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Rajapilap Khamchan: The Interaction of Beliefs from
Tebhumikatha and Brahmanism
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Abstract
This article aims to analyze the beliefs derived from the Tebhumikatha and

Brahmanism as reflected inRajapilap Khamchan, a literary work from the Ayutthaya period.
The findings reveal that beliefs based on the Tebhumikatha tradition appear in several

forms, including references to celestial beings, non-human creatures and animals, other

NIATINNTeYsedny | UN 18 atuf 1 uns1au - guiey 2569 | 7



cosmological elements, and the concept of karma. In contrast, Brahmanical beliefs

are represented primarily through references to Brahmanical deities and related figures.
The interaction between the Tebhumikatha - based beliefs and Brahmanical beliefs
is evident through their appearance within the same narrative episodes and through
contrasting representations.

The reflections of these two belief systems suggest that the author possessed
extensive knowledge of both Buddhism and Brahmanism, enabling a harmonious
integration of the two traditions. The coexistence and interaction of these beliefs help
convey the narrative and the emotional dimensions of the characters more vividly,
particularly Phra Ram, who is portrayed not only as a courageous king but also as a human
being with emotional depth. As a result, the characterization of Phra Ram in Rajapilap

Khamchan is distinctive from that found in other Thai versions of the Ramakien.

Keywords: Rajapilap Khamchan, Religious Syncretism, Traibhumikatha Cosmology,

Brahmanism, Beliefs
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Abstract
This article examines the role of Buddhism in the construction of political

legitimacy during the reign of King Petracha (1688-1703), a critical transitional period in the
late Ayutthaya kingdom. Following the political crisis at the end of King Narai’ s reign, the
change of dynasty and the instability of royal authority compelled the monarchy to seek
new forms of legitimacy beyond hereditary succession. This study employs documentary
analysis of historical chronicles and relevant Thai and international scholarship to analyze
the relationship between religion, politics, and state power in this context. The findings
suggest that King Petracha stratesically employed Buddhism as a key mechanism for
transforming political power into moral authority through the patronage of the Buddhist
monastic order ( Sangha), the performance of royal religious ceremonies, and the
construction and restoration of monasteries. At the same time, this moral authority was in
turn employed to legitimize political rule. Case studies of Wat Boromphuttharam and Wat
Phraya Man demonstrate different religious strategies, ranging from the symbolic assertion
of authority at the political center to the consolidation of authority through relationships
with monks and local communities. Although there is no clear evidence of large-scale land
grants or economic restructuring in favor of the Sangha, symbolic and ritual patronage
played a crucial role in legitimizing political authority and maintaining political stability.
This article argues that Buddhism during the reign of King Petracha should be understood
as a form of symbolic capital employed by the state in the exercise of power within pre-

modern Thai society.

Keywords: King Petracha, Ayutthaya Kingdom, Buddhism, Political Legitimacy, State-

Religion Relations
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Abstract
This article examines the Buddhist teachings, traditional beliefs, and cultural values

reflected in Nandopananda Sutra Kham Luang, a royal literary work composed by Prince
Thammathibet (Chao Fa Kung) during the Ayutthaya period. As an important religious text,

the work played a significant role in disseminating Buddhist teachings while reflecting the
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literary wisdom of Thai society. The study employs documentary analysis and textual
interpretation, focusing on the text's content, literary structure, and social functions. The
findings reveal that Nandopananda Sutra Kham Luang conveys essential Buddhist
principles, including morality (sila), concentration (samadhi), and wisdom (pafna), as well
as the virtue of compassion. The narrative portrays the interaction between the Buddha
and the Nandopananda Naga, with the naga symbolizing defilements and ignorance, while
its subjugation represents the triumph of righteousness over unrighteousness. The text also
preserves beliefs concerning auspiciousness and religious values that have long influenced
Thai society. The study concludes that the Nandopananda Sutra Kham Luang serves as an
important cultural document that reflects the close relationship among Buddhist teachings,
traditional beliefs, and literary art, highlighting literature's role in preserving cultural

knowledge and Thai identity across generations.

