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About Thammasat Journal of Japanese Studies

Thammasat Journal of Japanese Studies is an academic journal of Institute of East Asian
Studies, Thammasat University, and is published half yearly (2 issues per year). The Journal has
following policy:

1. To provide a channel for dissemination of research outputs related to Japanese studies
in all aspects and establish a platform for scholars, practitioners and graduate students to share
knowledge and experiences and utilize the journal as a valuable resource to increases the body of
knowledge that benefit society and national integrated development.

2. To inform readers about academic activities of Japanese Studies Program to enhance
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The Journal will publish original and quality articles related to Japanese Studies in field of
History, Economics, Politics, Business, Sociology, Anthropology, Language, Philosophy, Literature, and Arts.
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Editor’s Statement

Thammasat Journal of Japanese Studies, Volume 42, No. 2, presents a wide range of wisdom
in Japanese studies, encompassing political, economic, social, and educational dimensions. The issue

includes the following contributions:

1. “The Decline of Alcohol Consumption in Japan (1990-2024): An Analysis of Socio-Cultural
Changes in Japanese Society” by Frichicilia Grare Stahlumb et al. This article offers an insightful analysis
of alcohol consumption culture, which has long been deeply embedded in Japanese society but is
now facing a critical turning point. The study examines processes of adaptation and the search for

a new balance between traditional drinking culture and contemporary health-conscious trends.

2. “Survey and Practical Report on Improving the Skills of an Oral Presentation Using Anime
as Learning Materials” by Tajima Kazuyoshi. This article reflects academic efforts to modernize teaching
and learning materials to better align with Generation Z learners. It focuses on developing oral
presentation skills using anime, a highly popular form of entertainment that resonates strongly with

students and is therefore an effective pedagogical tool.

3. “Translation Strategies for Technical Term in Elderly Care from Japanese into Thai”
by Sirikwan Sanguanphon. This study examines the prevalence of different translation approaches for
Japanese elderly care terminology into Thai, including literal translation, the use of established Thai
equivalents, and translation with explanatory additions. Given Thailand’s ambition to become
a regional medical hub and the increasing number of elderly Japanese residents in Thailand, this

research is particularly relevant to the country’s healthcare and medical service sectors.

4. “Economic Diplomacy and Third-Country Market Cooperation: A Case Study of Japan-China
Collaboration in Thailand” by Pornpawis Lhapeerakul and Weerapat Putthasawat. This article provides
a comparative analysis of two major economic powers that play significant roles in Thailand and the
region. By highlighting differences in Japanese and Chinese investment strategies, the study contributes
valuable insights into investment cooperation and the development of Thailand’s economic capacity

and infrastructure, supporting its aspiration to become a sustainable regional hub.

5. “The Intensification of the Mekong Subregion-Japan Relations Amidst Global Interregnum:
Strategic Cooperation, Regional Dynamics and Implications for Thailand” by Narut Charoensri.
This article analyzes changes in domestic and international political dynamics that affect all actors in
the Mekong Subregion, an arena of great power competition marked by both relative decline and
resurgence among the United States, China, and Japan. With Japan as the central case study, the
research highlights important implications for Thailand, particularly in terms of emerging opportunities

and challenges.



6. “The Case of Katsugoro’s Past-Life Memories: An Analysis of the Value of an Official Edo-
Period Record Concerning Reincarnation” by Thitisorn Saeng-urai. The article’s significance lies not only
in its examination of a remarkable historical case from the Edo period, but also in its analysis of
systematically recorded literature as historical evidence. It provides valuable insights into Japanese

social and cultural life prior to the country’s transition into the modern era.

In addition, the issue features a book review of “Tales of Plague and Pestilence: A History of
Disease in Japan”. The book’s distinctive contribution lies in its exploration of historical dynamics
through the lens of disease and its impact on Japanese society, politics, economy, and everyday life.
The review by Benjamin Ivry offers enriching perspectives and knowledge for scholars and general

readers alike.

It is hoped that the articles published in this issue of Thammasat Journal of Japanese Studies
will prove valuable to readers and contribute meaningfully to the further development of Japanese

studies in Thailand.

Jintavat Sirirat

Editor
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The Decline of Alcohol Consumption in Japan (1990-2024):

An Analysis of Socio-cultural Changes in Japanese Society

Abstract

Drinking alcohol is an inseparable habit from Japanese society because it is believed
to strengthen social bonds. However, since the 1990s, the level of alcohol consumption in
Japan has continued to decline, especially when the COVID-19 pandemic occurred in 2020.
Using data from Ministry of Finance Japan, National Tax Agency Japan, Ministry of Health,
Labour and Welfare, National Police Agency, the news articles and related literature, this
research examines how the decline in alcohol consumption in Japan began and further
analyses whether the drinking culture commonly practiced by Japanese society has undergone
changes. Through Talcott Parsons’ structural functional theory, it is explained that the decline
of alcohol consumption in Japan is a process towards a new equilibrium in Japan’s drinking
culture. As such, this research contributes to the study of the dynamics of alcohol consumption
trends in Japan due to social change in Japanese society. The social change analysis
documents the ‘perception change’ through three external factors that determine Japanese
people’s decision to change their alcohol consumption trend, which is characterized by
a gradual decline in alcohol consumption in Japan. The change in Japanese society’s view of
alcohol consumption has led to a new dynamic in the current drinking culture, but it does

not mean abandoning it altogether.

Keywords: alcohol consumption, Japanese society, lifestyle, social change, culture



The Decline of Alcohol Consumption in Japan (1990-2024):

An Analysis of Socio-cultural Changes in Japanese Society

1. Introduction

Japan tops the list as the country that consumes the most alcohol (Larsen, 2019).
A study from The Leisure Development Research Center in Tokyo states that the rate of
alcohol consumption in Japan has quadrupled since 1960 (Alexander, 2013). Alcoholic
beverages have long been revered in Japan, where Japanese people still offer them to God
and take part in ritual drinking to strengthen their bond with God (Kirin Holdings, 2023). One
example is Japan’s national alcoholic beverages Sake, which is used as an offering on altars
for purification rituals, ceremonies, and celebrations because Sake is considered a medium to
help build relationships between humans and God. With this belief, the Japanese have
developed their relationship with alcohol and found value in more than just drinking it. In
addition, the culture of drinking alcohol is regarded as a good meaning for some groups and
as an integral part of Japanese culture because they see it to initiate and strengthen
relationships, which is very common (Larsen, 2019).

Alcoholic beverages also play an important role in everyday life as well as the business
and corporate environment in Japan known as Nomikai (fk#4%). Nomikai is a development of
the word Nominication (8k 7 =/ — < =@ ) which means communicating while drinking
together (Alexander, 2013). Nomikai activities are usually conducted after work and aim to
instill loyalty and trust among Japanese workers (WeXpats, 2020). Other evidence of the
importance of alcohol in Japan is the easy sale of alcoholic beverages in vending machines
(A #hik7ER = Jidouhanbaiki) as well as the many alcohol-only bar stands designed to resemble
noodle shops to cater to workers who use them as a ‘medium’ to release the stresses of life.

The popularity of drinking culture in Japan can be seen in Figure 1, which shows that
in 1989-1995 the adult population in Japan was proportional to the amount of alcohol
consumption in Japan, even doubling. In the 2000s, there was a noticeable decline in Japan’s
alcohol consumption even though the adult population in Japan was increasing. The furthest
gap between the adult population and the amount of alcohol consumed began to occur in
2014 when only 80 liters of alcohol were consumed by Japan’s approximately 100 million

adult population.
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Figure 1 The amount of alcohol consumption in Japan between 1989-2017.

Source: nippon.com (2019)

Another data that can show a decline in alcohol consumption in Japan is a graph from
the National Japan Agency published by nippon.com (2019). According a graph, it can be seen
that in 1994 the amount of alcohol consumption in Japan was almost double the population
of Japan at that time and at the same time this was the beginning of the decline of alcohol
consumption in Japan. From 2004 to 2016, there began to be a significant change in that the
increase in population in Japan was not proportional to the increase in alcohol consumption in

Japan; rather, the consumption of alcoholic beverages in Japan was shrinking amidst a stable

population.

Alcohol consumption per adult Adult population
(liter) (million)
120.0 104.9 105.0 105.1 106.0

103.2 104.0
100.0 -
101.4 102.0
80.0 —
100.0
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0.0 — S R— 90.0

1994 2004 2014 2015 2016

Figure 2 Comparison of Japan’s population and alcohol consumption rate in different periods

Source: Matsuyama (2019)
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The peak of the decline in alcohol consumption in Japan occurred during the COVID-19
pandemic. The COVID-19 pandemic that occurred in early 2020 triggered the entire world to
move quickly to address the problem, and Japan was no exception. In April 2020, when the
state of emergency was first declared, there was a 17.1% drop in alcohol consumption from
the same time in the previous year; conversely, there was a year-on-year increase in household
spending on alcohol as more people drank at home after the government asked people not

to go out (nippon.com, 2021).

Alcohol Consumption

(BV)OOO Before pandemic L oy oy 4 During pandemic

7,000
6,000
5,000
4,000

3,000

2,000
1,000

0
2019 2020 2021

M Dining out At home
Figure 3 Total alcohol consumption in Japan before and during the COVID-19 pandemic.

Source: nippon.com (2021)

In a graph released by nippon.com in 2021, there is a change in the pattern of Japanese
people consuming alcohol before and after the COVID-19 pandemic. The table explains that
before the COVID-19 pandemic, Japanese people preferred to drink alcohol outside the home
(in restaurants or izakaya), and spending on it was still quite high. However, after the COVID-19
pandemic, the trend has shifted to drinking alcohol at home rather than outside due to the
Japanese government’s restrictions. The most surprising thing is that while household
consumption has increased, spending on it has dropped dramatically.

The culmination of the decline in alcohol consumption in Japan during the COVID-19
pandemic has been a shift in the meaning of Nomikai (fk#4%) and it is feared that the culture
may soon disappear due to changes in Japanese attitudes towards alcohol consumption. A survey
conducted in 2021 found that for the first time, more Japanese employees were against

Nomikai culture than in favor of it, with over 60% of respondents believing that workplace drinking
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parties were no longer necessary (Richards, 2023). The popularity of Nomikai has declined
recently, according to data from Nippon Life Assurance, especially among female employees
who are concerned about sexual harassment and lack of time for childcare (Nishizawa, 2023).

Another alarming fact is Sake, which is one of Japan’s iconic alcoholic beverages that
is full of cultural values, has also experienced a significant decline in sales. Quoted from
nippon.com (2024), the consumption level of Sake in 2022 is only 422,000 kilolitres, less than
a third of the 1.57 million kilolitres in 1970. This statement is supported by a graph released
by the National Tax Agency Japan (Figure 3), which shows that Sake consumption in Japan has

fallen by 77% since 1973 (1.77 million kilolitres), the peak year for Sake consumption in Japan.

Total Sake Production
(licensed) in Japan

4,000 Peak of P
in 1956: 4.073
3,500
Decreased
3,000 62%
Production in
2,500 2022: 1.536

2,000
1,500
1,000
500
0

DO =N

HS oo

; > > [SE=E=k=]

: . S

Figure 4 Annual Per Capita Consumption of Sake in Japan from 1970-2022.

1970
1975
1980
1985

Source: National Tax Agency Japan, published by Makiuchi (2024)

2. Purposes

Based on the background above, the authors are interested in raising the issue of socio-
cultural changes in Japanese society by analyzing the phenomenon of declining alcohol
consumption in Japan between 1990 until 2024. The reason we chose the 1990-2024 timeframe
is because it shows how alcoholic beverages in Japan gained initial popularity in 1989, where
alcohol consumption increased in 1990 and then peaked in 1994, and from 1994 to the present,
alcohol consumption in Japan has been steadily declining. Through this research, the authors
want to reveal what has changed in the culture of alcohol consumption in Japan, the factors
that make Japanese people reduce their alcohol consumption habits, and the impact of

declining alcohol consumption on the social changes of Japanese people in their daily lives.
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An Analysis of Socio-cultural Changes in Japanese Society

3. Literature Review

The previous research that is referred to in this paper is research on changes in the culture
of drinking alcohol in European countries, considering that in the case of East Asian countries,
Japan is a country whose consumption continues to decline when compared to China
(nippon.com, 2024) and South Korea (Jobst, 2024). Authors chose an article from Beccaria and
Rolando (2016) entitled “The more you know, the better you drink: The new drinking culture
in Italian wine production areas.” This paper discusses the decline in alcohol consumption in
ltaly in the last 10 years. The findings of this study are that there are interrelated factors in
the decline of drinking, including industrialization and urbanization, shifts in alcohol consumption
among young people, shifts in attitudes towards drunk people, and increased attention to
physical health. Based on these findings, it is concluded that the decline in alcohol consumption
in Italy is a slowly transforming socio-cultural change that has led to the importance of informal
norms in regulating alcohol consumption at the local level (Beccaria & Rolando, 2016).

