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I come as a member of a mainline Protestant denomination, the United Church of
Christ, and although no one individual speaks for our church, I will try to represent the
positions we have taken and the concerns that we hold.

Let me begin by saying that we do not have an official position regarding the status
of embryos. That is not to say we have no opinion or do not care about their rightful
status before God. But officially, we have never declared that we regard embryos as
persons. Some of our members would agree with that declaration; many—perhaps
most—would not agree, believing instead that embryos have an important but lesser
status. But we have, deliberately, I think, avoided any such declarations. On the contrary,
we have made statements in which we express our openness to embryo research, given
certain conditions, which I will come to in a moment.

I quote at length from a report that served as the background to a 1997 General
Synod resolution on the question of human cloning:

Beginning with the 8th General Synod in 1971, various General Synods of the
United Church of Christ have regarded the human pre-embryo as due great respect,
consistent with its potential to develop into full human personhood. General Synods
have not, however, regarded the pre-embryo as the equivalent of a person.
Therefore, we on the United Church of Christ Committee on Genetics do not object
categorically to human pre-embryo research, including research that produces and
studies cloned human pre-embryos through the 14th day of fetal development,

provided the research is well justified in terms of its objectives, that the research

- L’ﬂﬂﬁ’]?ﬁﬁWMWLNHLLWﬂui mooo L’ﬂﬂﬁ’l?%@“lﬁlﬂfl’ﬂﬂ m L@'ll LdNLLTﬂLﬁUT’mJ’]uﬁ;U%@ Ethical Issues in Human
Stem Cell Research, Volume I: Report and Recommendations (1999) Lduﬁ'ﬂqLﬁummmqmﬁ'mﬂ&lﬁcﬁﬁwﬂ
Gy L%Hu%ﬂ Ethical Issues in Human Stem Cell Research, Volume II: Commissioned Papers (2000) 18017
ftavunnaiinanldaniduladess NBAC
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protocols show proper respect for the pre-embryos, and that they are not implanted.
We urge public discussion of current research and future possibilities, ranging from
pre-implantation genetic screening of human pre-embryos to nuclear transfer
cloning to human germline experimentation. We do not categorically oppose any of
these areas of research, but we believe they must be pursued, if at all, within the
framework of broad public discussion. In 1989, the 17th General Synod of the
United Church of Christ stated that it was ‘cautious at present about procedures
that would make genetic changes which humans would transmit to their offspring
(germline therapy)...We urge extensive public discussion and, as appropriate, the
development of federal guidelines during the period when germline therapy
becomes feasible’....We on the United Church of Christ Committee on Genetics are
opposed to the Idea that human pre-embryo research, such as germline
experimentation or research involving cloned pre-embryos, should be permitted but
left largely unregulated if funded privately, or that there is no federal responsibility
for the ethics of such research if federal funds are not used. We believe that this
approach merely seeks to avoid the difficult public deliberation that should occur
prior to such research. We believe that all such research should be subject to broad
public comment and that it should only proceed within a context of public
understanding and general public support.

And so when it comes to the specific questions before you regarding the ethics of
pluripotent human stem cell research and federal policy in this area, my view is that it is
broadly consistent with the views of the United Church of Christ that human stem cell
research go forward with federal funds. In fact, we go further and encourage
reconsideration of the ban on federal funding for embryo research. We are open to the
possibility that somatic cell nuclear transfer be used to create embryos for research, but
not implantation, under highly defined research protocols, and that this research, too, be
done with public funding.

One of the conditions that we attach to the possibility of this research is that a clear
and attainable benefit for science and for medicine be indicated in advance. And it is
reasonable to think that now, with pluripotent stem cell technology, such benefit is

becoming clearer.
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Another condition that we attach is that this research should follow a period of
intense and open public discussion. In fact—and let me be as clear as I can about this—
all that I have said about our support for research in these areas depends upon meeting
the condition of advanced public discussion. I believe this is especially important for this
Commission, because it represents one of very few places in our national life where such
a conversation can begin.