Keywords: Nandopananda Sutra Kham Luang, Buddhist Teachings, Cultural Values and

Beliefs
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Abstract
This article aims to: (1) examine the general conditions of Ayutthaya City Island prior

to the construction of Pridi-Thamrong Bridge; (2) investigate the origins of the bridge
project; (3) study the construction process of the bridge; and (4) analyze the economic and
social changes that occurred on Ayutthaya City Island following the construction of Pridi-
Thamrong Bridge up to the present day. The findings reveal that before the construction
of the Pridi Thamrong Bridge, transportation to Ayutthaya City Island was difficult because
the island was surrounded by rivers, and travel relied primarily on boats. The development
of Ayutthaya City Island and the construction of the Wang Noi, Ayutthaya Road led to the
establishment of the bridge project. Construction began in August 1940, was completed
within three years, and the bridge was officially opened on 14 July 1943, coinciding with
the birthday of Field Marshal Plaek Phibunsongkhram, the Prime Minister at the time. He
named the bridge “Pridi-Thamrong Bridge” in honor of the people of Phra Nakhon Si
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Ayutthaya Province, whose representatives in the government included two prominent
fisures: Pridi Banomyong and Rear Admiral Thawan Thamrongnawasawat. Following its
construction, the bridge significantly improved transportation and accessibility to Ayutthaya
City Island. It also contributed to the expansion of new commercial areas, particularly Hua
Ro Market and Ho Rattanachai Market, while strengthening transportation links between

Ayutthaya and neighboring provinces.
Keywords: Pridi-Thamrong Bridge, Ayutthaya City Island, Phra Nakorn Si Ayutthaya
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Abstract
This research article aims to create a storyline for a historical dance drama

performance in a contemporary Thai dance format. The study utilizes a qualitative research
methodology and a Creative Research process, conducted through three primary stages:
1) data collection from primary and secondary sources, including Royal Chronicles,
historical records, and critical historical interpretations, complemented by in-depth
interviews; 2) data analysis using Thematic Analysis; and 3) the refinement and
development of the creative work based on expert feedback.

The findings reveal that the conciseness of the Royal Chronicles leaves significant
"gaps" that allow the researcher to interject emotional narratives through the construction
of a "Counter-Narrative." This approach seeks to restore a sense of humanity to the
character of Thao Si Sudachan. By applying Surapol Virulrak’s (2004) theory of dance drama
design specifically in the stages of Concept Definition and Drafting in conjunction with
Aristotle’s six elements of tragedy (Poetics), the researcher developed a dramatic storyline
capable of portraying political tensions and the complexities of ordinary human experience
within the currents of power. This creative endeavor elevates contemporary Thai dance as

a platform for learning and significant social critique.

Keywords: Thao Si Sudachan, Contemporary Thai Dance, Storyline Creation, Surasiang
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Abstract
This research article aims 1) to analyze language and the construction of

representations in different versions of the legend of Phra Nang Soi Dok Mak, and 2) to
examine the roles of these representations in the registration of Thailand’s National
Intangible Cultural Heritage in the category of folk literature and language. This study
employs a qualitative research methodology. The research data consist of versions of the
legend of Phra Nang Soi Dok Mak derived from historical documents, oral literature, and
literature for youth, as well as field data obtained through interviews with local wisdom
holders and focus group discussions. The data were analyzed by applying Hall’s (1997)
concept of representation as the principal theoretical framework.

The findings reveal that language in each version of the legend functions as an important
mechanism for constructing five types of representations: 1) representations of characters, 2)
representations of places, 3) representations of Thai—-Chinese relations, 4) representations of belief-
related cultural capital, and 5) representations of moral and ethical lessons. These representations
enable the legend to systematically connect narrative elements to the commmunity's social, cultural,
and belief contexts. Furthermore, the representations found in the legend play significant roles in
the process of registering Thailand’s National Intangible Cultural Heritage by affirming the value of

language and folk literature, reflecting local identity and distinctiveness, linking narratives with
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community history, transmitting spiritual values, beliefs, and cultural relationships, and supporting

the preservation and transmission of intangible cultural heritage in contemporary society.

Keywords : The Legend of Phra Nang Soi Dok Mak, Language, Representation, National
Intangible Cultural Heritage
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