The discourse on the socio-cultural changes in Japanese society in consuming alcoholic
beverages indicates a contradiction in Japanese social life, especially since Japanese people
believe that the main key in social life is social interaction and uniformity. This can be seen
from Japanese people who pay great attention to #fn (Chouwa), which is harmony, balance,
compatibility, and harmony in society (Nindya, 2017). Japanese people believe that harmony
in society is very important and necessary to build stability, so Japanese society is often
referred to as a group-oriented society. Takeo’s statement (in Choirunnisa, 2021) also validates
the position of alcoholic beverages that have inspired many forms and ways of thinking of
Japanese people in their daily lives, making the culture of drinking alcohol a matter of pride

for the Japanese people.

4. Theoretical Framework

This paper uses the socio-cultural change approach as a ‘knife’ to analyze the problem
formulation in this study. Social change is a phenomenon that has plagued humans
throughout the history of human civilization, whose stages start from traditional primitive
societies to reach complex modern levels (Handyka, 2023). In the context of cultural
transformation, social change is a process in which social, economic, political, and cultural
factors change the way people interact, think, and perceive the world around them, as well

as the way they identify themselves in a cultural context (Rahayu & Syam, 2021).
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The theoretical basis that the author uses is structural functionalism theory by Talcott
Parsons. The main idea of structural functional theory is to view social reality as a relationship
of community systems that are in balance, namely a unity consisting of interdependent parts,
so that changes in one part are seen as causing other changes (Aprilia & Juniarti, 2022). Through
this theory, Parsons offers the AGIL model, which is composed of four different subsystems,
each of which has a function to solve problems that occur in society (Prasetya et al., 2021).
Parsons claims that these four subsystems must exist in a society if it is to survive for a long
time among them:

1. A (Adaptation) is a system that refers to so that people can survive, they must be
able to adjust themselves.

2. G (Goal attainment) is a system that must be able to determine a goal that is
achieved in accordance with what is designed.

3. I(Integration) is a system that must organize the relationship between the parts that
are its components.

4. L (Latency) is a system that complements, maintains, and repairs both individual

motivation and the cultural patterns that create and sustain motivation.
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Figure 5 Theoretical Framework (data processed by authors)
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Based on the concepts previously described, the theoretical framework used in
analyzing this problem can be seen in Figure 5. In the graph, authors divide it into three
periods, 1990-1995, when alcohol consumption in Japan was still high; 1995-2020, when there
was a transition to a decrease in alcohol consumption in Japan; and 2020-present, when
alcohol consumption in Japan is decreasing. The transition in the consumption of alcoholic
beverages in Japan signifies socio-cultural changes caused by three factors such as population
imbalance, health awareness, and economic condition, which gave rise to a new dynamic in
alcohol consumption in Japan. These factors have implications for the decline in alcohol
consumption in Japan.

As the decline in alcohol consumption in Japan becomes more evident, a new culture
and habit of alcohol consumption is being created in Japan today. The emergence of a new
Japanese culture and habit of consuming alcohol is one of the efforts to preserve the culture
of drinking alcohol in Japan. This will be analyzed using the concept of structural functionalism
theory by Talcott Parsons. Through Figure 6, it can be explained that the socio-cultural change
in the case of declining alcohol consumption by Japanese people today is the result of AGIL
(Adaptation, Goal attainment, Integration, and Latency), which are continuous with each other,

creating a new balance in the form of ‘new Japanese drinking culture’.
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Figure 6 Structural Functional Theory for Japan’s new alcohol drinking culture

(data processed by authors)

5. Research Method

This research was conducted using qualitative methods, based on the analysis of socio-
cultural change proposed by Talcott Parsons. Qualitative research allows authors to explore
little-known areas, gain access to thoughts, feelings, and lived experiences, and observe social

processes so that authors gain a deeper and more complete understanding of the human
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social world (Kottmann & Reiher, 2020). This paper uses a phenomenological approach with
the aim of exploring, understanding, and interpreting the meaning of phenomena, events, and
their relationships with people in certain situations (Yusuf, 2014). Regarding the source of
research data, authors used the literature study method by utilizing data from Ministry data
such as Ministry of Finance Japan, National Tax Agency Japan, Ministry of Health, Labour and
Welfare, National Police Agency, the as primer data and then books, scientific articles, and
news sites as secondary data. Due to time and cost constraints, authors utilized interviews
from news sites as supporting data. The literature study method was chosen because it can
provide a comprehensive picture of Japanese people’s behaviour in the culture of drinking

alcohol from various time periods.

6. Results
In this section, we will discuss the findings related to the factors that led to the change
in Japanese people’s habit of consuming alcohol and analyze the change in Japanese people’s

habit of consuming alcohol based on structural functionalism theory by Talcott Parsons.

6.1 Factors contributing to Japan’s declining alcohol consumption rate

The findings reveal what has contributed to the decline in alcohol consumption in
Japan. In terms of the changes that have occurred over the period 1995-2020, the decline in
alcohol consumption in Japan has been influenced by three main factors.

1. Population Imbalance in Japan

The current population of Japan has brought the country to a condition referred to as
a super aging nation, which is characterized by a very large composition of elderly residents,
leading to various problems, including threats to Japan's economic vitality (Iskandar, 2020).
Although the number of people aged 65 and over in Japan is growing, it is not comparable to
the number of people aged 15-64 in Japan, who, although their numbers are declining,
outnumber the population aged 65 and over. Evidence of this is the graph obtained from the
Ministry of Health, Labor and Welfare (published by nippon.com) in 2024 that illustrates the
population imbalance in Japan, where the number of people aged 65 and above, marked in

red, is less than the number of people aged 15-64, marked in orange.
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Figure 7 Population Change for Three Key Age Groups in Japan

Source: nippon.com (2024)

The stagnant and even declining population of Japan indirectly affects the consumption
of alcoholic beverages in Japan. The increasing number of young people who are starting to
avoid alcoholic beverages has led to this activity being followed only by older adults (aged
40 and above). Most Japanese residents aged 40 and above consume alcohol due to work-related
needs. This is shown by research from Morikawa et al. (2014), which explains that Japanese
residents aged 40-49 consume alcohol to cope with work-related stress. With higher employee
mobility than ever before, the traditional Japanese lifetime employment system is experiencing
fluctuations. Japan’s economic downturn has accelerated employee turnover. Moreover, the old
methods commonly practiced in the work environment of Japanese companies are starting
to be abandoned by the new generation. Most young employees—and those not so young—
disagree with overtime and drinking with their bosses (Manning, 2024). Japanese millennials not
only experience a drastic decline in alcohol consumption, but they are also unafraid to state
that they avoid alcohol (Schreiber, 2020). Despite these changes, drinking alcohol remains an
important part of social and business culture in Japan. However, there is an increasing acceptance
of individual choices and a more balanced approach to alcohol consumption (Martin, 2020).

2. Increased Health Awareness

The increasing health consciousness of the Japanese public is characterized by the decreasing
frequency of drinking alcohol itself. A graph released by Ministry of Health, Labor and Welfare
in 2016 (Figure 8) shows that the number of alcohol drinkers in Japan is only about 42.1% in
various drinking durations, which means that more than 50% of Japanese people rarely or

even do not drink alcohol anymore.

11



Thammasat Journal of Japanese Studies Vol. 42 No. 2 (July — December 2025)

Drinking alcohol
0
le 42.1% 2016
3 - 4 days 1- 3 days
aweek amonth Quit drinking Drinki ool
) } rinking no alcoho
Every day 5a\ied:lzl s la vzvg:g s Seldom drink / (can't handle alcohol) Not stated
| I \
A .
Total 16.4 5513 6.1 7.9 7 35.2 | 1.7

Figure 8 Comparison of the number of alcohol drinkers and non-drinkers in Japan

Source: Ministry of Health, Labor and Welfare (2016)

The next supporting data is the number of alcohol drinkers in terms of age. Ministry of
Health, Labor and Welfare released a comparison of the number of alcohol drinkers by age
group (male and female) in 1989 and 2019. As a result, for both men and women, the number
of alcohol drinkers in the 20-29 age group (red bar graph) has decreased significantly compared

to other age groups.

Number of alcohol drinkers by age group (male) | | Number of alcohol drinkers by age group (female)
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Figure 9 Number of alcohol drinkers by age — Male and Female

Source: Ministry of Health, Labor and Welfare (2022)

The habit of Japanese people, especially young people, drinking less alcohol can be

attributed to the trend among young people to reduce alcohol consumption and switch to
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a healthier, alcohol-free lifestyle (Movendi International, 2020). This has led to the rise in
popularity of both low- and non-alcoholic beverages. Suntory’s website (2023) explains that
40% of Japanese people they surveyed now prefer low- or non-alcoholic beverages due to
better taste and health awareness. Although alcohol is deeply embedded in people’s lives
through tradition and culture, inappropriate consumption of alcoholic beverages can lead to
health problems (Ministry of Health Labour and Welfare Japan, 2024). Taking into account
health awareness and the desire to choose more sensible beverages, Japanese consumers are
seeing an increasing interest in low-alcohol beverages. The increasing use of low-alcohol
beverages indicates a significant shift from conventional drinking habits to choosing beverages
with low or no alcohol content (Manning, 2024). Ministry of Health, Labour, and Welfare
responded to the phenomenon of increased focus on health trends in society by issuing
alcohol consumption guidelines that prioritize health and encourage responsible alcohol
consumption in response to Ministry of Health, Labour, and Welfare. The guidelines are
expected to assist people in determining the appropriate amount to drink and the drinking
behaviour that suits their individual circumstances.

3. Economic Condition in Japan

Indirectly, the economic conditions that prevailed in Japan for more than two decades
contributed to Japanese people’s interest in consuming alcohol. There are two main concerns
regarding the influence of Japan’s economic conditions on the decline of alcohol consumption
in Japan. The first is the Japan Economic Bubble phenomenon, a condition where the
Japanese economy entered a period of severe recession as a result of excessive capital
investment during the bubble period and the heating up of the real estate sector (Ministry of
Finance Japan, 2012). Tsuru Tsuyoshi (in Nakagawa interview, 2024) explained that in the 1960s,
almost the entire Japanese population of working age consumed alcoholic beverages until it
reached its peak in 1990 and slowly experienced a decline in the population of Japanese
people who drank alcohol, shrinking by 30%. The phenomenon of the Japan Economic Bubble
in the late 1990s indirectly played a major role in the decline of alcohol consumption in Japan.
This phenomenon had a major impact on the income of the Japanese people at that time,
and in order for the needs of the Japanese people to be met amid economic difficulties, there
were costs that needed to be cut, one of which was the cost of alcoholic beverages, which
had an impact on the decline in the consumption and sales of alcohol in Japan. Second is

the tax on alcoholic beverages. Alcoholic beverage tax is one of the sources of economic
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revenue in Japan, which began to be imposed in 1901 (just before the Russo-Japanese War)
on the grounds that these drinks are considered luxury goods that are not consumed at home
but are provided in entertainment venues (Nikkei Japan, 2021). However, in 1999 alcoholic
beverage tax revenues began to decline as the volume of taxable liquor had also declined
(National Tax Agency, 2022). With the current popularity of non- and low-alcoholic beverages,
National Tax Agency of Japan created a new alcoholic beverage tax policy called the
unification tax that will be gradually implemented starting in 2020. With this policy, it is
expected that the tax on alcoholic beverages and non/low-alcoholic beverages will be unified
since alcoholic beverages currently face competition from non/low-alcoholic beverages. As
shown in Figure 10, the tax on alcoholic beverages (beer) will gradually decrease while the

tax on third beer (non-low-alcoholic beverages) will slowly increase until finally both types of

beverages have the same tax.

October 1, 2020
80 ¥77.00

40

“Third beer” ¥37.80
30 ¥28.00

20
Oct. 2020 Oct. 2023 Oct. 2026

Figure 10 Tax Rate Unification for Alcohol Beverages

Source: nippon.com (2020)

The decline in alcohol consumption in Japan has resulted in socio-cultural changes

that can be seen in the following matrix.
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Matrix of Socio-Cultural Change of Japanese Society towards declining

alcohol consumption in Japan

Socio-cultural Change
No. | Aspects of Change

Before After
1. | Population Although Japan’s old and Currently, the young (productive)
Imbalance in Japan | young populations have population in Japan is avoiding drinking

become more balanced, both | alcohol due to several considerations,

age groups still drink alcohol. including social and health considerations.
2. | Increase Health Both the old and the young As young people in Japan are avoiding
Awarness drink alcohol regularly for alcohol for health reasons, the popularity
various lengths of time. of non-alcoholic drinks is increasing.

3. | Economic Condition | The economy was in collapse | With the popularity of non/low-alcohol
in Japan at the time, with fluctuating drinks, Japan’s NTA is now issuing a tax
incomes causing people to rate where drinks with normal alcohol
rethink drinking alcohol due to | content are taxed progressively lower,

high prices and taxes. while non/low-alcohol drinks are taxed

progressively higher.

Through the matrix above, we can see the cause-and-effect relationship of the decline
in alcohol consumption in Japan. As a result of the continuous decline in alcohol consumption
in Japan, the culture of drinking alcohol in Japan has been transformed, and Japanese people
are slowly discovering a new, more humane drinking culture. This indicates that the drinking
culture in Japan is not something that can be eliminated, as it is seen as something that

enriches people’s lives and a good communication tool between individuals (Asahi Beer, 2016).

