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A Comparison between the Ethics of Buddhism

and the Ethics of Immanuel Kant

Somparn Promta®

Abstract

Those who study the ethics of Immanuel Kant and
the ethics of Buddhism have usually found the similarities between
these two ethical systems. This research needs to deeply study
the differences and the similarities between these two ethical
systems. And it has been found that there are both similarities and
differences between the ethics of Buddhism and the ethics of Kant.

The differences lie in that in Buddhism there are both
the virtue ethics and the ethics which gives the definitions for
the moral terms, while in the ethics of Kant there is only the second
kind of ethics.

The similarities between these two ethical systems lie
in that both of them believe that the good is fixed and does not depend
on human and social conditions. However, there are the different views
concerning the foundation of goodness in both systems. The foundation
of goodness in Kant’s ethics is the good will, and the foundation of

goodness in Buddhist ethics is the kusalamula (the root of goodness.)

? Professor and Director of MCU Center for the Study of Buddhist Philosophy
E-mail: somparn.p@chula.ac.th
Received July 19, 2024, Revised May August 14, 2024, Accepted
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