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Mae Chis’ Access to Higher Monastic
Education in Thailand

Abstract

This research investigates the relationship between Thai mae chis’ access to higher monastic

education, provided by the sangha, and their opportunities to find appropriate accommodation and

financial support. While the Mahanikaya Sangha has supported mae chis in their Abhidhamma Studies

since 1951, the Dhammayuttika-Nikaya Sangha has provided mae chis with the opportunity to

pursue Pali Studies in a similar way to monks since 1963 (even though there still exist some

significant differences). As a consequence of the enactment of their University Acts in 1997, both

Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University and Mahamakut Buddhist University have been able

to admit mae chis to their programmes. Our research will show that monastic educational career

opportunities for mae chis have improved significantly over the last 10 years or so. A major objective of

our research is to provide an analytical investigation of the interviews we conducted with students,

administrators and teachers in higher monastic education. Here, we will discuss the views and

experiences of our interviewees in order to study the potential and effectiveness of the monastic

education that has been made available to Thai mae chis in recent years.

Keywords : Thai mae chis, access to higher monastic education, gender in Thai Buddhism, Pali

Studies, Buddhist Studies, bhikkhuni
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	 “Mae Chiis have not been entitled to study for Bachelor
degrees at the two Buddhist universities in Thailand and
there are few opportunities for them to attain higher
education” (Lindberg  Falk, Making Fields of Merit, /�"�
*WQ).

 “…, Thai mae chiis have been excluded from the
Buddhist universities with the exception of some courses
that are open to them” (Lindberg Falk, Making Fields of

Merit, /�"� WVQ).
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�!���7��-� �,��� �� $����)�
��
)�����,�Q�����

�� &��������	'
�;&4 �#�9�' ��9���;���F, ���;��	�����5��

.&. *,V�, ��;���	6%��. V ����	�, ��"���������.����%�;�;��	
��&?�4������1./����	���	;	� 2��/��F�;.����, ;�	�#�9�#5/��9
�����	' ./����	���	./���>��9���������	���	 
.&. *,V|,
����!"��#��	�����9&������., �������&���� Q 
.&. *+**-*+*~.
���.����0�./����	���	./���>��9���������	���	!"���9�������
*+,�-*+++, ��1��?�4��%������� ./����	���	./���>��9���-
������	���	, ������=����
�����&����' ����#������=��	�$��,
���.�������#���=�����	���	.
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�� Gosling �����2��{ *+*~ ��� “There is a certain irony
in the fact that the secular universities in Thailand do not
recognize degrees from the Buddhist Universities. Graduates
from both Mahamakut and Mahachulalongkorn have no
difficulty in finding places in post-graduate courses at
Indian Universities and to a lesser extent at universities
in Europe and the U.S.A. One Mahachulalongkorn
undergraduate who had passed prayog nine was fairly
recently allowed to transfer directly to an undergraduate
course at Cambridge. But even on completing his
Mahachulalongkorn B.A. he would not have been eligible
to start an undergraduate course at any secular Thai
university.” (Gosling, David, (1980), “New Directions in
Thai Buddhism”, Modern Asian Studies, Vol. 14. No. 3, /�"�
,WQ). �� Chatsumarn Kabilsingh, “Buddhism and National
Development: A Case Study of Buddhist Universities”, /�"� q+.

�	 �����	'������.��	' ������9/' (�������� 0��4���%�..�����) ;
�	�
2��{ *+*V ��� “The central problem regarding these
Buddhist universities (which the monks themselves
emphasize as the most urgent) is the need to be academically
recognized by the government.” (Chatsumarn Kabilsingh,
“Buddhism and National Development: A Case Study of
Buddhist Universities”, /�"� |Q.
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.&. *+�V 5.���;��	��0�%��.�#;�I���./������� �#��� *
���, 
.&. *+W� �#;�I��#��� ~ ���, 
.&. *+W, �#;�I� ~ ���,

.&. *+W+ �#;�I� * ���, 
.&. *+Wq �#;�I� , ���, 
.&. *+W|
�#;�I� V ���, 
.&. *+WQ �#;�I� V ���, 
.&. *+WV �#;�I� q ���,

.&. *+*� �#;�I� W ���, 
.&. *+*W �#;�I� ~ ���, 
.&. *+**
�#;�I� W ���, 
.&. *+*~ �#;�I� , ���, 
.&. *+*, �.�.�5.����#;�I�,

