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Research in Buddhist Studies in Japan

Phramaha Pongsak Thaniyo*

Abstract

There are two main types of research in Buddhist Studies:
textual research and field research. Textual research focuses on
major primary sources, for instance the canon (P: Tipitaka; Skt: Tripitaka),
the commentaries (P: Afthakatha), and Buddhist scriptures of numerous
Buddhist sects written in various languages, such as Sanskrit, Classical
Chinese, and Tibetan. This category of research is considered as
“basic research” or “pure research”. On the other hand, field research
is a study on the relationship between Buddhist teachings/practices
and changes in attitudes, behaviors, or society. This type of research

is known as “applied research.”

The majority of research in Buddhist Studies in Thailand
tends to be field research. Although there are some textual researches,
their sources are mainly from Pali scriptures. Comparative studies with
other Buddhist scriptures are rare, whereas it is more common for
Buddhist Studies in other countries, such as European countries and

Japan, to focus more on textual research.

* Researcher, Dhammachai Tipitaka Project, DCI Center for Buddhist
Studies & Visiting Researcher, Research Center for World Buddhist Cultures,
Ryukoku University, Japan Email: thaniyo.dcibs@gmail.com
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This paper discusses textual research in Buddhist Studies
beginning from Ancient Indian Philosophy to Early Buddhism,
Abhidharma Buddhism, and Early Mahayana Buddhism. It provides
case studies of Buddhist Studies research in Japan, which emphasizes
both the “horizontal method of text-critical research”, comparing
“parallel texts” from different sects in the same eras, and the “vertical
method of text-critical research”, studying the development of
various perspectives by examining a wide range of scriptures in a

variety of languages.

Keywords: Buddhism, Buddhist Studies, Japan, Textual Research
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dleglundneaoutiu q ognsdiasne ieibuuuama
Tunsanduddnvenst ludndiunis As A1sAnen
“wnseans” (1A% Juns@nwiddwnislagende
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2. NMsANYILAUNNSAENTadie Tl
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@U1AY Japanese Association of Indian and Buddhist Studies (H 7 E[J &
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Viiwdn LLazmsdaéiu’aamm Society for the Study of Pali and Buddhist
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