We stipulate this condition for two reasons. First, we believe that although enormous
advances for medicine lie ahead in these areas of research and that we are obliged to
work to achieve these advances, our efforts could be undermined, and it could be very
bad for science if research proceeds in the short term without broad public
understanding and support. Public misunderstanding and public exclusion from
discussion could result in public rejection of this and related forms of research.

The second reason why we set forth the condition of advanced public discussion and
support is that we value living in a society that makes basic public moral decisions
based on the deliberations of informed citizens. As a historic church, our congregational
forebears extended congregational decision-making to the public square. As a church
today, we believe that our views are not the only views worth hearing, but that public
policy on morally problematic issues should be the result of honest and sustained
discourse during which all views are brought forward in public. This view of a public
society is an article of faith with us.

As a commission, you are, of course, under time constraints and must offer your report
on specific policy questions. As a church, we offer at least some support for the view
that federally funded research in embryonic stem cells, and possible even in embryos,
should move forward as quickly as possible. But on the basis of the condition our
Church has set on this support, I ask you to do whatever you can in your report to
satisfy our condition by helping to bring about a new, open, and sustained national
discussion of these difficult questions and issues. Such a sustained discussion may be
well beyond your mandate and may require some new institutional platform, but you are
one of the key voices in our national life that can urge that this challenge be taken on
for the good of research, for the good of public support of research, and for the good of

the kind of society in which we want to live.
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I will conclude by noting two concerns, both of which involve contextual factors that
a church such as ours will bring to the discussion table that I am urging you to help
create. The first is social justice. Precisely because this research promises such great
benefit, we worry that the benefit will be distributed unevenly and therefore that it will
further the position of the rich and the powerful at the expense of the poor and the
weak. We believe that the moral test of any system, including our system of medical
research and treatment, is how well it treats the least privileged members of society, first
of all within our own nation, but also globally. And so we would challenge those who
fund and develop these therapies by asking the following question: How will the benefits
be shared universally? We are aware that the difficult problems of delivery and cost
recovery must be considered, but in offering our support for this research based on the
promise of medical benefit, we do not mean that the benefit should be distributed only
by market means.

The second concern involves the broader scientific and medical context of research. It
is impossible for any of us to offer a moral assessment of human stem cell technology in
isolation from other current or pending areas of research, among them somatic cell
nuclear transfer and human germline modification. Through these technologies and the
combination of these technologies, we are about to acquire a wholly unprecedented level
of control over our health, our longevity, and our offspring. And so I urge you to do
whatever is in your power not only to create a broad public discussion, but also to
define its agenda broadly as involving this wide but inter-related set of emerging
technologies.

I conclude with this simple observation: If the question before us is narrowly defined
as involving embryos and stem cells, the various religious traditions will take different
positions. But if the question is framed in terms of concern for social justice or of our
ability to chart our common future in view of the overwhelming changes that lie ahead,
the various religious traditions will find there is much upon which to agree. If this is
correct, then we might find greater understanding on the narrow issues as we move

along the pathway of greater engagement on the contextual issues.

¢ t:ﬂﬁmﬂmﬁuﬁﬂ Ronald Cole-Turner, M.Div., Ph.D. 9110 Pittsburgh Theological Seminary
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Humans are created in the image and likeness of God and are unique in creation
because they are psychosomatic, beings of both body and soul—physical and spiritual.
We do not understand this mystery, which is analogous to that of the Theanthropic
Christ, who at the same time is both God and a human being. We do know, however,
that God intends for us to love Him and grow in relationship to Him and to others until
we reach our goal of theosis, or deification, participation in the Divine Life through His
grace. We grow in the image of God until we reach the likeness of God. Because we
understand the human person as one who is in the image and likeness of God, and
because of sin we must strive to attain that likeness, we can say that an authentic
human person is one who is deified. Those of us who are still struggling toward theosis
are human beings, but potential human persons.

We believe that this process toward authentic human personhood begins with the
zygote. Whether created in situ or in vitro, a zygote is committed to a developmental
course that will, with God’s grace, ultimately lead to a human person. The embryo and
the adult are both potential human persons, although in different stages of development.

As a result, Orthodox Christians affirm the sanctity of human life at all stages of
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development. Unborn human life is entitled to the same protection and the same
opportunity to grow in the image and likeness of God as are those already born.

