineau 1wl a.a.
2016 peAnsWNsHeslAliAuTIBwEeds 94 Usemalu 5 wivilan
n&nnsusnnndaniuiasevesdedfegdaetu 5 Usenis Laun
1) Yaewmdeviuil (timelessness) Frewdelisaiian Tdnalidosiian

v o A

2) Frewnaelaensd (directness) Ao Wiguszaudenuiialagnss 3) ¥aeinie
ludesddnyfian (priority) Ao Theiiuiivie (fifinrudndunnigadeu
4) TWAMUAITN (respect) A Y8A18A1ULAITN L ladigIuegandy
5) lsiludsfifiosnns (practicality) Ao theludsiifuszaufofosnisasa
vonnfesdnnnsdedssniiunslu 4 sUuuuie 1) asdnsnmsiotviney
[igantasnuieaiied dunsussiminndanueinaunagiuiefe

iy gundeluduagiueentd 1991 2) asrnsnnsRedTiududtinaues
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fotlusiatssmainenusuiudietomdedUssausy wu wudulnly
svnaymduieuardundlul ae. 2004 3) drineuvesiedlussuseive
VT’N']‘LJLWEJQWLJ?EN’]UL@EJ’JL‘ﬁ@USiLV]’MﬂsﬂuﬂizL%ﬂﬁmug?ﬂa§Jj U gnnfelu
snadeidled aa. 1972 4) ssdnswnsdedvianuiautuesdnsnisnea
UIURBUY LileliauTiemAenngauiidents wu tewmdemie
asnsuluesloded aa. 1993 wieawnulusiund a.e. 1994 (Tzu Chi
Foundation, 2017, pp. 74-79)

6) N13AAUIAALUNTEYN (Bone Marrow Donation)

mshaduifidatydn “msuaelansegnuewinudietedie
r;:i’Slu TngUsimainnisindediies” (lswduiula) “Donating your
marrow to save a life without harming yourself” (Tzu Chi Foundation,
2009) AsRvtivgnsaINAIRINITINEINEIUGE pednTwnsdesidnods
qudteyauazaudiuuInalunszgn el wa. 2536 saonndgvau
AHANASNST wazlanIAINIIUIUTAIALUNTEAN (Bone marrow registry)
ilethewmdefiheiidyviAvaiunuiaunfvessindeadudiionsiss
dadenum lsalafinnaunsin wedeiemniindesunseiin lsalunsegnde
Budu (yalisdeiusemalne, 2549) Jagtiu suranslunszpnuesded
Huedafvnurudeyalunszgnilvafianluieds uavlna)dusudu
a1uvedlan seanansgesnikasylsy dhawsiloulivananinudius
vinalunsegnlvidetinnifovanuuauny Winsuiaalunszgnanemie
AU8a39 9 siluldntunazUszmaau o Tuwdanin 800 518 Tu 20 Uszine

7) m'ﬁﬁf\m’ﬁaﬁméﬁmméjam (Environmental Protection)

AshanulliA1dgdn “dfjuanisundesdindsuiiaiiaia

v

aonUszauiuwissal” (suluguua) (“Practicising environmental
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protection to live in harmony with Mother Earth”) (Tzu Chi Foundation,
2009) msfaflugneananasiadunsfine donszduinddnvosau
Tudseumuilonlvidnergdsvedviuuiigavieaununeny uaznsiudsuey
(Yan3lada) Tiidunes (Seunesannnesves) waznisidanldian
wanSoueifladduduneseduandon iusssnasdidndsunanalii
“nseyinvaundeuinenisitaiuazeinlaniieguennie luvne
Wenduimlouduyinanuazeindnlasnig” v1usssunasestnyuli
yndedviAanssusing 4 WietiefuguasnuiAnden taglilaudnisGeus
TssnuuenuezlienvulazyssruuldidunEeudinsestymaunndon
Lazn13dan1stunislesiuuazwn byt ﬂﬁ]ﬁ;ﬁ’uaqﬁﬂiwmaa%ﬁamﬁ
WENYLLUINNIT 5,000 LA muag%’ﬂ@?qLmé‘awLﬂumummaﬁmmaaﬁa%
fvhlveaiiunsEinduauesnnmsasileufiRveesnsliderie Tngussan
pranatasiedavanuuinevsy usnvezesndlifaieaindunusiidos i
JuvsgloniluslufaveiduudyaisUasiuiosdumioy ueia
asiasinuuenueull Aauseloiedialios 5 Usens fo 1) P
nsussmtamiiuuardanisvegliiu 2) Yreasrfidenisuenvesuay
sz uisdrunduanlilng 3) afrmginssunsfivinddannden 4) Ugnils
Ardenlusufeanuandsn wae 5) dvesslufaluulandutunduun

