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Abstract

It has frequently been the case that investment in land development brings on physical and environmental
change. As a consequence, urban communities, especially in central business districts, have been affected
heavily by capitalistic forces and have been overlooked. The article aims to develop a better understanding of

urban community through six case studies, rented on the Crown Property Bureau’s superblock, by analyzing a
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diverse set of physical, socio-economic, and social relationships. The study portrays the living environments via
1) urban physical characteristics, 2) household socio-economic relationships, and 3) dwellers’ expectations of
development. The analysis highlights two sets of community relationships: 1) the social relations between the
original community group and the hidden population group, and 2) the influential factors affecting shelter
and environmental improvement. The findings underline the fact that the deep ties between physical setting
and socio-economic conditions serve as barriers to positive change. Also, the lack of unity under these circum-
stances means that communities are facing diminished land legitimacy, and so must positively demand a

critical dialogue with the landowner to secure a mutually beneficial outcome.
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