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Abstract

Chiang Mai, an important City in the northern part of Thailand, has been changed rapidly because of
urban development. This causes the increase of population and changes in land use, especially the rapid
decrease of agricultural lands which, as a result, affects on the environment and quality of life of people in the
city. The objectives of this research study were to investigate the potential of agricultural lands, the attitude of
the agriculturist in the area on agricultural lands, and to give suggestions on how to conserve the agricultural

lands sustainably by means of field survey, collected secondary data and interview 1,000 agriculturist with
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questionnaires. The potential of agricultural lands was then analyzed by Potential Surface Analysis (PSA) and
quantitative data was analyzed in terms of percentage and mean. It was found that the northern and eastern
plains were appropriate for farming, and the southern plain for horticulture. As for economics and social aspects,
it revealed that there were sufficient supporting market for farm products, but the problems was high production
cost and low production price. However, the agriculturists want to conserve their agricultural lands, but they did
not have younger generations to do farming. To conserve the farm lands sustainably, it consisted of the land
use control for conservation of agricultural lands, tax measures, investment funds or cooperative, product
transformed promotion, the development of central markets for agricultural products, the implantation of
land-use awareness to the people and younger generations, the knowledge and information dissimilation to
the agriculturists and agricultural grouping.
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