YeFIAL (91 JUANIRIUY, 2549, i 35)

8) N1snNIvIEFEIATYNTY (Community Volunteers)

% I

mﬁﬁﬂﬁmﬁﬁﬁm@m “YUTUIAY AuatILiU” GEGMIERIRIR)
“By supporting and caring for each other, they make a beautiful
neighborhood” (Tzu Chi Foundation, 2009) AsiatveEINaInANsAe
ATULYBTITY awmaﬁmﬁqmmﬁuﬁﬁaﬁﬁmamwﬁwaﬁa% 194970

fyuyueraadasivaiunilanilidsnaiwvadunaildndsnunasiaus
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AuaINsavesuiarAuiieUsElsvivesdufieauaitlanazamsn
yusssnasdidadeulfiauenisf “onamatiasyumy” Suvdsnimensal
wgediaunamnzléniulud A 1996 (w.e. 2539) Wenrusadily
mslirnutemaedetulaziusgadunds wagldinsusuasunsdn
naunssun1sieding Taslidanaumuaniniiuiiuazyuoy Lo
auduiusseninaiioutn uaganinsoianuhomdeduldlusugnidu
(mn¥mi $auxd, 2550, w1 94) enanatasyurudedaiayydudiug
Tfuieuthulugumuiendu ahedsauiiasuauiazanaaietonsinse
Usganuautgwaenelunguenaalinsyumuiingzneaudnarsnisufoa
msfaduguddosy muamumdouvesury ieliaundndoifedlun
vosgurutuguaduszaunndluavewny vilidanud ladguiuas
anun13adldd SnviedaudunsnsgduliiAnenalndBavasiaulugusudae

(WAL ¥1IU, $ATl nowaully Uazadnn WaadnuIn, 2550, nin 25)

5. 15958uRaveelni: UseIn 1asedasnd Llagn1sann1stsgun1saay

dusuitotl filsuagndnis Useiinsresdlsadeudenifedn
Tnedaay dnvaslanadimdngnsvedlsnioudotifodnl wozdnuas
msdnniaideunsaeueslsaiudetidedideidouazesueeanden
vosusiayiafiolunudiy duioludl

5.1 Usgannisnonglsesauaaddeslundlaedauad

TseSeudotiudu fog o wavdl 253 Truunsis vyl 16 sua
Foa Sunorhs Samimdedn Wulsaiouuisusnvesasdnsnnsiod
ffadsdunonldniu lnsgaiduduvesnisifatuveslsaiouuned
prnanldindunaduideunainaizasmsunatniedulszmaiy

+ |
a U =

MARTUSENININIIARN LA T lngaauna 384 LA 1A (Chiang Kai-shek)
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funssanouiiadgailaman 1Wens (Mao Tse-tung) 91AMANTTA]
pSaifuanunsanaegnesudaladn nssefndudadudierieuienssa
poufiniad dwalviuena Fes la e Feufumeludndessuiandniu
Amgliniuvienidntululedue inzvleslum (Formosa) luausifendu
nosidsunsduiinssafniiudslinaidalifnmmaguu ey
@JLLaﬁuﬁﬁaﬂdn Snvdatostuldlinestdminnssaneuiafadiulan
nosidsiedeudieludaungliviuldiu seunestdsiiguuiutuld
anfvinegduddan dwalinesrndmausdndosnosdulusUssme
anarUszweAiuauy visdundundssaiuvesssinana (GRunsal
wazuaIuns walassn, [u.U.U]) uasudunnszaediguiianniamie
yosUszmAlnenuasu Tt wa. 2537 (A.A.1994) Usesruaninanisln
Nzlaialadu (The Overseas Community Affairs Council, R.O.C., i3
HEHREEGEEE) N AU Y USSR LB suTid TNy
ng iievelviosdnnnsioitiemientosuidedseegnisnmanie
yasUszinalve nsrzdnsulszanaidsualdniulddnassliifiedae
widenauiAsefina s Auanasiues (suSeudediBodl, [u.4.4.)
Pausnvesnndunauadaselulssnalnedy viussanansdiiadey
Imdnangualudnwagdiuinauyst Teg vinsdrsaatymisieg fiAnty
densdaslassnmsussmmndmaniamiiovesdsinedlne

