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Vessantara Jataka and Arguments

on Human Trafficking
Sumalee Mahanarongchai*

Abstract

This article aims to explore whether Prince Vessantara’s
decision and action in donating his two children constitute human
trafficking. The results derived from thorough textual analysis and
interpretation of relevant Thai law show that that conclusion that
Prince Vessantara’s intention and action are related to human trafficking
may not be drawn. A further analysis of ancient Indian culture makes
it possible that Prince Vessantara’s wife and son may have exercised
their free will in their decision making no less than Prince Vessantara
himself. Prince Vessantara did not make his decision more freely
than the others. Rather, He made his decision within a set of cultural

conditions different from another one which impacts his family.

Key Words: Vessantara Jataka, Vessantara Prince, Free Will, Human

Trafficking, Human Right
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