Given this Orthodox understanding of human personhood and life, I cannot condone
any procedure that threatens the viability, dignity, and sanctity of that life. In my view,
the establishment of embryonic stem cell lines was done at the cost of human lives.
Even though not yet a human person, an embryo should not be used for or sacrificed in
experimentation, no matter how noble the goal may seem. For me, then, the derivation
of embryonic stem cell lines is immoral because it sacrificed human embryos, which
were committed to becoming human persons. That the embryos donated for this work
were not going to be implanted and had no chance of completing their development
cannot mitigate the fact that they should not have been created. In vitro fertilization
techniques that routinely result in “surplus” embryos that are eventually discarded is
immoral for the same reasons I have already mentioned. I believe, then, that the
prohibition of research using human embryos should be continued and, if possible,
extended to the private sector as well.

Wishing that something had not been done will not undo it. Established embryonic
stem cell lines exist, and their use has great potential benefits for humanity, which need
not be reviewed here. The Orthodox Church, as I mentioned before, has a long tradition
of encouraging the medical arts. We have a long list of healer-saints—physicians who
became authentic persons through the practice of medicine. Invariably, they obeyed the
commandment of Christ to his apostles, “Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse lepers,
cast out demons. You received without paying, give without pay.” Without going into an
extensive exegesis of the verse, the intention is clear: Attend not to profit, but to the

medical needs of others.&
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The first ethical problem, which is fundamental, can be formulated thus: Is it morally
licit to produce and/or use living human embryos for the preparation of ES cells?

The answer is negative, for the following reasons:

1. On the basis of a complete biological analysis, the living human embryo is - from
the moment of the union of the gametes - a human subject with a well defined identity,
which from that point begins its own coordinated, continuous and gradual development,
such that at no later stage can it be considered as a simple mass of cells. [xiv]

2. From this it follows that as a “human individual” it has the right to its own life; and
therefore every intervention which is not in favour of the embryo is an act which violates
that right. Moral theology has always taught that in the case of “jus certum tertii” the
system of probabilism does not apply. [xv]

3. Therefore, the ablation of the inner cell mass (ICM) of the blastocyst, which
critically and irremediably damages the human embryo, curtailing its development, is a
gravely immoral act and consequently is gravely illicit.

4. No end believed to be good, such as the use of stem cells for the preparation of

other differentiated cells to be used in what look to be promising therapeutic procedures,
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can justify an intervention of this kind. A good end does not make right an action
which in itself is wrong.

5. For Catholics, this position is explicitly confirmed by the Magisterium of the Church
which, in the Encyclical Evangelium Vitae, with reference to the Instruction Donum
Vitae of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, affirms: “The Church has always
taught and continues to teach that the result of human procreation, from the first
moment of its existence, must be guaranteed that unconditional respect which is morally
due to the human being in his or her totality and unity in body and spirit: The human
being is to be respected and treated as a person from the moment of conception; and
therefore from that same moment his rights as a person must be recognized, among

which in the first place is the inviolable right of every innocent human being to life
(No. 60). [xvi]
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A majority of the Sunni and some Shi'ite scholars make a distinction between two
stages in pregnancy divided by the end of the fourth month (120 days) when the
ensoulment takes place. On the other hand, a majority of the Shi'ite and some Sunni
jurists have exercised caution in making such a distinction because they regard the
embryo in the pre-ensoulment stages as alive and its eradication as a sin. That is why
Sunni jurists in general allow justifiable abortion within that period, while all schools

agree that the sanctity of fetal life must be acknowledged after the fourth month.”
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Stem cells for research purposes also can be procured from donated sperm and eggs
mixed together and cultured in a petri dish. Genetic materials outside the uterus have no
legal status in Jewish law, for they are not even a part of a human being until implanted
in a woman’s womb, and even then, during the first 40 days of gestation, their status is
“as if they were simply water.” Abortion is still prohibited during that time, except for
therapeutic purposes, for in the uterus such gametes have the potential of growing into
a human being. Outside the womb, however, at least at this time, they have no such
potential. As a result, frozen embryos may be discarded or used for reasonable purposes

and so may the stem cells that are procured from them.”
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