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Sudden Awakening and Gradual Cultivation:
The Soteriology of Bojo Jinul in Korean Zen (Seon)
Buddhism*

(Part 1)

Thapakorn Kamnerdsiri™

Abstract

The Soteriology of Sudden Awakening and Gradual
Cultivation lies at the heart of the philosophical thoughts of Bojo
Jinul, an important Zen priest in the Koryo Kingdom. Sudden
Awakening refers to an understanding of the original nature or the
true mind which is pure, and discriminative thinking which is merely
a manifestation of the true mind’s awareness in the phenomenal
world. Gradual Cultivation means turning the experience of this

awakening into a true response to the phenomenal world.

This article seeks to examine the meanings of awakening

and cultivation in order to further explicate the relationship between

* This article is a part of the dissertation entitled “The Soteriology of
Sudden Awakening and Gradual Cultivation of Bojo Jinul”

** |ecturer in Korean Studies Program, Faculty of Liberal Arts, Thammasat
University.
Email : dr.tony.tao@hotmail.com
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these two principles in Bojo Jinul’s views. Accordingly, although
understanding may arise suddenly, discriminative thinking continues
to influence human existence and cannot cease immediately after
awakening. Therefore, gradual cultivation as a process of the original
mind’s response to the phenomenal world is important for
transforming human perception of the world and the myriad things
which arise from the original mind into the natural expression of

the practitioner.

Keywords: Bojo Jinul, Soteriology, Faith, Original mind, Discriminative
thinking
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1. unin

Tula 3ya (Bojo Jinul 1158-1210 AD.) Aenisluusivejauddry
Y83UsEIRANANTNNIAIUANYDINTENNSAIAUNNINENADATLLLLIATT
wiaRUUTRuI waRavnausagiiddyaessenisves Wl ua Aonils
AMUNE1810TUNTUSEAIUT o TAREIN1IAUAATENT 1IN TENNE A AU
Freitiun1s@nunduis (The Scholastic School , Kr. 1) Gaduiinensyua
nanluAIuaynsinIng nanfensEnNsAIauIlnig orfuanswas
WsznnsAauIeiun1sUJUR (The Meditation School , Kr. 1) 1y
wszwnsmauinendiu meldunAsiiuguii “Saiosgseiaienan
rewslovsiiudodoraouluduis Guinanvisdlsdeiudeiavesmiu
dudowiu Tuusd “Towsuviewnsy “uas “Sauvsnanarse” Felditudsd
Taudaiu” war aosmumensnlunsuszauuuAniesnsufiaves
wszwnsmauiimeduiidesihenanfonszmsenauninmedudnomie
(The Northern School of Seon) Busjslinrunisufcfegradududn
fou (The Gradual Approach of Practice) LLaxW'ﬁxwwﬁmamﬁmaLs‘fiu
B'J’1BalﬁﬁajﬂﬁmWuﬂﬂiﬂﬁﬂaaﬂﬂaﬁuwﬁu (The Sudden Approach of
Practice) eumengmienaniiiilugnsiauuAndeansufofess
sowiies (Gradual Cultivation : Ch. BFE, kr. ) Faduondnwaims
mnuAafiddruedlule Jya uavwszwmsaaudneldunma aunan
IFmdnmadoanmsufoivestule Sya dandmifu Aefuuuuresnisdnms
anudandameanudnvesineduisassiinouaziunuunkuum
msufiRveamadnuirluiinadunivansuiislagiu

WNANNAIALYIE0UTENITAINGTY ABUANNITHUFIUTDWWIAR
MeUSIIes “n7siusee Nduna LAz SUfURRE 19ailed” (Sudden

Awakening and Gradual Cultivation, Ch.#E1&#{&: Dunwu Jianxiu, Kr.

EQF2:Ton-o Jeomsu) sudunannisnisdyiinenaziouliiiui
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i “nrsaailaaniedlyggra” vesdindieiunsane
wse fUngediuansiuusingegluuninusises “The Complete and
Sudden Attainment of Buddhahood” %1 lula 3ya a8uietentii

yaradiinuentu flésHmnguiesssaunisel
a9 wnnartudlafnszidisvendunazile
Insnsosfistnguszasdvnsodiuansgns Aeduidlow
watulFBuUATRSunarindmiufonnsy lwwmaty
fiftssudidnlafuinssleadananidldinununsle
unluniinisesusanmsznnizuessauAuians
uilifieavindy aumandviinean Suildmsiegdn
Fraeurosdwarfuansiulidredursitlaanysal
somuTsau snnustinGeuludindnemsfinuiddu
sfnvzinegusiieatednfinvednusuasngud winan
wantufiennanunsnsasdmdnnaiionsevidndaio
uazAuiionisiednafmduging Uinul, 1983a, p. 213)

2 Tuunanuidetuiifinasuisnuinusudnvedda ya vaneidu §idelaldmn
Snusnmwsingquiidniedusumesuninusiweldnaeaiiunay
“a” punefauninusios The Complete and Sudden Attainment of
Buddhahood.

“b” yyedeuniinus e Encouragement to Practice: The Compact of
the Samadhi and Prajna Community.

“c” punefauninudidos Excerpts from the Dharma Collection and
Special Practice Record with Personal Note.

“d” yuedauniinudises Secrets on Cultivating the Mind.

“o” yyedeuniinudises Straight Talk on True Mind.
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+ Sudden Awakening
Inward Illumination of Zen
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