6.2 The Decline of Alcohol Consumptions in Japan from the Perspective of Talcott
Parsons’ Structural Functional Theory

The decline in alcohol consumption in Japan has been proven to have changed the
old order of drinking culture that Japanese people used to follow. This change in habits, when
viewed in a socio-cultural scope, can be seen holistically through an analysis of social change
that emphasizes elements of stability, function, integrity, coordination, and consensus (Rohati
et al,, 2021). According to this view, the community system consists of many interrelated
components, is symbiotic-mutualistic in nature, and tends towards balance but remains dynamic.

In detail, this section analyzes the chronology of the decline of alcohol consumption in Japan
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to create a new culture of drinking alcohol in Japan from the perspective of structural functional
theory initiated by Talcott Parsons. Based on this theory, society is a social system that consists
of parts or elements that are interrelated and united in balance. Changes that occur in one part
will also bring changes to other parts (Rohati et al., 2021). Parsons considered that to create
an orderly society, it can be analyzed through an action known as the AGIL scheme (Adaptation,
Goal Attainment, Integration, Latency). The AGIL system offered by Talcott Parsons can explain
if the changing culture of drinking alcohol in Japan is due to the continuous cause-and-effect
relationship between various elements that slowly create a new culture without leaving its
original identity, which is in accordance with the AGIL concept offered by Parsons.

1. A (Adaptation)

The decline in alcohol consumption in Japan, which has led to the formation of a new
drinking culture in Japan, is one example of the adaptation process of Japanese people’s
character in following the drinking culture. The adaptation of Japanese character that is
evident in the new drinking culture in Japan can be seen in two ways. The first is in terms of
the type of alcohol they drink. In the past, Japanese people used to drink high levels of
alcohol, but nowadays Japanese people prefer non-alcoholic or low-alcohol drinks. This
indicates that Japanese people have begun to adopt a healthy lifestyle but want to maintain
their inherent drinking culture. The second thing is the duration of drinking alcohol. In the past,
Japanese people could consume alcohol more than once a day, but nowadays Japanese
people tend to limit the duration of their drinking. This is because Japanese people are
increasingly aware of the dangers of excessive drinking, so they are wiser in consuming alcohol.

2. G (Goal Attainment)

The decline in alcohol consumption in Japan and the emergence of a new drinking
culture in Japan are closely related to the achievement of the goals that Japanese society
aims to attain. Basically, human behaviour always has a certain purpose. However, sometimes
individual goals do not always align with the larger social environment’s goals. Therefore,
individuals must adapt to the greater interests of groups or society (Rohati et al., 2021). When
Japanese society has begun to adapt to new habits in the drinking culture in Japan, there is
certainly a larger goal that is indirectly accumulating within each individual. It cannot be denied
that the goal of the Japanese people wanting to live healthier is clearly visible from the chronology
of the decline in alcohol consumption in Japan to the formation of a new drinking culture in Japan.

But the main focus of the creation of the new drinking culture in Japan is that the Japanese
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people want the alcohol-drinking culture to be preserved, but the effects of alcohol should
not harm those around them. Therefore, the essence of the alcohol-drinking culture in Japan today
is not merely gathering to drink as much alcohol as possible, but rather that the alcohol-drinking
culture serves as a means to strengthen relationships among individuals, whether they are
drinkers or non-drinkers. Everyone is entitled to experience the positive essence of this culture.

3. | (Integration)

The process of changing the drinking culture in Japan is an integration effort made by
the actors involved to create a harmonized order regarding the drinking culture in Japan.
Integration is needed to coordinate relationships between members to strengthen social
solidarity. The integration process will run well if the components in the AGL element are
connected, but if these components are not united, social solidarity will be destroyed if each
component of a system shows individual interests (Rohati et al., 2021). This is in line with
Parsons’ statement, which explains that the key to maintaining integrity is internalization and
socialization (Sulistiawati & Nasution, 2022). Thus, the process of changing the culture of
drinking alcohol in Japan is not the result of the hard work of a group of individuals alone,
but this phenomenon is the result of integration between Japanese society, the Japanese
government, and Japanese alcohol companies that continue to work together to reduce the
negative impact of alcohol in Japan with various policies. Although the culture of drinking
alcohol is highly valued in Japan, in order to make it more acceptable to everyone in Japan,
all three parties must work together to reduce negative stereotypes about the culture of
drinking alcohol. Even if it means sacrificing the amount of consumption and sales of alcohol,
at least the negative stereotypes of drinking culture can be minimized in Japan, and the
process of achieving balance will become easier.

4. L (Latency)

The process of changing the drinking culture in Japan is an attempt to achieve balance.
For this balance to be realized, a system is needed that can enhance, complement, and
maintain the cultural patterns in each element. In Japan, the culture of drinking alcohol is
considered something that must be maintained because drinking alcohol is not only about
culinary matters but also plays a social role in strengthening relationships between people
and is considered a sacred drink (Ministry of Health Labour and Welfare Japan, 2022). Therefore,
the Japanese society, sovernment, and alcohol industry continue to work on preservation so

that the new drinking culture in Japan can quickly reach its balance in the following ways:
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a. From the government side, several ministries have issued various appeals to the
public in the form of posters and even passed laws that regulate drinking levels.
For example, the National Police Agency released posters on the dangers of drunk
driving (National Police Agency Japan, 2017), and the Ministry of Health Labour and
Welfare passed the Basic Law on Measures to Combat Alcohol-Related Health
Hazards (Ministry of Health Labour and Welfare Japan, 2024).

b. In terms of the Japanese alcohol industry, some Japanese beer companies created
campaigns on healthy and humane drinking. One of the most famous drinking
campaigns in Japan is from Asahi Beer, which carries the theme Sumadori (2~ KV)
which means a new lifestyle where everyone can freely choose their drink according
to the mood and occasion of the day (Asahi Beer, 2021).

Through the explanation of AGIL aspects above, we can analyze that the decline of
alcohol consumption in Japan that slowly changes the culture of drinking alcohol in Japan is
a journey of Japanese people finding a new balance in the culture of drinking alcohol. The process
towards a new balance in Japan’s drinking culture indicates that there is an effort between
the actors involved (Japanese society, the Japanese government, and Japanese alcohol
companies) indirectly cooperating with each other in an effort to preserve the culture of drinking
alcohol that has become a hereditary culture in Japan. Supported by social change factors
such as population inequality, health awareness, crime prevention, and economic conditions
in Japan, these conditions influence the actions of the actors involved in the phenomenon.
Indirectly, social change and the actors involved in this phenomenon transform each other
and synergize in shaping a new drinking culture in Japan according to the situation and

conditions that occur in the country.

7. Conclusion

The decline in alcohol consumption between 1990 and 2024 has led to a change in
the drinking culture (Nomikai) in Japan. Today, Japan’s drinking culture is evolving with the dynamics
of the country. Although the balance of the new drinking culture in Japan has not yet reached
its peak, what is certain is that the old drinking culture is no longer relevant in Japan. With the current
living conditions in Japan, Japanese society will continue to find ways and innovations to make

the current drinking culture enjoyable for all and not bring any significant harm to everyone.
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8. Further Consideration

8.1 Limitations of this study

This research is inseparable from several limitations that need to be recognized, including

1. The object of research is general.

Our research is general in nature, which means that not all areas in Japan have
experienced changes in drinking culture. Through this research, the majority of the changes in
drinking culture occurred in major cities in Japan, which means that it is possible that in rural
areas drinking culture is still popular, and this requires further research.

2. Limited data sources

Due to limited time and funding, our research mostly utilized secondary data sources
such as books, journals, and news articles as our research materials. We also tried to collect
data from ministries in Japan, but we were unable to complete the whole process. In order
for our research to be academically accountable, we took data from the ministry in Japan as
primary data and elaborated on it with the secondary data that had been obtained so that
the results of the research that we conveyed were tested for validity.

3. Limited knowledge of Japanese.

It cannot be denied that the author’s intermediate level of Japanese language ability
is an obstacle in translating data sources written in Japanese. Therefore, in addition to utilizing
the translator application, we also translate independently, and if we find difficulties in

translating, we will discuss and interpret the data sources together.

8.2 Suggestions for Future Research

This research can be further developed in various aspects. First, research on changes
in drinking culture can be conducted specifically in rural Japan to analyze whether people in
rural Japan are experiencing changes in their drinking culture. Second, research on changes in
drinking culture can be analyzed in other aspects, such as gender. Research can be developed
by analyzing whether all women in Japan now avoid alcohol or only certain groups and
whether the percentage of women avoiding alcohol more than men is the same in all regions
or only certain regions. Finally, this research can be conducted using a mixed-method
approach, i.e., through questionnaires, and the results of questionnaires can be elaborated
with the results of literature studies so that the results of the data obtained are clearer and

more detailed.

19



Thammasat Journal of Japanese Studies Vol. 42 No. 2 (July — December 2025)

References

Alexander, J. W. (2013). Brewed in Japan: The evolution of the Japanese beer industry.
University of Hawai’i Press.

Aprilia, S., & Juniarti, U. (2022). Implementasi fungsionalisme struktural talcott parsons dalam
upaya melestarikan tradisi islam melayu nganggung dulang di bangka belitung. JURNAL
DIALOKA: Jurnal Ilmiah Mahasiswa Dakwah Dan Komunikasi Islam, 1(01), 18-37.
https://doi.org/10.32923/dla.v1i01.2328

Asahi Beer. (2016). 3IHA 7= 34722 A U b,
https://www.asahibeer.co.jp/csr/tekisei/health/social _merit.Html

Asahi Beer. (2021). [A=KVU] A~—K KU F 7.
https://www.asahibeer.co.jp/smartdrinking/#line-up

Beccaria, F., & Rolando, S. (2016). The more you know, the better you drink: The new
drinking culture in Italian wine production areas. Drugs: Education, Prevention and
Policy, 23(4), 293-301. https://doi.org/10.3109/09687637.2016.1149149

Choirunnisa, R. (2021). Konsumsi Minuman Beralkohol dalam Kacamata Kehidupan Orang
Jepang [Bachelor Thesis]. Universitas Negeri Jakarta. http://repository.unj.ac.id/13389/

Handyka, M. A. N. (2023). Globalisasi dalam dinamika kontemporer: Studi kasus perubahan
sosial dan transformasi budaya. JECTH: Journal Economy, Technology, Social and
Humanities, 1(2), 1-6. https://doi.org/10.59945/emnmbp86

Iskandar, K. (2020). Japan aging issues, long term care insurance (LTCl) and the migration of
Indonesian nurse to enter Japan labor market. Journal of Strategic and Global
Studies, 2(2), 18-39. https://doi.org/10.7454/jsgs.v2i2.1020

Jobst, N. (2024). Frequency of alcohol consumption in South Korea from 2014 to 2023.
Statista. https://www.statista.com/statistics/941350/south-korea-alcohol-
consumption-frequency/

Kirin Holdings. (2023). HA A & 351 315 LW B AROEIE L. Kirin Holdings.
https://www.kirinholdings.com/jp/impact/alkohol/0_1/relationship/japanese/

Kottmann, N., & Reiher, C. (2020). Studying Japan: Handbook of research designs, fieldwork

and methods. Nomos Verlagsgesellschaft.

