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Sudden Awakening and Gradual Cultivation:
The Soteriology of Bojo Jinul in Korean Zen (Seon)
Buddhism*

(Part 2)

Thapakorn Kamnerdsiri**

Abstract

According to the soteriological Principle of Bojo Jinul,
although the awakening experience of the original mind or the true
nature of the self can occur suddenly, such experiences have not
yet fully evolved into a complete fundamental human view of
empirical phenomena. That is to say, within the context of human
life, discriminatory thinking continues to have an effect on human
existence, and that effect cannot suddenly be extinguished after
such awakening. Such is the problem of the gap between knowing

and practicing according to that knowledge.

* This article is a part of the Ph.D.’s dissertation entitled “The Soteriology
of Sudden Awakening and Gradual Cultivation of Bojo Jinul, Ph.D.
program in Philosophy, Department of Philosophy, Faculty of Arts,
Chulalongkorn University

** Lecturer in Korean Studies Program, Faculty of Liberal Arts, Thammasat
University.

Email : dr.tony.tao@hotmail.com
Received February 2, 2022, Revised May 5, 2022, Accepted July 26, 2022
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Due to such problem, Bojo Jinul’s philosophy emphasizes
the need for continuing practice to understand these discriminative
thinking in themselves and to fill the gap between knowing and
practice. Therefore, “gradual cultivation” or continuing practice is
an important concept for filling such gap in order to complete

the awakening experience as a fundamental view of the original mind.

Keywords: Original Mind, Discriminative Thought , Gradual Cultivation,

Northern school Zen, Southern School Zen
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(Uinul, 1983d, p. 166)
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