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An Analysis of the Reasoning and Inquiry regarding

Beliefs in the Kalama Sutta

Winchana Mopattamthai*

Abstract

The Buddha spoke to the Kalama people about the 10
principles of when not to immediately believe something, and
showed the principles of reasoning and inquiry in this teaching.
The aim of this paper is to find and study the essence of these
reasoning principles. From an analysis about the reasoning found
in the Suttantapitaka, Anguttara Nikaya, Tiknibat in the section on
Great Items, the Kesaputti Sutta Dharma discourse to the Kalama
people in the Kesaputti village, it was found that the essence of the
principles that the Buddha taught centered on (1) The question of
which phenomenal states had merit and which were sinful. Which
had negative consequences, and which did not. Which should be
reprimanded, which should be praised. Which causes suffering, and
which causes happiness. The causes that lead to suffering are greed,
anger, delusion, stubborn pride and misconception. The causes that

lead to happiness are non-greed, absence of anger, seeing clearly,
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absence of greed, non-exploitation, being in the Four sublime states
of mind, having mahakata, having the effective means to attain
successes. (2) The principles of reasoning that the Buddha used to
explain the wisdom of knowing when not to believe, relied on the
Dharma of associating with a virtuous person, the Dharma about
taking advice from a wise person, the Dharma of thinking thoroughly
and carefully. This involves thinking the right way and seeing all things
using careful consideration, tracing to the origins, finding all the causes,
seeing distinctions, and seeing things in their actual states and
relations. Another principle is the Dhammanudhammapatipatti
[Devata Suttal, the set of dharmas which lead to enlightenment of
the world or to the extinction of passion. (3) The discerning nature
used in choosing the right principle in thinking, according to the Dharma
of thinking thoroughly and carefully, is the practical part of the 10

“refrain from immediately believing” principles.

This paper gives examples from the suttas in the Tripitaka in
order to show by analysis the mindfulness that we can bring to bear
on a state of awareness, where we can control heart and mind and
all things involving body speech and mind. Then only, will we not be
careless in using wisdom, because belief without proper discernment

can lead to the path of deep sin.

Keywords: Kalama sutta, Analysis, Reason, Principles of Inquiry, Beliefs
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