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Buddha and Sunya Symbolic Figures in Trinisinghe

Natthan Maneeratana Chanwit Tudkeao

Abstract

The study of Yantra, which is a fundamental part of mysticism, has existed in Thailand for
a long time. Yantra has played significant roles in the lives of Thai people of all classes, as evident in
one of the most important literatures — The Tale of Khun Chang Khun Phaen - depicting elements
of the structure and the study of mysticism in the past. It is said that studying the treatises of the
erasable symbolic figures is the first stage of studying Yantra, beginning with Pathamung and
followed by the other four major treatises, as they contain the essential basic knowledge of Yantra
systems. Trinisinghe is one of these treatises: it contains the knowledge of numbers, ancient numeral
systems, and mathematical notations. A study of Trinisinghe helps us to understand the symbolic
fisures in Thai Mandala. More importantly, Trinisinghe uses numeral systems to create symbolic
fisures for illustrating the profound ideas concerning Paramatthadhamma through mathematical
methods. Consequently, studying the symbolic figures from this manuscript reveals the ancient beliefs
about Buddhist teachings such as Suifiata and Nibbana. Although the fundamental benefit of studying
Yantra is protection against various kinds of danger, the content-related structures and the symbolic
fisures of Trinisinghe may help us gain greater benefit through the understanding of key Buddhist

teachings.

Keywords : Yantra, the erasable symbolic figures treatises, Trinisinghe, symbolic figures
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Producing Amulets of Value in Thai Society

Udom Chantima

Abstract

Amulets were developed from votive tablets in the image of the Gautama Buddha after His
lifetime in order to commemorate the Buddha, the Four Holy Places of Buddhism, to propagate the
Buddhist Doctrines, to accumulate good deeds and merits, and to be spiritual anchors for Buddhist
people. The conception of votive tablet productions has changed according to different social and
historical contexts, culminating in what is known today as “amulets” — collection items of worship with
increasing popularity, leading to exchanges and sales which further increased the items’ market
and exchange values. These objects of economic value, which have entirely different conceptions

and productions from the past, gave rise to the term “Buddhist commerce”.

This research finds three problematic areas surrounding the production of amulets in
Thai society. They include the formats of amulet production, the assignation of values to amulets,
and the control regulations of amulet productions. It proposes that in order to produce amulets
of value in Thai society, three main factors need to be given special importance. They include:
(1) groups or organizations involved in the production of amulets of value; (2) practical standards
for producing amulets of value; and (3) practical guidelines to support the production of
amulets of value. These three factors need to be systematically integrated; that is,
individuals or groups involved in the production of amulets of value need to foster understanding
of and participation in the framework of the production, and they need to act according to the terms

of the framework in order to ensure the success of creating a true item of value and worship in Thai society.

Keywords : Production of amulets of value, Thai society
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Building a Culture of Peace in Thai Families

Using Jataka Tales
Winchana Mopattamthai

Abstract

The purpose of this research is to 1) study and analyze the Jataka Tales,
2) study the use of Jataka Tales in building a culture of peace in Thai families, and 3) study problems

related to promoting a culture of peace through the use of the Jataka Tales.

The research methodology employed was Action Research with 20 participating families
chosen intentionally. The Jataka tales used were stories with contents and morals that promote
a culture of peace, selected from the 547 Jataka tales in the Tripitaka. These selected tales
emphasize generosity of spirit without expecting reciprocity, tolerance towards provocations and
control of one’s own anger, capacity for forgiveness towards those who have caused us pain,
and respect for the dignity of all people. The research instruments used were Jataka tales, interview

forms, and observation forms. The descriptive analysis method was used in the analysis of data.

The research finds that (1) Of the 547 Jataka Tales, 20 tales have contents that help promote
a culture of peace. (2) The use of these Jataka Tales results in significant changes in family
relationships. In particular, in situations of conflict, family members are more willing to forgive each
other, show increased mutual respect for each other both inter- and intra-generationally, and are
more able to control their anger, thereby reducing the potential for violence in problematic
situations, leading to an increased expression of love and care towards one another and a culture
of peace within the families. (3) Problems relating to the use of Jataka Tales to promote a culture
of peace include the facts that, firstly, some family members were not literate; secondly, some
members of the test groups were not seriously interested in telling stories to their family members;
thirdly, most families never tell stories to their children or grand-children; and fourthly, the story-tellers

have yet to develop story-telling skills that would capture the attention of their audience.

Keywords : Culture of peace, Thai families, Jataka Tales
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Metaphorical Teachings in Buddhism
Phra Palad Preecha Nandako (Chuanchuea)

Abstract

Metaphorical teachings in Buddhism refer to the use of figures of speech to explain the
Dhamma through two comparative principles — Dhammadhitthana and Puggaladhitthana.
Dhammadhitthana is called Uppama which means abstract, whereas Puggaladhitthana is called
Uppamai which means concrete objects. These kinds of teaching have enjoyed success in both
mundane and transcendental levels, and is applicable at present in describing, preaching, and
answer questions pertaining to Buddhism. This teaching can be found in 3 eras: during the Buddha’s
lifetime, in early Buddhism, as well as in the Sangha era in Thai Buddhist society. The Lord Buddha
employed this teaching method from the very beginning of Buddhism, and monks since the

Buddha’s lifetime have used this method in the propagation of Buddhism until the present.

During His lifetime, the Lord Buddha utilized metaphorical teachings by drawing comparisons
between events or common knowledge in everyday life with the Dhamma. In early Buddhism, monks
employed this method in their disputes over the Dhamma’s content in their propagation and
protection of the teachings. In the Sangha era in Thai society, monks have used the metaphorical
method in combination with examples, with supporting documents, through comparisons of the
Dhamma with the teachings of other religions and philosophies, as well as with sociological,
scientific, and psychological views. Monks would refer to words of the Buddha in the Tripitaka and
use the metaphorical method to draw comparisons with present-day situations appropriate for the
audience. This method is also used in the study of the Threefold Training, beginning from family

stories to nirvana. It is also used in combination with rhetoric through both the Thai and Pali languages.

Keywords : Metaphorical teaching, Buddhism
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