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Pali-Sansakrit Words in Thai Affect understanding
of Buddhism

Abstract

A number of words in the Thai language are loaned from Pali-Sanskrit, some of which are
technical terms in the Buddhist doctrines. When used in Thai, the meanings of some words have
changed or shifted from the original Buddhist terms, often resulting in confusion or misunderstandings
of the Buddhist doctrines among Thai people. For example, the word “karma” or “kamma” in the
Thai language refers mainly to unwholesome actions and their effects, whereas originally, according
to Buddhist doctrines, the word refers to both wholesome and unwholesome actions, and not at all
to the effects of unwholesome actions. In a similar way, the word “ahosikarma” or “ahosikamma”
refers to forgiveness, while its original meaning in Buddhist terms is karma that has no chance of
producing effect, without any reference to forgiveness whatsoever. It is essential, then, that Thai
Buddhists seek to understand Buddhist doctrines and their terms, and be attentive in distinguishing

the Thai meaning from the Buddhist meanings of these words.

Keywords: Pali-Sanskrit words in Thai, Misunderstanding of Buddhism
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A Study of the Explanation of Patimokkhasutta in
Mahavibhanga, Samantapasadika, and Kankhavitarani

This is a comparative study of the explanation of 150 monastic rules (Patimokkha) called
Padabhajaniya in Mahavibhanga, Samantapasadika and Kankhavitarani. The researcher focuses
in particular on the methods of explaining words or phrases in monastic rules for male and/or
female monks in Mahavibhanga.

The study finds that the explanations in the three scriptures have similar forms: they are
sequential explanations of phrases without focusing on each and every work. In Padabhajaniya,
‘Nama’ and ‘Iti’ are used following explanations of words or pharses, with ‘Nama’ being more
frequently used. Synonyms and similes are also used in elaborations. In Samantapasadika, ‘Nama’
and ‘Iti” are also used following explanations of words or pharses, but with ‘Iti’ being more
frequently used than ‘Nama’. Only synonyms are employed in explanations here.
In Kankhavitarani, ‘Adi’ is used in synopses and in references to relevant scriptures for further
studies.

Keywords: Patimokkhasutta, Padabhajaniya, Mahavibhanga, Samantapasadika, Kankhavitarani
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The Creation of a Dance Based on the Concept

of Samma Ditthi

Abstract

This research is a pioneering work in combining Buddhist doctrine with dance in an attempt to
disseminate Buddhist teachings through new formats. It merges creative and qualitative research
with the objectives of 1)creating dance patterns and 2)exploring dance creation concepts — ones
through which Buddhist teachings can be most effectively communicated. It applies interdisciplinary
methods of study based on Buddhist doctrines, dance, music, visual arts, and social science. The results
show that 1) the pattern of dance was developed from eight elements of dance which include script,
music, choreography, performers, costumes, props, performance area, and light; and 2) the dance
creation concept focused on seven aspects which include the Buddhist teaching on Samma Ditthi,
dance symbolism and communication, simplicity based on postmodern dance, dance creativity,
theories of dance/ music/ visual arts, social reflection through dance, and creative performance

for youths. This research is considered a pioneer in combining the Buddhism Doctrine with Dance.

Keywords : Buddhism, the Four Noble Truths, Samma Ditthi, Creative Dance, Post-Modern Dance
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This qualitative research aimed to study the local agricultural wisdom in organic agricultural
communities in Ayutthaya and Nakhon Nayok Provinces and their integration of Buddhist teachings
into their way of practice. Data were collected from five to ten members in the groups of organic
farmers who avoided the use of chemical fertilizer and produced organic and bio-fertilizer for their
own use. There groups were from three areas in Ayutthaya Province and two areas in Nakhon Nayok
Province. The data were collected through in-depth interviews and analyzed with the method of

content analysis.

Findings showed that the local agricultural wisdom was cultivated through learning and
exchanges among organic farmers who produced bio-fertilizer. It also showed that Buddhist
teachings, especially the Five Precepts and Loving-kindness, were adopted to guide their organic
farming. In addition, it was found that the Sufficiency Economy Principles was integrated into the
communities’ organic farming too. Recommendations are that an in-depth study should be
conducted on the persons who led the cultivation of the local agricultural wisdom and a further
study should be conducted on the relationship between Buddhist teaching and the Sufficiency

Economy Principles in the organic farmers’ understanding

Keywords: integration of Buddhist teachings, local agricultural wisdom, organic farming
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