20



The Decline of Alcohol Consumption in Japan (1990-2024):

An Analysis of Socio-cultural Changes in Japanese Society

Larsen, B. (2019, October 1). Japan’s toxic drinking culture no one talks about. Japan Today.
https://japantoday.com/category/features/lifestyle/japan9%E2%80%99s-toxic-drinking-
culture-no-one-talks-about

Makiuchi, H. (2024). B A& B ARDEER - {5#E « SUEEZRV R L, BARZITRIC ! [%5 —[a1)
RIS 2 AAEOENHEE & 2 >OERA.
https://note.com/toyosushachu/n/n60d03fd131a9

Manning, D. (2024, July 3). How alcohol and drinking trends are changing in Japan. Japan
Forward. https://japan-forward.com/how-alcohol-and-drinking-trends-are-changing-in-
japan/#:~:text=japan’s%20drinking%20culture%20is%20changing,just%20what%20is%
20going%200on

Martin, A. K. (2020, August 15). How COVID-19 has reshaped Japan’s drinking culture. Japan
Times. https://www.japantimes.co.jp/life/2020/08/15/food/coronavirus-drinking-culture/

Matsuyama, Y. (2019, February 21). Aging, safety net and fiscal crisis in Japan: Percentage of
adults drinking alcohol to the extent that it increases the risk of lifestyle diseases.
CIGS. https://cigs.canon/en/article/20190221 5594.html

Ministry of Finance Japan. (2012). # &t - %4,
https://www.mof.go.jp/pri/publication/policy history/series/h1-12/6 1.pdf

Ministry of Health Labour and Welfare Japan. (2016). Summary Report of Comprehensive
Survey of Living Conditions 2016. https://www.mhlw.go.jp/english/database/db-
hss/cslc-report2016.html

Ministry of Health Labour and Welfare Japan. (2022). o3 EOEIE /% — > & 7 b = — L ES5E R
BOHER. https://kennet.mhlw.go.jp/information/information/alcohol/a-06-001.html

Ministry of Health Labour and Welfare Japan. (2024). 7 /L =t — U fERERE 5 5 R
https://www.mhlw.go.jp/stf/seisakunitsuite/bunya/0000176279.html

Morikawa, Y., Nakamura, K., Sakurai, M., Nagasawa, S.-Y., Ishizaki, M., Nakashima, M., Kido, T.,
Naruse, Y., & Nakagawa, H. (2014). The effect of age on the relationships between
work-related factors and heavy drinking. Journal of Occupational Health, 56(2), 141-149.
https://doi.org/10.1539/joh.13-0136-0OA

Movendi International. (2020, March 22). 3 Reasons why Japan’s youth g¢o alcohol-free.
https://movendi.ngo/news/2020/03/22/3-reasons-why-japans-youth-go-alcohol-free/

Nakagawa, R. (2024, August 14). R, A D B AROEEE &R b I 2 BEFE OB A
TEPIZE A 3HT. The Asahi Shimbun GLOBE. https://globe.asahi.com/article/15364848

21



Thammasat Journal of Japanese Studies Vol. 42 No. 2 (July — December 2025)

National Police Agency Japan. (2017). A7 TF5 MRIEEER 2 Mo 2 Ly, SR .
https://www.npa.go.jp/bureau/traffic/insyu/info.html

National Tax Agency. (2022). > L&Y (SfiatEs H)
https://www.nta.go.jp/taxes/sake/shiori-gaikyo/shiori/2022/index.htm

Nikkei Japan. (2021). B —/VOERLRERN 2?2 23D TRk ORER AT I B4 15> T
https://www.nikkei.com/article/dgxzqouf131mj0t10c21a6000000/

Nindya, E. I. H. (2017). Karakteristik masyarakat jepang. Kiryoku, 1(3), 30-38.
https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.14710/kiryoku.v1i3.30-38

nippon.com. (2019). Tax revenue from alcoholic beverages falling as aging Japan drinks less.
https://www.nippon.com/en/japan-data/h00458/tax-revenue-from-alcoholic-
beverages-falling-as-aging-japan-drinks-less.html

nippon.com. (2020). Tax changes from October in Japan: Regular beer cheaper, “Third Beer”
more expensive. https://www.nippon.com/en/japan-data/h00831/

nippon.com. (2021). Alcohol consumption at restaurants in Japan down sharply during
pandemic. https://www.nippon.com/en/japan-data/h01005/

nippon.com. (2024). Japan drops to tenth in 2022 global beer consumption ranking.
https://www.nippon.com/en/japan-data/h01877/

nippon.com. (2024). Japan’s per capita consumption of alcohol drying up.
https://www.nippon.com/en/japan-data/h02229/

nippon.com. (2024). Japan’s population declines again: Seniors 75 and over top 20 million
for first time. https://www.nippon.com/en/japan-data/h01967/

Nishizawa, Lyon. (2023, April 9). Nomikai: A sweet and harsh Japanese corporate tradition.
Jetset Times. https://jetsettimes.com/countries/japan/tokyo/tokyo-culturati/nomikai-
a-sweet-and-harsh-japanese-corporate-tradition/

Prasetya, A., Nurdin, M. F., & Gunawan, W. (2021). Perubahan sosial masyarakat dalam
perspektif sosiologi talcott parsons di era new normal. SOSIETAS, 11(1), 1-12.
https://doi.org/10.17509/sosietas.v11i1.36088

Rahayu, E. L. B., & Syam, N. (2021). Digitalisasi aktivitas jual beli di masyarakat: Perspektif teori
perubahan sosial. Ganaya: Jurnal Ilmu Sosial Dan Humaniora, 4(2), 672—685.
https://doi.org/10.37329/ganaya.v4i2.1303

Richards, R. (2023). Is the alkohol industry drying up? World Finance.

https://www.worldfinance.com/special-reports/is-the-alkohol-industry-drying-up

22



The Decline of Alcohol Consumption in Japan (1990-2024):

An Analysis of Socio-cultural Changes in Japanese Society

Rohati, E., Anshori, I., Hazin, M., Ma’had Aly, S., & Malang, A.-H. (2021). Online learning during
the covid-19 pandemic from the perspective of parsons’ structural functional theory.
Alhikam Journal of Multidisciplinary Islamic Education (AJMIE), 2(1), 38-48.
https://doi.org/10.32478/ajmie.v2i1.737

Schreiber, M. (2020). Why are Japan’s millennials shunning alcohol?
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2020/03/21/national/media-national/japans-
millennials-shunning-alcohol/

Sulistiawati, A., & Nasution, K. (2022). Upaya penanaman pendidikan karakter di sekolah dasar
telaah pendekatan struktural fungsional talcott parsons. Jurnal Papeda: Jurnal
Publikasi Pendidikan Dasar, 4(1), 24-33.

Suntory. (2023). / > 7 v 2 — ) )VEEHZ B 2 M AR 9208 - GG A
https://www.suntory.co.jp/news/article/14492.html

WeXpats. (2020). Japan’s nomikai after-work culture and nominication. https://we-
xpats.com/en/guide/as/jp/detail/3700/

Yusuf, A. M. (2014). Metodologi penelitian kuantitatif, kualitatif & penelitian gabungan.

Prenamedia Group.

23



T ARFEERME LI-OBERHENR LA B L EERE
& T DORRIZEET A S

Survey and Practical Report on improving the skills of an oral

presentation using Anime as learning materials

HE —%

Kazuyoshi, Tajima

SN X =V Ty MEERY RV
Faculty of Liberal Arts, Panyapiwat Institute of Management

Corresponding Author:

Kazuyoshi, Tajima

Faculty of Liberal Arts, Panyapiwat Institute of Management

85/1 Moo2 Chaengwattana Rd, Bang Talad, Pakkred, Nonthaburi 11120, Thailand

E-mail: kazuyoshitaj@pim.ac.th

Received: March 5, 2025 Revised: August 22, 2025  Accepted: September 10, 2025

24



Survey and Practical Report on improving the skills of an oral presentation using Anime as learning materials

ToARRERME LENBEERSRENRM EZER LR
EERE L FORRICET A ERE

=HE

ARTIE, FEHEOFEEREWMET L7207 = A28 HBME L, PEHENGERT =2, B
%bbth%f%7Vt/T—Va/%Kfﬁﬁﬁékwo FHEE O NHEKRELR ﬁ@ﬁﬁ%ﬁ%
Lic, 7U Ny NRLOERELR TR LT, REERE, ARCSET MIES FEHBIESITICET 5
T — NREE SN L, AFRAED DIX D BAKRBEE DA EORE 2RI A Z EIXTE R
MoTel, REBERNFEZFODEEBRENON LICFHTHD Z L 2RRT 5ERITRD b,
ZORBEORTZDERIT, FEHEICESTHLARDD, HROMBTHLH LT = AR/ EME L
T2 EM, WO DOREEEREBED S CHEEIC 2 -7 Th D EHE SN D, AFERRICHT 55H
FORMEITBBLREHTH o120, AFHENSIIAERIT T 2ADERNBH SR B2 T
TENEKROBELE L THITHND,

F—TU—FK: T=A_ ARCSEF), MEHEE SLP¥LT— g

25



Thammasat Journal of Japanese Studies Vol. 42 No. 2 (July — December 2025)

Survey and Practical Report on improving the skills of an oral presentation

using Anime as learning materials

Abstract

This research investigates the efficacy of using anime as educational content to enhance
second language oral presentation skills. Students were tasked with delivering presentations
on their favorite anime, or anime they would recommend to their classmates. Following
classroom practice, a survey was conducted using the ARCS model of motivation. While the
survey did not explicitly measure the improvement in oral presentation skills, it indicated the
effectiveness of this approach. Key findings suggest that leveraging anime, a subject of interest
and familiarity to students, as learning material, had a significant impact on student motivation
to engage in oral communication. Overall, the study yielded positive results, highlighting the
potential of anime-based instruction in enhancing presentation skills. However, it also
underscores the need to address any shortcomings or negative aspects in future iterations of

the classroom practice.

Keywords: anime, ARCS Model, classroom practice, presentation
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Zhz . VERRITERE E LIRBIR 270 7-, £ LC2HBIE 13) BERM. HEEEORY o -
EIE) 2R, 3BT T4) FFE 2Fh LT,

& FRETOZDOT = AZHIEL THT-WEEZ L1052 8] #EEE L, HEIT. 4
BEODITAA—FEBEFLL, LB T—2a v ERTHSOHERT = A, BEDLIZWT
ZAERAN Uiz, LFICSREORNZ T,

1) BEFCLBZTFTEVRPL—Y gy

FPFIEHER EE) B, BROATRMHERF TN MR AR EZED [V ayaoabi R
(OFEATRE 5 Z&LUCKY LAND COMMUNICATIONS/#685e4t) | Ak & LT EV A L —va U EITWD, 7
LB T =g VORKBEFEEIHIR Lz, BREIL, Y7 LEBCT—2 3 COFIH, HiE N
B, ERBREA L FEHE IR L

DLFICYF Lo —ya v OFIEE REHED 20T,

1> ERETHOWD KRB ORESRE - REOHA

l
2> TE=AMERO I A ML OIRR
l
B3> ZOfEn&iEATZELE
l
4> fEMONE, H5T U BHAIOFRIT
l

B> HERBHAY., BRICAV Y —r IRt ) 7, A—TF=v7 - =70 7 Hh
72 8 DFEAY
l
<6> AR DIEAR

FEHE FROTIRE BRIEH 255 L LT, HEIFH S RRER (RU—81 2 b)) &{ERT
DR HR Ui, REIEHIL6 4715 8 FETLEDE,
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F72. BB TAHELNRENIIEERBS LLEAHWLDTHDLDONE T 7 A A — MRz,
ORZFOEMZHRIL7-WEEBZ DL HICT51-012, HFEEITHLED-REREORT —< R
DEEMEICONWTHFEEFICH R LT,

2) BERER. REBEOIER

FEHEIIT 24 1M TXTZ2HATE DY, BEWOEHZEE L LT, #NT57 = AEML%
BELTHD-7, BB, AIEOHENREIITE ThHoT-T2D, A2 <XTEHATHEL Y £ 2
12, 1 NTORBRELEDFAE | NBALT,

HRER EHEEROERICEBNTCL, VA¥RT 4T REDA U F—Fy N EOLHROaE—T
VRN A NMIEEIEE LTz, BEE L& FOXNGTNAARERLEETHD 2 LD, [FUHAGERS
FETHbHMEFOMFELERL, BHOFETHERT = AMERERNTLHZENEETHL Z &
PHREBICIMEAT, £, 24 1 HICK A RBOEIEIX., BAVOIRGERIN /25 XWEITh D
Lo,

3) EEREFME. HEELOBRY OfEH - BF1IE

FEEFIIIM A 2O CRERM, WRER A ST (FH) CRRHTIX 2R, #if &
F) IR HOREICT, BEFERERTEEORT - iy, £ Loy, RE EORMBESEREE
IZHER L. BIER R Uiz, FRZ R0 b ORRITFFA Lo, FEfEzwieEnn T, & T~
FBBARITDHZE~DIEREEE LT, BRE TR, B GEFF) 1IFHE IR L BBEEOEAT 72
i (FOKRXE, 778U b, AV hX—v gy, R—R, AE—FAY) &, ¥EEBETHLED
TRBEONT 3 —< AT E 74— R I 2527, £, BRAFIZONWTOI A MY
Gz, FEBIIRBFROBELZHRICENTH L o7,

EofN TIREZEIT L, REEEOREK TH, RO 2RITT 7 — Milld & Eii L7,

5. FREMIE

5.1 BFRT VA v

AR T, £ E LTORBMEZHONIT A7 00RMMAE LA L, 7 — % ODIUE LS5 21T
W, FERERG LR E L AL Lis, XA ENORSKFICITE YR AARELZHL T 54 -
LIV DIFERDZ A NFAB LR e L, HEEIC L 5E2 £ L7,

5.2 PAEZEER

AT E -\ (2012) IZ& > TERR SN2, 34 - E 5725 CIS H ARGEMR % 2 FRIZHH
BEAER LT, 2O, HESICX Y REUIEA LSz 2B ZRA LT, £70, Y700 —
MRS 1T SRR TR IS B S =728, 2 — A& TR ORME - BAEICBI9 5 3 >OERMIAR Z kit
L. SOICAFAED BIZERIZINDRWEREE 3 2% BRI L, BEmIC 26 HENG 25 HHAE %
ERS LT, F72. B REN LA ANKRFAETHD Z L0, KEROFEZEEL T, ALE2E 2N
X O EMEE OB RIUMEEZHE L7z,

KHEIZT VBT =2 a VIBROREKR THERZIZ, 354 DIHEE L XGITE SN, BEIEMKE
KRS, XEELOECTHEENENEZH L, RENE LN 35 A EBORE AR L, R
WFNHETL E L, MARELNRVEATH-Th, RALRFIRAZHD Z Ltk T—XiZ
MEHICIE SN D Z 2R LTz, 226 HENLRDERICBEL T, [Fo7<Z5Bbkn)
1, [Z22BbRrwv 2248, TEb5L80zR0 238, (29589 244, TEo1z
KZEHSHH ) 258U, b B THELRDEML LT, ZABROIEKIZHTZ>TiX, N7 b
T VAL —3 3 Y ERITOEER O Z DD Tz,