.&. *+*+ �#;�I� W ���, 
.&. *+*q �#;�I� * ���, 
.&. *+*|
�#;�I� , ���, 
.&. *+*Q �#;�I� + ���, 
.&. *+*V �#;�I� W ���,

.&. *+~� �#;�I� W ���, 
.&. *+~W �.�.�5.����#;�I�, 
.&. *+~*
�#;�I� , ���, 
.&. *+~~ �.�.�5.����#;�I�, 
.&. *+~, �#;�I� +
���, 
.&. *+~+ �#;�I� + ���, 
.&. *+~q �#;�I� q ���, 
.&.
*+~| �#;�I� + ���, 
.&. *+~Q �#;�I� W� ���, 
.&. *+~V
�#;�I� | ���, 
.&. *+,� �#;�I� V ���, 
.&. *+,W �#;�I� ~ ���,

.&. *+,* �#;�I� + ���, 
.&. *+,~ �#;�I� , ���, 
.&. *+,,
�#;�I� W ���, 
.&. *+,+ �#;�I� , ���, 
.&. *+,q �#;�I� + ���,

.&. *+,| �#;�I� , ���, 
.&. *+,Q �#;�I� ~ ���, 
.&. *+,V
�#;�I� | ���, 
.&. *++� �.�.�!"��#;�I�, 
.&. *++W �.�.�!"��#;�I�,

&. *++* �#;�I� * ���, 
.&. *++~ �#;�I� W ���, 
.&. *++,
�#;�I� W ���, ��.5.�����1;��	��#;�I���395�� 
.&. *+�V-*++, �#���
W+* ���, ��9��;��	������, �����N�9�N������., ���9;�
./����,
*++,.

�� 5.��������� 
��6����, ���%���$����5.�����	 
.&. *+++.
���;��	���������5��, /��/�"�5.����$����5.�����	������ ��9/���
�������. �����1 *+ 
@40��. *+++, ��.0�4�'.
�� 5.����.&�� ����;
I9, �#;�I�����&?�4� V ����	����5��
�9
���;�&��	, �������9���., �����1 W| %�����. *+++, ��.0�4�'.
�� 
.&. *+*V .�5.����#;�I����� V ����	� ;
�	9 W ���, �{ 
.&.
*+~+ 5.����#;�I� W ���, �{ 
.&. *+~Q 5.����#;�I� W ���, �{ 
.&.
*+~V 5.����#;�I� * ���, �{ 
.&. *+,� 5.����#;�I� * ���, �{ 
.&.
*+,W .�5.����#;�I� * ���, �{ 
.&. *+,* 5.����#;�I� W ���, �{

.&. *+,~ �.�.�5.����#;�I�, �{ 
.&. *+,, .�5.����#;�I� W ���, �{

.&. *+,+ .�5.����#;�I� W ���, �{ 
.&. *+,q .�5.����#;�I� * ���,
�{ 
.&. *+,| .�5.����#;�I� W ���, �{ 
.&. *+,Q �.�.�5.����#;�I�,
�{ 
.&. *+,V .�5.����#;�I� W ���, �{ 
.&. *++� .�5.����#;�I�
W ���, �{ 
.&. *++W .�5.����#;�I� W ���, �{ 
.&. *++*-*++~
�.�.�5.����#;�I� �{ 
.&. *++, .�5.����#;�I� * ���, ��9��;��	�,
./����	���	./�.��X������	���	, ;���������#;��.
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���� ��
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����.��
���!���6!��!���.��4�����������”�	 	!����������(


�����������#���7��
�5������������������ �0	�!����	)

�� ��.5.��� ��9
� �#/�.���, ���� V ����	� �����1 * ��
�9
���;�&��	, �����	'����# ������;$�����	���	 (���	���	5.���)
�#;0����%9��	 ��9/�����������.�.

�� �$����5.�����	 �����39;.z1������1 *Q ��9/��. 
.&. *+W*.
�	 &��������	' ��.����� 9�.����;���6,�����	'����#0������
����6� ���&���&����' ./����	���	%��.&����', ���&?�4�
;���	6%��. V ����	�, 
��%&�������=��, ����6�./����=��
./����	���	;��� ���;��	, ����6���4O����=�� ��>��9���'./����	���	.
�����1 ** 
@40��. *+++, �$����1./���>��9���������	���	,
��.0�4�'.
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 5.��������� ���.�	, �������3#0�4�;���6, ����&?�4� ,, �����	'

�;&4��1./�������;$�����	���	���.����$����5.�����	, ��1��?�4�
��9!"��#��	������	���/��./�������;$�����	���	, �����1 W,
.�$���	� *+++, ��.0�4�'.

�� 
�������66���./����	���	 ./���>��9���������	���	
5��
�������66���./�.��X������	���	.
�� ;���������#;��, ���=�����	���	 ./����	���	./���>�-
�9���������	���	. 
.&. *+,*.
�� 
��&����.0��6��, ��9&��������	', ��., ��9�%�������
���	������� ./����	���	./���>��9���������	���	, �����1 ,
��9/��. *++~, ��.0�4�'.
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