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An Analytical Study of Suninata (Emptiness)
in The Theravada Buddhist Scripture

Pairor Makcharoen*

Abstract

The main objectives of this research are: 1) To study the
meaning of sufnata, and 2) to analyze the concept of sunnata
in the Tipitaka and the Commentaries. The results showed
that the concept of sunfata in the Theravada Buddhist
scriptures focuses on explaining practices as ethical guidelines
rather than as metaphysical ones. The word “sufinata” or
emptiness is used to express multiple meanings, depending on the
implications and contexts. Even in the same verses, the word may

still refer to different levels and implications of suAnata.

In summary, the meanings of sufifiata are fourfold: the word
may refer to 1.) The emptiness from the self and the five aggregates;
2.) the emptiness from passions, anger, delusion, and other defilements;
3.) the deterioration, extinction, and the disappearance of beings or

substances as a result of being replaced; and 4.) Nirvana.

Key word : Sufifiata, Buddhist scriptures
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