6. FERLBE

6.1 HFoH

W7o O F 2, BRNREOT —2 ZRICHA S 21TV, FEMHEE O RHAHE & RKDR 5T
Rz, FORER, RIFDENREVER A FNIZOT7 = AOREICETHME LTS (5.30) |
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ERBENRKEWIER (14, ZOT7 = ADOREIIINZ2 VB> LTS (HEzTEH)  (0.54)
ZERAN L. ARCS BT /UICHS S FEHEE S TICET % 24 HEORIZMEICOWTRH T2 &175 2 &
L7,

L OIZ, RADEAMIZL & LT, ERFECED 021772, ZOFEER, EAMEOMER L.,
3SIKFHEENZY THDHEEZ DN, T2 T, 3SHNFEELIREL, BEENTE - Tuwy s X
BRI LD &2 T o7z, 2 EDOSHTORES, H@tER 0. 4 LT & F L <IKRLS, M AR A &N
WINDORFIZEBNTE 0.35 LA F7E272 2 2OIEH 8. 207 = ADOWETEN LARTHIER S 72
MoZREORITHEY Th o7z . (18 ZDOT = ADWETIWVEEN END1E I D IFLEHIC
Mo TS & RTAMERWDTIORFIZEBWTE 0.35 LLF7E-7HE 3. Z0REDEHS
RS LT LTI THU ThoTo) . SOICHEHEORE TICAR N -HE (17, 2
DT = ADRETRITENWEELZ L TT, ZNEEKLLD E LTV O 4EAZHIBRL, KRHZ)
RERDEN/RKEV 2 OOIEE L AW T 6 THA ZHIBR LT,

REHNCHIE S K7 & 20ERER,. WTafis, XORTFEHEREEE 2 177,

R2 WA

BREAE -
1 il T
F1IRTF  BEORRLFAE ((0=.857)
1L —ARGRNT I VREA LD LE T . 828 -. 035 -. 007
6. ZORETHEEHLEARIT, AL o TRIIEDHDThHoT . 752 . 148 . 190
26. ZOREONFIL. BROMELHMNIZH> T\ . 687 . 186 - 005
22. ZORETOEARILEFEILITHELTWVD . 675 - 146 -.311
25. ZOR¥EEIFEIRDEER D . 653 - 139 . 060
2. BAEFZOREONANPEELE LKL IE TV .639 . 045 - 051
BT  BE~OBLEHAFYE ((a=.826)
9. HAEFELERPIED LI BRGEE Mo TV - 067 . 770 -. 097
16. ZOREEFE LA -. 059 . 748 -. 163
7. FENOESSIAEEZLLXDOT, A6V DbNo TN L ONERTE -. 101 L T17 . 105
10. BAEFVWAVAREBL LAVWEZ 2o Tz . 167 . 622 . 118
19. AT LIES LB LRI LA L URELBL LA LE . 185 . 597 .121
L FEEGIIREONFICHKEZF > TnD X577 -. 056 .576 - 282
13. FPAELIFZORECERMICSML T\ -.015 . 450 . 123
HIAT : BE~OEEN - BWBHEH ((«=.779)
w.iﬁ?ﬁofwéztk\:@ﬁ%@ﬁﬁﬁgwi5&%%ﬁ%5@#bm%ﬁm 193 _ olo m
5. ZOREDOM, 1F—o LT HENENoT . 103 - 025 . 684
23. TOREIT, EEFOEOTOND I LIFFLALE RIS -. 223 . 031 . 655
21, ZOBRENOMMED BORH D LT bhoTz . 037 . 056 .578
20. ZOREONFEFRICLE > THEVICHEELI o7 -.136 . 013 . 540
A7 [ita I il 1
I _
1 .531 -
i -. 200 -.196 -
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6.2 SHTRER

Kot ofES, 3 W2 S, S8 2%, ARCS EF 4D 4 J/THEpk ( THER
(Attention) | [BEH@ME (Relevance) | [HIE (Confidence) | [/ (Satisfaction) | ) &
RHZEEMELTOER, A7 07— MBI EBK TERICER SN, 3—2KTHD
FEA, RGBS 2 BMEE 2 HIR L2 2 LT MRk (Satisfaction) | ORENFRETH D &
HEr S NI SN EEZ NS, F/2, F 3 RFICWERIEE N EF LAZER E LT, o7 n
P A ZXP/NE L (total number=35) | HEEDKEEIZMEN A U2/ d TIXRWINEHERETE 2,

JILE - itk (2012) 1& 34 THEA MDD CIS O HAGERZERR L, R¥EAZGE LT v 7r— b
A A2 S0 L7z (total number=185) , BRFRHIK Tt OFER 4 K1 256 HHE REHIMH S L7273,
ARCS ET/VOENE ST ELRZ KT 5 4 BRIIIDEINR» o7, IHIID)IE - \mE (2012) ©
INTRER DD IX, APFE L FRICRE~OTENERNZRT [HEWN Rnmishiz2end
b, APFEDO SPFERITTFARTEHHAICNE->TVDH LN R D,

FNENOR ML, B 1RTEF 2R TFORTIXIEOHBENA LN, 83 RTFIEE 1
T EH2RT L ORICADOHBED R I,

FBIRFTHEHANGRS, 6. ISLDTH-o7-) 126, IFFCHMIZIH > TNiz) T2, HE
FERERUISE TV ol BEOARICHETLIHA L, ML —ABGCIUT I WARER NS |
[25. D ELRDHEGBR D -T2 7o &, FEHEIRIOMFHERE L2 HT 7200, REOTHMEE
IRTCTEEZ EERRT2HANOHERIN TS Z LT, REONRL FIaME s L,

Fo2NFIXTHEANSRD, 6. REEEKLAL] TLHEEEZFE->TWS] (13 FEEicsinL
TWe ) REORBNDIIRE~OBELE I R L, 19. 8P swE5 L5725k 110,85 LAN
HzxT7) T19. EE L&Y ZeREL KOIRT L) REOHGFEEL O DLTHENWATLZ L,
[2E~DRL & FrartE) s Lz,

FHIWTO5 HEIIW TN L WHREBEICL VRSN TEY ., BEEEoRE, FEERO XM, #
FEDOB S ~OAR 2 L, BRI L TOADERNBITATZZ LD [FEA~OTER « MmBILS
L4 ST T,

BRFOHEGRITHE 1 N2 28.32%. 45 2 K28 12. 16%., % 3 NF2 7.99% T, 3 DDHRFD
BRESEERIT 48.47% Th -1, T %. REOE#EMEZMFTH57-0EFNTO o BB EFH T L
TR TALREOEHEMEREIL, T X TOMEN 0.70 LETH Y . REDONIJEESPEIZE W & f
T&7,

S OICFHEESTICBET 5 3 DO MR EICHY T 2HEOVHEERE L, REONKET
M) FALREES S (M= 4.30, SD = 0.58) . [HZE~ORLEFaE] FARESS (M = 4.62,
SD=0.41) . [RE~OEER - HBAVLS ] FARESA = 4.06, SD=0.77) & L7

6.3 B

SHTOFRER, H1RT, H2RT. FIERTLNTHICBWNTHEWEEADRHER S L,

EFPIEEIRTO BEONEL FIEME] 723, ARCS EFLERRTH4HEDI H, BHIZ B
HE R) ) & TARG () ) OFMRELZ2ZEMERICE VRIS TND,

(6. BT OB D TH o7 (M= 4.17, SD = 0.822) | [26. HIFFLHBIICIN > T2 (M = 4.23, SD
= 0.770) | T2 WEZSLRUESHETWE (= 4.43, SD = 0.655) | 728, HEMARREIZN A
e, BEONRICEHL I FEEO=— X2l 2N TE LRI ND, 2D &
IZ. ARCS T L0 TBEME R) | O b b2 TEHWEEMME (Goal Orientation) | 23H%h
WIERH LB 2o, AEEOHETHH D [MEFREOZOT7 = AZMEL CTHAT-WEE X5
Xowwdarz ) N, THEEBENDOR E] LW KO B EZZERT D -OOMREIC/R 05722
LERRIELTWD,

ZLTC, ML —AEEaOUEIVEEREND (W= 4.17, SD=0.985) | [25. 9 <D HGE
No-o7o (M=4.31, SD=0.758) | 1%, FEEFICHEE 2L V2t CE o2 L 2R LTy
%, ZiuEx, THIE (O J OFMBETHLH D [HEIDBES (Success Opportunities) | & FEFH
WZHZDZENMTERLEEZEZLN, FEHE~ORARE L TYHEEDITIUDIITo 72 (FE) 12X
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LRIRFERN, FEEBEOBARGEFE L VVHIE L, FEEIC RUETEE > 2R Lo EIE
EHL1EH L0 THD EHERIND,

F2RTF D HREAORLEHEE] X, ARCSEF LD, BbIZ EE W) | & TEEME R)
D FRE L 5 ERBEEIC L VRIS TN D,

(16, FREAB LA W= 4.77, SD = 0.490) | T13. FEMEGICSINL Tz (M = 4.80, SD =
0.406) | NEWEHEZRLTNDIN, FEHFIZL-THETLH Y, BRONG L 255 RFEM %
BT THLIEEZXOND, ZHUL, [BEME R) | OTFMIinETHHD THLART S
(Familiarity) | & TEiEEE O—3% (Motive Matching) | PMREICHMMEHLIZEE X B, %
FEEMREERD S TCOEE L L COFEFMOEEMZ R L TV 5,

Shic, T B E¥5 L9741 (M=4.63, SD=0.598) | T10.BHLLAWHZ T (M=4.51,
SD = 0.658) | [19. WRrLEH Z LB Ko7 (M= 4.43, SD = 0.655) | [1L#FEONE
WZHLRZFF > TWD (W= 4.77, SD = 0.426) | 7L, EE (A) | OFAREEZ2E/MEE D
WA, ZoZ&ix, FEE QW) | OFMSETHLHD THROLOWBE (Inquiry Arousal) | [0
WAL (Perceptual Arousal) | [Z8fbf: (Variability) | 2MRZZEICHNHEH Lo 2 & 2Rm
LTRY., HatEod 22N FREEOMOEF LM L, #EICEREZ -8, PRHEOEEE
MERFT 22 R TEtEBEZILND,

RBIZ, 53 RTFO HRESOELER - ERAVEES ) 1L, TARE & 72 5 EHE A 239~ CTlfiisE
HERoleD, RN OIIRERICHT DR AT 4 7 728K e SITBO T 7 & 9 B E OFRL
BB D DN Z T, ARED DIIARERICK T HAOBERNA LN -T2 ENnb b, REREISK
T HFEEEOMIBBLREF ThHoTmE V2D,

7. BbVic

7.1 #E#

ARETIE, T=A25F8EME L, FEEONEEHRENON L2 B L R¥ErE R L, AH
BN HIXZ OB OFLE Z AR AL T2 Z SIXTE o 72y, ARFEENEEE O OEKBEE
DR EIZETHD Z & 2mBT 5ERIZFROONT, ZORROKLDIERE LT, FEEFICLE-S
THETHLH Y, HBROXMBETHLH LT = A =FR/EME LI b ons, [HEFEREOZE
DT ZAEZHRELTHIENWEEZ 9L TF—ra ) ZEEICET. THOOMFXEL,
EENNIH ST DWW, e F L) b5 0B 0V, 5 ORFEERZERY ST
LEMEIC IR oo B2 BD, FIROHELRIL, ®mE (2014) PRl LBy T7—2a VB
DIFEICRB T HEEEOEEM] &, 1L - |HE (2008) @ THEOHLLDOEEEME LIZZ ERN, 2
BEOFE B AW LD TR0 & ORERIZ 3K L T\ 5 &2 b,

FOMOARERDOKELE LT, Ti® 4 SBx3bIT LD,

REONFICEAL CTFEEO=— X%l 2 LN TE

c FERBICRS OB E LI O TR OREO HF AR TE 2

c FEFBOMNE DAL L, IR E Lo, EEEOREEAMEFT A LN TE
BB R L L AR IE T E L 2 L T DI OME R 52 5 LN TE

REEEDORE A ARCS ET VOB ORI D L, FRZHE 2R T ThH D RE~DORL EFANE] 2

FBWEEATHoZ bbb, FHEOFHERERDLIERE LT, HHZIEREVW) [HFHE
(A) | Ol E, RVPWRBHYE S 7S [BHEME (Relevance) | OIE D 2 DN AREEIC
KRESEHL TS Z EDRMERTE 1, AERICBIT2FEE LQX, TBE © | oflmzb o
bLl@mbsbrZ el TWEE (S | OUEELFREETHZED 2 O08BITHN5,

