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A Comparative and Analytical Study of the two Ver-
sions of Pathamasambodhi by His Holiness the Su-

preme Patriarch (Sa Pussadevo)’

Phramaha Uthai Padthapim™

Sompornnuch Tansrisook

Abstract

In the reigns of King Rama IV and V, His Holiness the Supreme
Patriarch (Sa Pussadevo) from Wat Ratchapradit Sathit Mahasimaram
authored two distinct versions of Pathamasambodhi: the preaching
version and the Dhammasombat version. This article undertakes a
comparative and analytical study of these two texts, examining
the influences that shaped each version during their respective
periods. Both versions are fundamentally similar; however,
the preaching version is more concise, while the Dhammasombat

version provides extensive detail. Notably, the interpretations in

¥ This article is based on the thesis titled “The Buddha in Literary Works
of Thammayut Sect between 1825-1912”

** Student in Master’s Degree Program in Pali-Sanskrit and Buddhist
Studies, Faculty of Arts, Chulalongkorn University
Email: 6480037222@student.chula.ac.th

*** Advisor, Assistant Professor, South Asian Languages Section, Department
of Eastern Languages, Faculty of Arts, Chulalongkorn University
Received January 23, 2024, Revised May 13, 2024,
Accepted August 7, 2024



134 rsmswnsmaifnun qtraenseiumingtds I 31 aufl 1 unsew - Aguiew 2567 *

these texts diverge from those in the traditional Pali commentary
and the widely recognized Pathamasambodhi by Supreme Patriarch
H.R.H. Prince Paramanuijitajinorasa of Wat Phra Chetuphon Wimon
Mangkhalaram, illustrating the empirical and rationalist tendencies
of the era. The analysis highlights how both versions preserve the
Buddha’s humanistic attributes, such as his wisdom and insights, as
described in the Pali canon, while omitting supernatural assistance in
his enlightenment. The Dhammasombat version further includes two
segments on Mara: one depicting Mara’s challenges to the Buddha
after sending his followers on their mission, and another during the
Buddha’s contemplation of entering Nirvana, both closely aligning
with the Pali canon narrative. Notably, the segment where Brahma
requests the Buddha to preach remains omitted. Despite King Rama V’s
promotion of religious texts adhering to the Pali canon, the Supreme
Patriarch maintained a depiction of the Buddha that resonates with
the human-focused philosophy of King Rama IV or Vajiranana Bhikkhu,

the founder of the Dhammayuttika sect.

Keywords: Pathamasambodhi, Dhammayuttika sect, The Supreme

Patriarch (Sa Pussadevo)
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