L o P~}
LA N UNUIINSERIR N UNTS S a9 ng
TRADINAITTHARTIN

WIENNINTTHT BHNWIIA, SA.75."

uNAnes

Tunsfneideises “wwilduunuvmszasdiunsdiesinglugeammssenii (egeo-oges)” lanu
Unumniialszand o Ussibiundnde (o) madudmnsdanisanudauddaennsduiis (o) n1stuuzuasi
M9N5LIRY () NsmLINABweIsERNszuaulszrsUley (@) msldavainninnsalinnisilisauas

[

ulouieuniesy (@ msguuuiteFeniesmamadios (o) msldavsidendmeniades

dedruidundyanuuanuen unumiiseldindunisiavemszasifonmsdluimeng “Sens
dudnw Tusumstamwailleaiiensunasesuuuuszasulng nszasdmsimusinuglunisdeansms
o Funsyuyaiteussihsinmadiesiessiu uifhUssmdludnilne wavssaide waenguane
Sgossuyaazoueliile nanfe (n) wezastaansadudunisussmaniuinsieouivesass Fausszau
mjthuaufeszdulssmesonguyanaiinssyinindewssymsmaun (1) aduinssy wietnnisdlosiduiy
WlgUENTENUARIDTINVOINALT DAL ITTTTUVRIYUVY FIAN WAZAIANY UANTEadlnIsALiun1sUsen
Tnefinnsanesdlsznay m fufe (o) uuaAn (o) o uag (m) v3um

druuuunlfuunummszasd fuansnsidendsluswaniudesiansaniam o Jsznsie
(@) M3tnduulovnsuesdgronszymsemauifivinanudla (o) msviamsmsgninivesinnisidesds
PEANTTUVBNTENMEANAUT () n3iunlevisvesmainuazaaundus Ansevusieninuidnveq

WNEANAlNTY LagUUNoUNIENVEAEWT luSN YL AN

AadAgy : wudlduunumnszasd, nsidles, Uszensulee

* 9nuAdeiFes “uwilihumummszasifunisdiesingludemmssuniin” vesgudnnsenai@nu pnasnsaluminedy,
& .

“* NSEUMINTTE sHIVNLE, 5A.05. §AeBnnsuRdedvIng, JerwiensuingasuSayanln auninduifnw uniine sy
UNPAINTUTIVINGRE.



Trend in Sangha’s Role towards Thai Politics in
the Next Two Decades

Abstract

Research into the “trends and roles of the monastic sangha in Thai politics over the next
two decades (2013-2033)” reveals six key functions of the sangha: 1) the role of dealing with social
conflicts by using Buddhist methods of peace; 2) the role of offering political advice and guidance;
3) the role of developing people in accordance with democratic principles; 4) exercising the right
to criticize politicians and state policies; 5) the role of making political requests through peaceful
gatherings; 6) the role of exercising the right to vote.

While experiencing political gatherings and deepening rift in society among political factions
in Thailand, sangha needs to perform the role of “peace engineer,” in order to foster democracy
among citizens. Sangha also needs to improve skills in political communication. With regard to political
activities and demonstrations, the tradition of the Thai society, the monastic discipline, and
constitutional laws permit the monastic sangha the following expedients: a) with consensus by the
wider monastic community, monks can announce the measure of “turning over the almsbowl,” both
at the village and at the state level, in order to protest against individuals who violate the Buddhist
religion; B) monks can turn over the almsbowl’ vis-a-vis the state politicians who enact policies that
create an adverse effect on the lives of the general public or on righteous principles belonging to the
religion or the society, in order to preserve the well-being and goodness of the Thai society. Sangha’s
protests should be performed by using the following three criteria (1) concept; (2) content; and
(3) context.

The roles of the sangha with regard to voting in future elections on three variables: (1) the
government passing state policies that adversely affect Buddhism, due to lack understanding in the
religion; (2) politicians lacking awareness in the course and development of Buddhism, both in a
factual sense and in a legal sense; (3) other religions and their members enacting policies or performing
traditions that are hostile to and undermining Buddhism, and as a result are harmful to or negatively

affect the emotional state of Buddhists.

Keywords : Trends of Sangha’s Roles, Politics, Democracy
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