7.2 SBOWE

AR TIZEMO—> L LT FEFO NEKRHENH O E2 BT 287720, EEK THOH
BHREEIN ST ZFDORBEOREZ TSI b T 5 2 N TE o2, £7-. AFHAE TiL ARCS Bk
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DTETNAND AL ERD > HO—2>Ths /el (Satisfaction) | OPENRETH o270, K
FEORE EFREZ LV AMEICT D 2 LR TEX 2oz, 6T, RFENOIFIAERICHT 4
DHERZHFALNITDHIERTERp T, REERELVICTDHZENTE o7z, Lo T
LS11T. AR TIEHHALMNCT D Z ENTERPS TR EBBEICONT, T=X « = HIZHEKOH
D5 LR D WA A L, BRI RIS KD EE A A — T 57, &
B« BRIOWREEZHND Z LI E o T, Fx 2l Z RWEE 20 TIERWNEER D, £, F
A7 A b (pre—test) . FH T A b (post—test) . BRI DO/ DM A 7 E 2 —DFENRE | it
W28 24T 9 Z LI K> T, AR TIIHONZT A Z N TE DS TR EREEZ I RT 5 2 &
NTELOTIEROINEEZ D,

ARERCIIRERBOAS L, BREOHEF (V7 AA—) LOEHRISEOKRMEZRITLHZ &
MTERNoT, SRITERICEDORMZRT., FEHEMOI LR DA 2T 7 v a OIEHIEK
D 7=uy,

Fo, REERTEEEZTLH2FHEE~OFMII W TUIEERMICHE R LI N TR o Tz, &
> TA%IL, HYIRFHEEE 23 E LERAEEZ EORMIOEUELZ I 5 2 & T, R E %224 15
L, 5l HRVIRY | OMEZ2H25Z L2l E Lo,

7.3 EVEHEIETE 35 %

AR IBFEDT = A %2 FM L LIREDOFEER L o TWAHMR, F TITITEEMENFLE L, BT
TAHENGH S, LA L., 2018 4FILIE, 2020 4F 4 H 28 AMifTD S IFEEVEMEIES 35 5§ DELIT
[

FIREDMDEEHELIIZ ) THBE &M T SER MEEZZ1TSE L, T DIEDBEIZE
IFSFIIC T 5 2 E e AH9E T 355071, €DLEEGRD LS REIZHEN T, BNFESI
JEENEYFHERL, 2L < ITABRIGFITV, KITNKE S HIEEEY ThH O TARKIE SIS
B DEZIGLE D TNES S ERTES,  (FhE)

ERRENTVD, Lo TARTOT = ADHEHNRFEEREFICHKLET L5 LiFninid,
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01899AAUMINELAL TRIUSTTUINBIATIZYNAITNTUUaA Anvilaniznianisunmglunuuiuia

g9018 WedingulmunevesilideyadiAyAeetanainsy i Uudnuiu 2 au 21nlATeN1g JICA

@22

(Japan International Cooperation Agency) fufjtfntinfiquaguamiaeoty o gudquanasiluy
FUNNEEIRY A1TNUANSITNEYTIMIAUUNYT YaUANSANYISENINARUAATAN W.A. 2565 B9
WWeununius we. 2567 4iBAndenuuUIzas indesilofldlunsidelaun dsdmsunns
UFURMUY090181AT ATV YU 15 U TH SO BAR - A T &1 (R1AWR ugiy
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Translation Strategies of Technical Termsin Elderly Care

from Japanese into Thai

Abstract

This article aims to study the translation strategies of technical terms in elderly care
from Japanese to Thai. The research follows a qualitative design, using translation theories
based on the transmission of meaning and culture to analyze the translation strategies of
medical terminology in elderly care. The target group of key informants consists of two
Japanese volunteers from the JICA (Japan International Cooperation Agency) project, who
are involved in elderly health care at the Elderly Care and Rehabilitation Center, Nonthaburi
Provincial Health Office. The study period spans from October 2022 to February 2024, and
the data collection method was purposive sampling. The research tool is a manual used by
the Japanese volunteers titled Hajimete manabu kaigo no nihongo: Kihon no kotoba (Basic
Japanese Vocabulary for Beginners in Elderly Care Work). The research process involved
translating the manual by the researcher and then analyzing the translated content to
identify the translation strategies for medical terminology in elderly care from Japanese to
Thai. The findings reveal that the top three most frequently used translation strategies in this
research are: 1) direct translation 2) translation using common Thai terms and 3) translation
with added explanations.

The knowledge and findings from this study aim to emphasize the importance of
translating specialized terms for elderly care from Japanese to Thai. It is expected that this
research will contribute to the development of communication and translation of health
and medical information, enhancing future collaboration between Japanese and Thai

medical personnel in elderly care.

Keywords: translation strategies, technical terms in elderly care, Japanese-Thai translation
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Economic Diplomacy and Third-Party Market Cooperation:

A Case Study of Japan-China Collaboration in Thailand

Abstract

Despite their strong economic potential, China and Japan face persistent obstacles to
direct investment due to complex political relations and geopolitical tensions. As a result,
the concept of Third-party Market Cooperation (TMC) has emerged as a strategic mechanism
for promoting economic collaboration through joint investments in third countries. This study
aims to analyze the investment patterns of China and Japan in Thailand within the TMC
framework, employing a qualitative research methodology based on document analysis.

The findings reveal clear differences in investment approaches: Japan focuses on
manufacturing, particularly in the automotive and electronics sectors, emphasizing standards
and quality, while China prioritizes infrastructure projects such as high-speed rail and ports,
leveraging cost advantages and implementation speed. Although current investment in
Thailand does not yet fully reflect formal TMC cooperation, it can be characterized as
“competitive cooperation,” with China driving investment under the Belt and Road Initiative
(BRI), and Japan emphasizing trilateral investment based on high standards. Thailand’s
strategic location, supportive infrastructure, and investment-friendly policies make it an
attractive destination. The study suggests that enhanced TMC engagement could generate
long-term benefits for Thailand, including improved economic competitiveness, job creation,

reduced logistics costs, and stronger regional connectivity in Southeast Asia.

Keywords: international cooperation, investment, China-Japan, the third market, Thailand
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lunsuanaunIsAulanILAsYgRaveIlseIne Tasiangeiulassnsaaiauniiuiinei e
meuen (Eastern Seaboard Development Program: ESB) ssiaun Tl a.a. 2015 i
Julassnswaawufienianziuesn (Eastern Economic Corridor: EEC) (Zhao, 2018; Wei &
Tang, 2024)

Tunanduiu Aulugandenisilndszmaniglauleuis “Belt and Road Initiative (BRI)”
Ipldnagnsnisasmudegniudsemandainu Inewunisseauyu walulad waznisasnelaseaing
lugruruialug 017 szuvsaliaudags vide daugraiunssy uaslassadisdundeny
Faannsolidunuiuazaiunisldnnia dwalviduseunummaasvgialugfianaede
nziueandeddliognininwig sudswsewmelne a3 wasiuny) (NUN1TVUEIMNIITN, 2566;
Zhao, 2018) wazdaldundWaywmiide (Debt Trap Diplomacy) ﬁLﬁmmﬂmsammaﬁu n3el
Uszimaan Tumnusauidesalwaaiusagedu-a1n (Himmer & Rod, 2022) matld suniasids
gmsmaninssdndnyiatulud a.a. 2018 iWedihdurnezduie weduly ouve WWdumadouiu
ografumens Iiihlgmsasunsdutuiinanudilainde “anuswiielunandszineafia
(Third-party Market Cooperation: TMC)” swdw%uuazzﬁﬂu (Jin, 2021) 5@Lﬂuagmﬂﬁauﬁuaa
amnuduiusiasuannsutadulaenss gnmsmenemaiianalnarmsmielmissninsaesUszine

Tagannzluusunvealsemanany wu Ysemnalne

" imenisaldamsngunui Lﬁm%wé’ﬂﬂmﬁwzﬂﬂuqnﬁmﬁmmuﬁa (ffowmmasiluvaeiy) isijmmmﬁu-ﬁﬂuﬂ%ﬁﬁ 2 figuay
vanonemmsiuiieduiiumas uazidusindaeiseng q audfidedinlumgnisaiien 300,000 Ay uazimsuiuu “mstuiy
wfe” Saummmsnidasuanuiua) uwdeasreulnifiuiiumsevesansm el ifieureaiioulyws uasmuindeads
fifisoausadouildiduegai

2 qumiﬁ'@umﬁuﬁmaﬁqummﬂmﬁuaaﬂ (Eastern Seaboard Development Program : ESB) 67'}&Lﬂuﬂﬁiﬁ’muwﬁuﬁqmmnﬁﬂu
waituil 3 Sadaldud Fwiavays fminszees uazdminasidans: eidunisnszaefanssumeiuasvgiauazgnamnssy
aaﬂgjqﬁmﬂLﬁaammmLL@5®LLazmﬁﬂﬁzﬁ;ﬂé’hmmLsumqmawmsﬂuﬁuﬁﬂgamwumum wazdanialnaifes waskdndulmannisiaun
FIUATYFAD WargIun1sHangaavnssuLdivtvesseing ﬁaqﬁuﬁaﬁumLmiwﬁﬁaﬁmwn’mmzi’uaaﬂ 30 Eastern Economic

Corridor: EEC
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digldlnedugiumandeszdulan vnediulfaruddysumsamudulassadsfiugu wdwy
warnsdn 1w lassnssolianuidigauasindeluiiuil EEC (@innunmznssunmsulsuisin
WauniawnienzJueen, 2561; aantunisuuds, 2562; Sguialve, 2567) Tayannsuimugsng
1561 N3ENTRWIAYS (§19d9lu TNN, 2567) seyin Tulmsunausnvest a.. 2024 guudsnau
tinawuinAsusunilslulszmalng feyarisam 19,006 duuwm vaziduegludusuidse
waAn 2,886 amuum ogndlsfiony definsanmsaspuanluiiudl EEC agnuriufinsamuiiovss
wiriudlu Tneflyadinisasu 924 druum Wsududduil 995 &uum amsamanudusiug
FaasugivesdunasdUululssmalnedeagiioudnuaizyes “nmsutdaduiBegnsmanineldnsou
A1NUTe (Strategic competition under cooperative frameworks)” A&1IAD wWiiiaosUszmeay
flonalumssamilefiluunslasanis wu soliaandigadenaundu wifdinednnsurstuluds
naUszlovd wmelulad uazddesiminsiau venannd daiidaderimesiufu wu ngszdeunmady
yaslneidudou analiuiuouduasusiauaznisdesnglussma

MnAvsUndIna nudTeisdinnuddylumsiensidnvasanuuiiowazauduius
maaswgiaseninsduiuguneldnsouunin TMC Tnssjsnuriunglauszimalnedsnaneidu
fuignsmansiivsaesssmadendimamusmiu mudinsUssiiunanssudaasegia Toma
wagaMeiUssmalneagldsuanaudiudieod damansAnuliifiusiasinmadonis
fsumleuneniasglunsdaaiunmsamuuasiaulasaiaiugusiniy uddwasniaonyuly

nsinaulan1egsia Useilluanudes waznununagnsegiluseangamaneig
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2.1 innghdnuazanusmdemaasugisnaznisamuseninsuiudgUunelduudn
ausiufielunainuseinafiany (Third-party Market Cooperation: TMC) Tngs] wrunsiifny
Uszimeilng
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3. NINUNIUITIUNTTY

3.1 wuaAn nquiitiades

3.1.1 ausaudlelunainUseimadiany (Third-party Market Cooperation: TMC): kU3A#
WnIn1g wazdonnifeadeuleungseninaseing

wRaSes “anusuidolunainusyimediany (Third-party Market Cooperation: TMC)”
¢suenuaulamnniulug g suuuulmiveseufuiiosewineussna WuwnAndalsuioseming
UsemafiAntuainanumenenlunsduaiuaruiiudeniaasvgiasiaessuna lnalans
Usginedfiddnenimmasnuimaluladuaziunulueds wu Ju fu inmald dudssmaiings
WaLnAfininensuazaudeaninsamuaIniasemalunsiamUszmavesnu (Zhang,
2025) TMC fgnlvianudrdnlutlagtuduediann lnsamzmeldviunvesensmans “wilsuau
wilaiduma (Belt and Road Initiative: BRY)” ¥893u Faunsszaamineinsainvaneseiiiosiu
Tassnsluuszimadiany 017 UssmaluelBons Tusenidesls ue3ni niogiiana CLMV fidany
é?aaﬂ1{Lum5ﬁmuﬂmaa§w‘1ﬁu§mm3mi‘t@ﬁ% (Zhang, 2025; Zheng, 2019)

Zhang (2025) 85U181 TMC 1Wuiedesiienisnisyaiasugia (Economic Diplomacy) 112
WoulosUszmeagiam (du fuunioglsy) Audu Tunissaududidulassnnsludssimafian
Favdsuadioundlmives “nssuidmnisndn” Wity “meluladduge” Wovssauadselony
$auffu vnedl Zheng (2019) Srinausileludnunzdiladfesnagnidiunsdinty uddadu
wvnsbnilunsuiulassafrseuduiudmaasssiaseninsUssmatiagioundawes “nsuims
ANENTIN” WY “NMIITAUNUTINYIF”

