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Mae Chis’ Access to Higher Monastic

Education in Thailand

Abstract

This research investigates the relationship between Thai mae chis’ access to higher monastic
education, provided by the sangha, and their opportunities to find appropriate accommodation and
financial support. While the Mahanikaya Sangha has supported mae chis in their Abhidhamma Studies
since 1951, the Dhammayuttika-Nikaya Sangha has provided mae chis with the opportunity to
pursue Pali Studies in a similar way to monks since 1963 (even though there still exist some
significant differences). As a consequence of the enactment of their University Acts in 1997, both
Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University and Mahamakut Buddhist University have been able
to admit mae chis to their programmes. Our research will show that monastic educational career
opportunities for mae chis have improved significantly over the last 10 years or so. A major objective of
our research is to provide an analytical investigation of the interviews we conducted with students,
administrators and teachers in higher monastic education. Here, we will discuss the views and
experiences of our interviewees in order to study the potential and effectiveness of the monastic

education that has been made available to Thai mae chis in recent years.

Keywords : Thai mae chis, access to higher monastic education, gender in Thai Buddhism, Pali

Studies, Buddhist Studies, bhikkhuni
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¢ “Mae Chiis have not been entitled to study for Bachelor

degrees at the two Buddhist universities in Thailand and
there are few opportunities for them to attain higher
education” (Lindberg Falk, Making Fields of Merit, %t
©ow).

“ ., Thai mae chiis have been excluded from the
Buddhist universities with the exception of some courses
that are open to them” (Lindberg Falk, Making Fields of

Merit, Wi owe).
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Buddhist Universities”, %1 ae.
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Aunwal.

MYau wWisusuloA, W LafeI5550aa Y. / Kancana Triamdhachook, maechee. (interview)

TP UYWL, HTerananse. as. Wnhanedsnd$se aninenaufatng. / Channarong Boonnoon.
(interview)

AN Aneun, Wi A3, enasdusTadmuReIInedy Anenauudd) suneiinsedy dwmiauassRin. /
Duangphorn Khamhomku, Maechee. (interview)

SUasnel WATERY, W 73, 1A3TUIEANMNUBLALLTINGNEY W INNaUsINNNg I BINeNAL. / Dhanyamas

Netrnoi, Maechee. (interview)
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Useiiu viysou, wif as. Ussswsantuwidineg wa. weee FamhwiBantuwiBlng thnve Swiaams. /
Prathin Khwan-On, Maechee. (interview)

wazp3sulnenansd (Uazys suadale), Mans1ansd. as. o5 MIURNNTINENTLMARIANNINUIITINNAY
38u9i0. / Pradharmakoshacarya (Prayoon dhammacitto) (interview)

WIZ5IMES (5 qole), eSuRaedinumsnny s sFeneg viwszduns nyewmne. / Pradharmasudhi (Peer
Sujato) (interview)

W‘;Ziﬂ%ﬁ%%gﬁ, @ﬁ’mLfﬁm’naﬁ’ﬂu‘mﬁﬁmpiw%\‘iaqwj N3NNI, / Prarajasiddhimuni. (interview)

WazesANAvNn (EuAUs ausntalga), 99mannasd. a3, 098NN MINNINENABLRARNAIN Y-
31INYNAY. / Prasrigambhirayan (Somcint Sammapafifio) (interview)

wazAs Iyl (9532 Fouls), {8918 TRBULEIRIIN NIUMWLWIUAS. / Prasrivajramuni (Vajra
thitamedho) (interview)

WazgBoIIYIng (ien Saanla), frhumansanst. a3, AuURTUAIINe . W nenauunaRaINTa-
193NeNAaY. / Prasudhidhamanuvatra (Thiap Sirifiano) (interview)

WIzmndIgRINe, aSnMIuRANMINeNAuNNNN) T INGNAY. / Pratheppariyattivimol. (interview)

uue3 Aslsauiiu, frrnmansnansd. a3, dazsulassnsSyaniv e mmsmansine medplssgn
WANINY1AYDITNAERS. / Montri Shirarocananand. (interview)

T3 NUANTIAIY, AMEARTIANTY 79, Uszanneisnd s AucRalaans WianenausIsuans. / Watchara
Ngamchitcharoen. (interview)

AUAYT NDYA, LT i’ﬂimag%’ﬂu\‘iﬂa WITUAIAIDYSYN. / Somkhuan Thongdee, Maechee. (interview)

ANFS AL, W3 TarusaeAsIN A9, / Shomsri Carupheng, Maechee. (interview)

aumanTzImSrTeaananse (B astaliy), Lﬁﬁa’]’nai’mmﬂﬁwmﬁl@%@ 5ULYI NFUNN. / Somdec Pramaha
Rajamangalacarya (Chuang Varapanno) (interview)

SRS, WezATUaR AMURTTIRMNENaY Sinenaumung Y inenay. / Sampiphadhanaviriyacarya,
Pragru Palat. (interview)

Fady Uiy, wid SathmhmBiaiy oransdfiesuasiivsnmsasduismsrhssimsumunuRiniinendy.
/ Sisalap Upamai, Maechee. (interview)

gn533uIn3N, Waza3 WinthnesimuninAng wningnduumungninenae. / Sutadharmakovid, Pragru.
(interview)

g Seaura, wid unuliBmandufigy 61neuasBFIRWInUAILUEH. / Sunantha Rianglaem, Maechee.
(interview)

gimwaBsnm (lan 1filn), nezaguan soedmaufrhesmeUssma W IngnaduumamanInBImendy. /

Suvadhanavajiragun, Pragru Palat (Sawai JotiKo) (interview)
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538l MafnFTE, Wil fouaumslssBousssuandaing snethnyie 36435143, / Anamphai Bhasakchai,

Maechee. (interview)

Bulmasiin
http://th.wikipedia.org/wiki/amAnendanusuns. (58Ul ow wouanAN weee)

http://th.wikipedia.org/wiki/amimenduglaiusssainss. (5 deTuil om naumax weee)





