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Buddhism and Otherness in Thai Films (1997-2017)*

Dechopol Hemnalai**

Abstract

The main objective of this research article is to analyze the
depiction of Buddhism and otherness in Thai films from 1997 to 2017.
The 5 films selected for discussion by using textual analysis approach
are: Nang Nak (Nonzee Nimibutr, 1999), Mekhong Full Moon Party
(Jira Maligool, 2002), OK Baytong (Nonzee Nimibutr, 2003), Pee Mak
(Banjong Pisanthanakun, 2013) and Wandering (Boonsong Nakphoo,
2016). This study offers the following key points. 1) In most of these
films, women are represented as “the other” of Thai Buddhism.
As monks hold the highest status in Thai Buddhist culture, it seems
that most Thai Buddhists are under the sway of the belief that
“Women are an enemy to the life of purity”. 2) Otherness is, in itself,
a form of cultural violence which can be used to justify or legitimize

direct and/or structural violence. And 3) Communication can be the

* This article is part of “The Buddhist Pluralism Project” Professor Emerita
Suwanna Satha-Anand, Senoir Research Fellow, Thailand Science
Research and Innovation (TSRI, 2018-2021)

**Assistant Professor, Dr., Philosophy Program, Faculty of Liberal Arts,
Thammasat University, E-mail: delek.bud@gmail.com
Received June 15, 2020, Revised October 4, 2020, Accepted October 22,
2020
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key for mitigating otherness as it can help prevent conflicts and

increases the chances of possible understanding of others.

Keywords: Buddhism, Otherness, Thai Films



48 MIAFANSAERANYT RIRINTDINNNANERY T 27 1T 3 Anenau - FuAN 2563 *

1. unin

wysnaundumauniivilnednlnaiduio uagiduanitung
Fnuflegsiududsnsinenegniemumaueiananldimmsemaundiluil
unumardviswaredsaulnglusyiurne wiuynmadiu eludanuse
wazidagusssy dmunmsunngludeunusssa 1éud mnude anuda
Aflea Hudu fheghatu emdedeanse vl wRt-niviives
ymsing Fsliinazgndsmienanndeuluanudnnsunteeiiieda
fonu faslionaufiasidianudemaiduidunanmsmaundiu
muanseenegndugusssy ldun waRnssunane (du msnsulnd)
NOANTIUNIINAT (A1aN1UBE1e WNls ANTeYIy) WENTTU Useinel
(W sy Fnueg) mauaniy (u I luad Ims) mauing
(19U WsEMoFU WIEATEY)

othalsfinu maitures fiuiusiunsuuauvesnilasiame
Tufiufiviensé msasyunsiadouthevesau mstenenmalulad uas
n1sunInatgvesgUuuun1sldTiawuuns Tunninlilantdagduilanin
Tan ATt uLazdusou (Sullivan and Kymlicka, 2007, p. 1) A&
Fednduazdosiinmsuiusuonsuausselanasislmisgrandnideslails
nanadnuuunis Ade mautsiag desgndedulvidesiujduius iy
“aududu’ (otherness) Mdfududutousissegluidtinyszs1iuves
Hruludsnuognssioiiles wsmauludszmalneiesinneglunmziing
Wiy

2
a

ofla mnumaneves “Anandudu’ Buduanarunefiiugiu
ﬁ?jﬂ Ao anwzuesnulduiiou (a quality of being not alike) AW
uAneing (being distinct) AIENe (being different) 9Indsfign3Bndandls
Tngdulvgaunduduazgnuianinulaedsfsdnuausiunnsiisiuves
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