Jin (2021) vn153As1e9 TMC runseuvestanssnudaasy (Synergistic Effects) 7ilAn
mnanumiiovesanuine et luaaddsmaludnuae “1+ 1+ 1 > 37 nanfe nadnsfiAnan
ANNTITDITAINTHATINVBINIALTUNUlaeaTveawavieg tnsanizludiunisuiulaseaing
mMsnansziugiane Anudesiunsmaidiesseninessma uagnsrunguasugialue deuudiin
wrlefinnsanlusefuanniakazgania Xiong (2022) ldveneyuseaiianfsin amnusiudlelunain
Uszimafiaudadaaiunsiaunegedsduludndanuy dsnden uazmalulad saudadu
Fnenmnisudetuvesniagsfauazananudssmianisides lnsanignisaing “deldiuTouna
wieluladsan” serinsuidnsieniuasiionu

ogalsAd Uszifuanifissddayfie “Anuuansisinuyteadsgnsmans” veUseinai
$uile 1n Zhu (2020) Tinsgvinsaldu-dguudn Juedn TMC Wudunilses BRI egrafiuszuy
wazmanidliiiusiinsonsunseugmsmanssanan vasdguunduuesindumiusiuiiemnzio
Tngusnoaninnnsey BRI wastiumausylosimaasushvvesudundn aruuandsionailuade

YA NTIATIAT19TUNITINHULAZAEUIATINTTIIN TAgNNSANEIY89 Mathieu (2019) v@Uan1s
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AATIVITININYAD TMC Uil tannasninusiudoduiuuinseninaduiulsemaiauiug?
wilumsufiandunudn 1) TematiuvieTavesuisndansndlunsididsdasinisadida 2) dennas
uunndiaanudanulusiudnsuselevd way 3) ANung1eIuveIUsEmANmuILaluA1g
onsduiasylasnsIudiliannsoaiansnaduininalfodsuiaie

uen9ni Yan (2023) l#insedouislassainens TMC Ty “auimdsuusimaysslon
fisznaudeiu ({amundn) Usemaiauiunds (Tneluladdug) uasssmaiian (5uns
fiaiwn) Tnediutmngvesnseuuuanieginisaivarundenlesssduiniunsamulassains
flugnu ndsn walulad uagnisitu Feasiiludmautadunslduagnmsuimsanudssedied
Usvaniamluszerend lulansalfny) Yao (2024) Tinsievinnusindedu-glstlunensn uag
wwuei luina TMC Uszaunadifaislonasgiiunumisnlunseenuuunalnatfuayu wu neswu
atfuayu ANuRNATEINNIABY LarnsUsyauiuesdnenvuluUssmafian anudifafingn

£
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Wuegiunmsimuadminesin anulingda uwaznalnfinmuiduaudagy
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lagasu nsAnw3deneniuanusiuilolunainuseinanaaudlinguin wdluwailidnenm

TuN38NILAUAUTINLONIBATEFAITENINUINA WATUIRTYAUTDIITNINAIUUANAIIA Y
yuupswasszmanedes saudalanaiangsnnanliauns sgelsfinu nseuuuifaidanunse
nldidueieadleTinssinsdifnwianiy wu arusiudedu-gyululssinalne Favinln
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Uszinalnedaniueilu “Ussinafianudgvsenans” Ndagyluaunisanuduiusseduginie
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lnensauwnAnilaunsaasiuazesunelaniguninselull

Conceptual Framework of Third-party Market Cooperation (TMC)

China
(Capacity/Finance/Initiator)

Third-party Market
Cooperation (TMC)
“I+1+1>3"

Developing Country Developed Country
(Third-Party Market) (Tech/Standards/Capital)

ﬂ'TW‘I‘;i 1 ﬂsauLLmﬁﬂmméwﬁﬂummmixmﬂﬁmu
(Conceptual Framework: Third-party Market Cooperation: TMC)

7 : ATIEAlagEI
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ununwinansduuuil IdesuiensouunAnddassadvammasufiaseunusiudely
panaUsEmATiana (Third-party Market Cooperation: TMO) @aflesnusznaundn 3 s feil 1) nYan
auwdoude Ju vimehidugsisu (nitiator) funumddadunu fdamsuda uasniswandu
ulsnelnglinaln BRI Wuaseslondnlunsdniueusiuiiesswinassina 2) yudofo Uszine
N899 AU (Developing Country or Third-Party Market) %aLﬁuﬁyuﬁlﬂmmmaﬂmiamu
finsnenns Mdsau wieanudosnisniswamn Sunvimdu “Nuiiufoinissan” (Platform for
Implementation) 3) gm’nﬁa UssinafiwauIng, (Developed Country or Partner Country) Feaz
dungauszimaiauiuds wu guu 1nmald annmglsy eeanside mas Wnnsatuayusiu
wialulad 195U 2UUNsEU wagn1sdnnis danmanansalunsensefununniaga N By
YodlATaNsT WAy 4) Asanansde nalnudn (Core Mechanism) %ﬂLﬂqugﬂLLuusuaﬂ “T+1+1>3
e ArwTiiedeudeineliiin “nanssuiBuasy” (Synergistic Effects) laliteausiudsiiu
ANNEBILAzHARBULNY Widsdaaunsysannsddasiainsseninasema aianusuileda
WA TR AEEY

ﬂsa‘uLLmﬁm'fL‘fluﬂ'ﬁauimswm%maqwﬁ‘ il o 9z ldUsziduunumvesuAaziisuaz
aruduiusludeufod aunsalvlieseinsddnuiams wu lasamslulne wenin CLMY @ la
fatissansosesiurennidouisaiunisamuresiululssmania 4 auulouts BRI WU ANLLANAY
AuLaLBYRIUTEImMATTULERR BRI n3adedninnunisildiusiuvesuTendaniinnglauuidia
AusilolumannUszinaiian

3.1.2 anmmsaimsasuvesdunasdUuluniinaeiBens usenidedduarine

fiunmsvesaudniiouasnsutdstuseninedu-guuluniniaeiBong fusenideslsdy
Buksusvaneanssed 20 Tnsanuduiusseriduasduuludaasusoduiivaunegsdedes
Tnslamgluviunveseidony fusenidedld feisaossumesindlynsmansnisamulassasis
fugnudieiaiuaiadvinavesaulugliniai Zhao (2018) ¥4 Fugadluiidwenedandsyeans
wazlATwN A 1ulATINTT Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) 4ags5u1A15 AlIB (Asian Infrastructure
Investment Bank) TuvaigAgUuiiuinnsguganingawaznisiieneamaluladi Partnership
for Quality Infrastructure (PQI) 1az5u1A15 ADB (Asian Development Bank) g adanaliiin
nsutstusgnadudululassnisiassadieiiugiu wu lassnmssalwanuiiiasnnisn-duns way
Iye-am uazmsfineIes Tarumi (2022) Nos s uuariuasiivsy Tinnudauss unaruduius
funusssuLazATYgAaszninaesUssmadinsutuuiy Kiunisuaniud sunistmussss
Myvieadien uazmuTIBmAsluTIAsiTRLAYIsASEUIN WU MItandsunyiusiiazn1sdey

wihmneudefinaadudydnualleinusssussninsdseinealugie COVID-19
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Tuvauzideniiu Lin (2023) uaz Wang (2024) lddinsgvimsudetumaasegiaseninelulag
gyuludunisamulassadisiiugiu nsenzlugaamnssusalvainusias wazdlimdiuinis
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MIUTZAUSENIIIEIUENg 9 Wieiuuszangawlunisutsduiuiu wae 3) deansenude
UspinaluioiBeny Tuoenideddd Tasfinsudsiuiiistussnirduuasduoradalenalissina
Tupfinadimadonsndulunsidendliuinislassadeiugiuuazuinisene q udedaslsfin
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MsiuNIINENTTades Tronadmatenuiiudasruasatsnmnansugiaveny
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voanfinia newedesiloddyfiasviousnseaanivesduluseduanitu fonisredisuins AlB 39
José Miguel Alonso-Trabanco (2019) wagunadau “The Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank
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afvayumsdulassnislasadeiiuguindy uidaduedesdelunmafiudvinavesdulusedy
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Uspdunansenuszazemaulassasaasesiiauazden 31 chikawa lawelniimsinsgndisudiou
FENTNMUININTTALIRUUUTEINARRaIvnssulna (Newly Industrializing Country: NIC) fiu
Uszinanunsanannssduyd (Newly Agro-Industrializing Country: NAIC) \emdiemailmanyay
fuusunvading

Tumanduiu msamuvesiululszmalnediiauiniseguseilomdsanuleve “dns
Ufjsuatlv vauds Heafis Fajmdndulsiinamuiusenlvaspluiasana lnsnsfinyives
Suvakunta (2015) #31 ussgslavesiufenaidfananauasninens vasiivsunalnefgaudedny
nimaniuaslassadeiiugiuiifedenisnsyaedudlufiondou Wty He (2020) Al

AT ndunIuseuiinyszansanludiunsidies tasegia malulad waziausssy Wsudaduiu

[
Y 1=y

gluegadadu lnsnzlunaeiiidnenmasedsing wazaausd a.e. 2018 WWusiuun Usznelng

lugrugdssmanaunield TMC (Usewmanaassvesdukazgdu) fainusiuiioseninduuay
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a 1

Juuazgniieneilutiunvesendeulnssi uwidsidedinlunuidefiondu “unumanzves
Usznalne” lugrugUssmadimnefivaiuagduusiuamu Tnsawiglunsouuudn TMC 39
Takeuchi (2014) 5271 swideanilvgdshinsgiddnidadofvinlilnonaaduiiuiitfes
vosnnumilognuulndi vdluduulouemasy ssuungune Asdamaasegia uasnineins
Befiufiuazuiueuinmslinmesidadniesuitoenzeednefidosonniu “Ussmafiany”
Tuarudauiie TMC dudsfiarusnduegisnn ileflazanunsoiuisanwnisaifiAnduaisly
ﬂszmmimﬁLﬁuﬂszmﬁﬁ%’umﬁamu ai’wLﬂuﬁﬂ3éfaaﬁmiﬂsuﬁuwamwumqmegﬁa GRGHTGE
madledluszozenanlasimssayuvesiunazguululne sulufsnmsFeuiisunansznuves
wumen1samusuuguiuiu Tasengluiiuiifiegueniiiomeiiufignsmans 1wy EEC uas
anvneunumvesUszwalnglunsidudinuaiianinisimw WldfiswadSunisamuusiiie

YAV
4. 52, 08U35IYLATNITAIUNISTIVY

nM3detidunideidenmunm (Qualitative Research) uaglyn1s3dendaienans (Documentary
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Research) lagsjaiun1siiangiiilanigedinainenaisuazdeyanfsgiineives 019 unaiy
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FwM13 wsde 180U AT WeINuS wasunieTeidleuenaiunwing MYIRY ke
awsang TaedinguszasdileAnudnuaziaziuimnisasuvesiunasgiululsemalne
meldunfnninusufielunainuszimaiian (Third-party Market Cooperation: TMC) 31A51e%
o3 agnsenansvesszinalned dsalilnenarsidudssimadimunsveanisamuniele
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Tngvaulumvesnisidetutsennidu 3 daudetufio 1) dudemussnside wunsing
anusaiiesunsamuszninsdutazdululszmalne meldnsounnudn TMC Tngfiansan
wwlun 3ULLU naln waskansevuresauTdodna 2) il yenwnsdvossaelne
TngamglunimniitiuniangJueen (EEC) uaziungnavnssulng-3u Jaminszeas 3) duam
wlideyalunstinseriaseunquyiaiaisiudd a.a 2015 fatlaqtu (2025) Tnsundstoyauay
Brafudeyavesnsiteilideyanfogl (Secondary Data) Mnunasing 4 léun unaidens
FNMINMNTANTUINTIR TFIBNULALUNILATIZVINBIANTTEIUTENA 15U ADB, AlIB, JICA
wonanstdalounsaniuaeauiglng lwu BOI anwe. nsuMsuuameTI Inendnusseduumndia

waznufUndin Saufsunaniinnismnasemeluatuniwilvng Medingy wazn1wIu
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ludureinisimgrteyaly wldtayaiilannnisduAuasgninandnsieiigaien
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(Content Analysis) \loszyvidevdn sukuumusmile Jadeiieates uaznanszyuiiindu lne
T¥nsouundn “TMC” Wua3esilelumsinmnavyuazinnudoya yiasest 3 dandn Téun
mm'ﬁwﬁaL%aﬂaqméiwdwﬁuuazzﬁqu (Strategic Synergy) unumvesUszmelnglugiue
“Uszinafiany” (Host Country Role) wazransznunaznalszlewisauiu (Mutual Gains & Risks)
fansedunenauazmsduaszidedunuiiargnefnelnesudisutuuundndilunssuns
wagfinsanuiunmaasyia madies uageiiursmesgfinin asfimeszyvonswesesraugIAu
(Research Gap) 9ntuhmsasunansfinsuagiausuuavanmssiduulovisdmiuniaiging

waztonvulumslduseleviananusiude TMC WianUselevilasan

NSOULUIAA IUNIFIY

China Japan
(Inestor) (Initiator,Capacity (Technology, (Investor)
* ,Finance (AlIB)) Standard (PQl.),
: Capital) . '
TCM Mutual
VS EREg, T —/— — — — —»  Benefit