Fuiithauladn madhamienlussmalneasaiu ssdnsmms
Fotldasmanusuduiivssdndudyumunauiulfedsaidomaradnu
lidnesidunisadiethuseuliungenlismadesnimdsaniFoulunans
91109 (LAUSLNBUUTN VA UALEUNBUNATIY JINTIALTENTY, LAUSNND
W9 Jandnedlun udu) vasifordudidaatunuiiunisinens nanfe
fnnsteneninanuimanisinunsliuisitiu Wy anuiizeansuan

[

naldutingng ) ae1e A1 NAWIe BNVIISAENTIANILALININRTE IV LY
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frunsinwasInIRaRLazIzUgnTiilesing (a T wwas Sune
lygusins Sandadoalmi) Sndae egelsid Wenawulusndiay
pagvuTetesAnInmsEetldfnaulafunanduludldun fudie usnw
IRIETEFREEEIE RGN PG Y LIS gLTUsoies 1eda1n
whitldgdunseiuan msliusiifiesdwoaznuninddudinadudes
mswasuuUasuuuiies Sdlioravilidinanuduegvossnitiuiin
AuUAsunlasesnauriasaazsiuld fremndaiuriusssunase
Fudeuiaauelviinisdanisinu szvhudadiuiinisfinwandy
.a3esilefitriauuyudlilianuanysaluasiilugianied faalu
auAA LA

MnFTieiunsFnsveiusTInNssidudeuiinanilutnediy
193’U'5'mgLﬁugﬂﬁﬁimﬁ%’mﬂuﬁuﬁam MNaINU wilugsRuvaInIsALiiy
yuaziguassaiifndnoging uinseiunmginauvesesdnsymsied
Aluigevio anunsawitaym Lawuzqﬂassﬁmé’]ﬁu UAWTOANTUNTAT
TssSeudotidodmildauudiasa lulmsfnw 2548 TseSeudodidedl
seiuUszan@nuldilavhnisSeunsaevedradumanisasiusn Taedn
SutiniFeuduuszondnud 1 uastulszoufinundil 4 Snvadaillasanis
vgneduiFeuiigstuselunudiu uarludnsfinm 2551 Tdvenetudon
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Mahavessantara Jataka in Thailand:

A retrospective viewpoint

Wing Commander Sumalee Weerawongse (ret.)*

Abstract

This article traces the evolution of Mahachat or Mahavessantara
Jataka since it spread orally from India and was used as an efficient
instrument to win over new believers of Buddhism in the land now
called The Kinedom of Thailand. Later, from Sri Lanka came the
complete Pali scripture consisting of a thousand verses. This was
commonly recited in full before the free-form translation of the Thai
version in brief or with long descriptive details as demanded by the
audience. The first manuscript version of the Pali-Thai authoritative
translation was accomplished by a team of revered monks, famous
sages and royal poets under the patronage of King Boromtrailokanath
in B.E. 2025 and was called Mahachat Kamluang. Having been
preserved through manuscripts and rote learning for more than 400
years, the KamLuang has been both a referential base and
inspirational resource for literary and artistic creations concerning
the jataka. Then it was recompiled by a royal committee assigned
by King Rama V, and the first published version came out in B.E.
2460.

* An independent scholar
Received June 10, 2019, Revised January 12, 2020, Accepted May 24,
2020
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Later on, during the reign of King Rama IX, many official and
private organizations both organized the Ceremony of Mahachat
Recitals for public charity and helped publishing old and new Thai
versions of the jataka (including a revised edition of the 2025
KamLuang on the occasion of the centenary celebration of
Chulalongkorn University) as well as academical and/or critical
literary creations, some of which, due to lack of reference-checking
and disrupted memory, have confused and damaged the true
story of the jataka. Timely notice and corrections are needed

so as to restore the factual interpretation of our Buddha’s teachings.

Keywords: Mahachat, thousand verses, King Boromtrailokanath
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