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Thai Buddhists in Multicultural Society*

Channarong Boonnoon**

Abstract

This research paper is developed from the research project
“Thai Buddhist’s self-reform for being with others in a multicultural
society” which aims to study Thai Buddhists’ views on multicultural
issues and coexistence with “others” in a multicultural society; based
on the surveys of documents, in-depth interview, group of discussion,
and online interview via the google form. The main point of this paper
is to study Thai Buddhists’ awareness of cultural plurality in Thai
society, self-awareness in a multicultural society, and the view on
being with others in a multicultural society. The study found that
most of the Thai Buddhists interviewed were aware of the
multiculturalism of Thai society and defined themself with the idea
of Thai nationalism, so they are not yet ready to fully embrace

cultural pluralism. In discussing the results of this study, the concept

* This article is developed from a full research report “Thai Buddhist’s
Self-reform for Being with Others in a Multicultural Society.” supported
by Ratchadapiseksompoch Fund, Chulalongkorn University (2019) via
Buddhist Studies Center Chulalongkorn University.

** Assistant Professor, Department of Philosophy, Silparkorn University.
Emali: cat_200123@hotmail.com
Received September 24, 2022, Revised March 17, 2023,

Accepted March 20, 2023
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of “Identity and Sen (2006) and Roberson’s analysis of the reaction
of cultural force and individual self-retrospection under globalization

in Fuengfusakul (2019) are applied.

Keywords: Thai Buddhist, Buddhism, Multiculturalism.
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