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The Mutually-Supporting Pair in the Chapter

of Pairs of the Dhammapada Commentary*

Apinyawat Phosan**

Abstract

This article seeks to study the concept of the mutually-
supporting pair in the Chapter of Pairs of the Dhammapada
Commentary. It is a qualitative research that collects data from two
stories in the Chapter of Pairs of the Dhammapada Commentary -
Sanjayaparipajaka (Sanjayavatthu) and Devadatta (Devadattavatthu) —
as well as related research works, then analyzes and interprets
them, and presents the findings in an analytical descriptive form.
The research finds that the concept of the mutually-supporting
pair refers to two persons who are opposite in their thinking, seeing,
or acting, yet support and encourage each other to move forward to

something better, either in the complimentary ways or in contrasting

* This article is part of the research work entitled “An Analytical Study of
the Concept of Opposite Pairs in the Pairs Chapter of Dhammapada
Commentary”, of which the author is the main investigator.

** Associate Professor Dr., Department of Sociology and Anthropology,
Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, Mahasarakham University,
E-mail: apinphos@gmail.com.

Received September 6, 2023, Revised January 26, 2024,
Accepted August 7, 2024
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ways. The actions are to encourage the one superior in virtue to help,
teach, and guide the less virtuous counterpart, or to support the less
virtuous counterpart to do better, repent, seek forgiveness, engage in

worship, leading to great consequences.

The mutually-supporting pairs in the stories of
Sanjayaparipajaka (Sanjayavatthu) and Devadatta (Devadattavatthu)
in the Chapter of Pairs of the Dhammapada Commentary are
Upatissa and Kolita (or Sariputra and Mahamoggallana), and
the Buddha and Devadatta.

Keywords: Mutually-supporting pair, Pairs Chapter, Dhammapada

Commentary
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