(Resources,
Workforce,
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M 2 AnusiulisvesiuiugUulunainUssmanany (Usswelne)

1 @ Useaialaeg3deanuuifin TCM a1 1
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MnnsoukARlunm 2 § gnusuuszgndinainnseunuafn TMC anuimisuainamdi 1
iiausluzuuulassadsanundsundui (nverted Triangle Model) laosunslddsdaluiie
suuudne Ae Ju (China) fasmuiididneniwsumy (capital) usegdadandsgmans uazlasens
sEAUSF WU BRI waz AlIB suuuwan Ae gUu Uapan) famuiidanuldivisuiumnalulad

UINTFIU UAZUINIG PPP /1ulasens PQI uagnisaduayuan JICA, JBIC, ADB dusuaegufe

<

e (Thailand) Usgwneianu (Third Party) fsviuindidussunusazlasunalselovi 1nlasenis

Y 9

ANSIUL D har19NaNATINA19AD “nalnAusiuila” (TMC Mechanism) @ ananslsiuiuda

nsussauiuveIaUsElestuasnsnensandunaz g Yulaeiilveduiiuiiysannis danalnaiiy

v v o o 1
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Abstract

This article examines the evolving international order, characterised by a transition from
a unipolar to a multipolar world. As this transformation unfolds, the relative decline
of the United States’ global dominance has coincided with the rise of other states and
the growing significance of regionalism and regional initiatives. | argue that such a redistribution
of power has enabled various actors to reconfigure prevailing economic and political
arrangements, thereby fostering a deepening of relations between Japan and the Mekong
Subregion. The core research question posed is how the changing international order impacts
the Japan—-Mekong relations, and what foreign policy Thailand ought to pursue in response
to these shifting dynamics. Moreover, the article explores the factors that influence Thailand’s
strategic approach in achieving its national objectives within this evolving geopolitical context.
| contend that the strengthening of Japan—Mekong ties present considerable opportunities for
Thailand, particularly given its central geographic location within the subregion, which
positions it to capitalise on this engagement to advance its national interests. Nonetheless,
there are six key factors likely to shape Thailand’s benefits and challenges amidst this trilateral
relationship: (1) the triangular relations between the United States, China, and Japan; (2) the
institutional and strategic challenges facing regional initiatives in the Mekong Subregion;
(3) domestic politics of the United States; (4) domestic politics of Japan; (5) domestic politics
of China; (6) domestic politics of Thailand.

Keywords: GMS, Japan, interregnum, Thailand, geopolitics
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1. Introduction

The ongoing transition in the international political and economic configuration is
having increasingly profound and far-reaching consequences across multiple dimensions of
the global order. Whilst the ultimate outcomes of these transformations remain unclear and
uncertain, their effects are becoming more apparent worldwide. These changes manifest in
various ways, including political leadership transitions in many countries, where right-wing
figures have gained electoral support and assumed leadership positions, as seen in the United
States and Germany. These shifts have policy implications for economic, trade, and investment
strategies, which in turn generate ripple effects in different regions. Significant examples include
the imposition of tariffs by the United States, the ongoing conflict between Russia and Ukraine,
the refugee and migration crisis in Europe, and security tensions in the South China Sea.

These challenges stem from great-power competition as well as national interest
considerations, wherein global developments exert direct and indirect influences on national,
regional, and international institutional interests. Given that these issues operate on multi-
dimensional and multi-layered levels, responses to them require a variety of approaches.
Possible solutions range from state-led mechanisms to bilateral co-operation, multilateral
initiatives, and broader regional mechanisms. These multi-level governance frameworks
function within an international political and economic environment that is undergoing rapid
and significant transformation.

The Mekong Subregion, which comprises Myanmar, Thailand, Laos, Cambodia, and
Vietnam, represents a unique case of regional co-operation amidst significant economic,
political, and socio-cultural diversity. Despite stark differences in economic development,
political systems, and social structures, these nations have historically coexisted within
a regional framework. Whilst bilateral tensions have occasionally emerged, large-scale interstate
conflicts have been largely absent. Following the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991, intra-
regional co-operation in the Mekong Subregion expanded in various forms, encompassing
engagements with major powers as well as indigenous regional initiatives such as the
Ayeyawady-Chao Phraya-Mekong Economic Co-operation Strategy (ACMECS). The region’s
interstate relations and institutional co-operation are inherently shaped by broader
international structures. Consequently, changes in global economic and political dynamics
inevitably impact bilateral and multilateral relations within the Mekong Subregion, particularly

in terms of regional initiatives involving major powers.
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A prevalent view in contemporary discourse suggests that the Mekong Subregion has
become a key theatre for U.S.-China strategic competition. The two powers are seen as competing
for regional influence, each seeking leadership within the subregion as part of a broader effort
to counterbalance the other’s geo-political presence. This competition is frequently framed
in terms of power balancing and the establishment of spheres of influence. However, a critical
theoretical question arises: What will the future of the international order look like? (Fuijii et al.,
2023; lkenberry, 2024). Many analysts put that the current global order is undergoing
a fundamental transition, particularly as U.S. dominance appears to be waning whilst China’s
role is expanding (de Paiva Pires, 2022; Dian, n.d.; Nye, 2022). In this context, | aim to investigate
how the evolving international order will impact the Mekong Subregion. Additionally, | will
explore the shifting nature of Japan’s engagement with the subregion and examine how
Thailand, as a middle power and a self-proclaimed regional leader, should strategically
position itself within this changing geo-political landscape. By analysing Thailand’s diplomatic
strategies, economic partnerships, and regional alignments, this research aims to offer insights
into how middle powers like Thailand can navigate an era of global transformation whilst
maintaining strategic autonomy and advancing national and regional interests.

| contend that the current international order is undergoing a transitional phase,
marked by a shift from unipolarity to multipolarity. This transition creates an economic and
political interregnum, which presents both challenges and opportunities in international
relations (Knight, 2022; Stahl, 2019; Taggart, 2022). During this interregnum, middle powers and
regionalism gain greater leverage, providing them with an opportunity to assume a more
prominent role or to strengthen regional co-operation in pursuit of a strategic position in
the evolving global order (Heiduk, 2023; Hettne, 2012). The existing literature on the transformation
of international order and the interregnum elucidates how the transition of superpowers within
the international order facilitates the reconfiguration of power among various actors. In this
context, Japan has deepened its engagement with the Mekong Subregion by employing
a diplomatic approach that | call “2Qs” diplomacy—‘Quiet and Quality Diplomacy’. This
strategy allows Japan to play a leading role in the region without directly competing for
the ‘geo-political spotlight” with other superpowers. By adopting a subtle yet effective
diplomatic approach, Japan positions itself as a reliable and influential partner in the Mekong
Subregion whilst avoiding overt rivalry with China or the United States. Given this strategic

landscape, Thailand should actively utilise this interregnum by positioning itself as a key hub
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within the international production network in the region. This strategy would not only
enhance Thailand’s economic competitiveness but also align with Japan’s regional interests
in strengthening its economic footprint in the Mekong Subregion. With this opportunity,
Thailand can reinforce its role as a middle power and establish itself as a central player in
regional economic co-operation.

From this point onwards, this paper is divided into five main sections. The first section
examines the international order, focusing on the ongoing power transition and its implications.
It highlights how the interregnum during this transitional period creates both opportunities and
challenges for various actors within the international system. The second analyse how the
institutionalisation of regional initiatives and the relations with that of superpowers are
transforming geo-political landscape at the regional and subregional levels. The third section
explores how Japan has utilised this interregnum to establish and strengthen its economic
and political relations with the Mekong Subregion. The fourth section analyses Thailand’s
strategic options, assessing how the country can maximise the benefits of this transitional
period whilst navigating its relations with Japan and the Mekong Subregion. Finally, the fifth

section presents the conclusion, summarising the key findings and implications of the study.

2. Global Structural Changes and Their Impact on Regionalism

A fundamental theoretical question to consider when analysing the current global
political landscape is: What are the prevailing dynamics of the international system? Academic
debates and perspectives from practitioners across various sectors in Thailand and nearly
every other country converge on the notion that the polarity of the international system
exhibits characteristics of multipolarity (Hellmuller, n.d.; Labuda, 2025; na Thalang, 2023; Newman
& Visoka, 2023; Suporn et al., 2021). This implies that multiple actors hold significant power
and influence on the extent that they constitute ‘polar” within the global economic, political,
and security framework. A related and crucial question is: What has prompted the structural
transformation of the international system towards multipolarity? Furthermore, within this
‘transition process,” what stages and characteristics should be examined to discern its
significance and policy implications?

| contend that the world is transitioning from a unipolar system—centred around the United
States as the dominant actor in the global economic, political, and security order—towards

a multipolar world system. This transition involves distinct processes and characteristics. From
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a theoretical perspective, many studies have endeavoured to comprehend power transitions
through Power Transition Theory (Duggan & Grabowski, 2021; Mazarr, 2022), which focuses on
the degree of satisfaction or dissatisfaction of rising powers with the status quo (Organski,
1969). However, when applied to contemporary global affairs, it may not simply be a matter
of states being ‘satisfied” or ‘dissatisfied” with their position in the international system. Rather,
the shift in global power dynamics is occurring due to two key factors, which are:

1. The relative decline of the existing hesemon — The dominant power, in this case,
the United States, is experiencing a diminishing capacity to manage global public
goods, which undermines its influence over the international system. This may stem
from domestic challenges or a decline in resources available to sustain its global
leadership (Ashraf, 2023; Cox, 2001; Poletti & Zambernardi, 2021).

2. The relative rise of other powers — The emergence of other states, such as China
and various middle powers, has altered the global power structure. These states
have accumulated economic and political influence and have begun playing a more
active role in shaping global governance and public goods distribution (Gilley & O’Neil,
2014, Gilley, 2011; Jacobs & Van Rossem, 2014; Kim, 2015; Mansfield, 2014).

| argue that the contemporary global transition is driven by the simultaneous

occurrence of these two dynamics: the relative decline of the United States, and the relative
rise of other influential actors. The diminishing global role of the United States, partly due to
internal constraints and its waning ability to manage global public goods (Chase-Dunn et al,,
2011; Kindleberger, 1986; Norrlof, 2020), has coincided with the increasing global engagement
of other powers. A key feature of this transition is the existence of a temporary strategic
window, during which various actors in the international system have an opportunity to
recalibrate their relations—both amongst themselves and with major powers. This phenomenon
has been observed in different regions, where states have actively sought to strengthen and
expand their strategic partnerships. The exact starting point and duration of this transitional
period remain uncertain. However, this moment presents a crucial opportunity for scholars
and policymakers to examine the nature of this transformation in order to extract meaningful

insights and formulate appropriate policy responses.

95



Thammasat Journal of Japanese Studies Vol. 42 No. 2 (July — December 2025)

( Interregnum (“ United States
* United States *BRIC
* Alternative International * Japan
Order(s) . » middle powers
*Regional Order oserdtaielf
* Subregional Order . szlona s
* Regionalism ’
» Middle Powers
Unipolarity ~ Multipolarity

A clear example of how states have sought to forge or strengthen relations during this
transitional period is the increasing role of the BRIC group in global politics, particularly with
the expansion of its membership into BRICS. The growing influence of BRICS demonstrates the
emergence of alternative configurations within the international order, offering new political
and economic frameworks for international co-operation. The alternative international economic
order envisioned by BRICS provides states and other actors with additional option for economic
engagement amidst the ongoing structural transformation of the global system (Onis & Kutlay,
2020; Rodriguez-Triocci, 2024). At the same time, regional and subregional orders are also being
developed within the broader international order. These regional and subregional arrangements
are being actively shaped during this period of transition, often through initiatives spearheaded
by major powers. For instance, China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) has created trans-regional,
regional, and subregional orders, reconfiguring relations between China and other states and
international organisations. In other regions, similar patterns can be observed. In South Asia,
for example, India’s leadership within South Asian Association for Regional Co-operation (SAARC)
has generated asymmetrical relations between India and its neighbouring states. This power
imbalance has led to stagnation within SAARC, resulting in a quagmire that prevents the
organisation from playing a significant role in the international political economy—particularly
in trade, investment, and global production networks (Kumarasingha, 2024). On the other
hand, the Mekong Subregion has benefited from great power competition, which has led to
an influx of regional initiatives and mechanisms. This competition has triggered a wide range
of regional development projects and schemes, underscoring the subregion’s strategic importance

as an area of major power interest (Everhart, 2024). Furthermore, beyond its geo-political
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significance, the Mekong Subregion possesses great potential because of its abundant natural
resources, human capital, urbanisation, and strategic positioning as a bridge between two
oceans. This combination of internal capabilities and external geo-political interest provides
the subregion with a unique opportunity to maximise its position within the evolving international
system. By leveraging these dynamics, the Mekong Subregion can actively shape its development

trajectory in ways that benefit from the strategic engagements of global powers.

3. Japan-Mekong Relations

As previously discussed, the interregnum has created a degree of political vacuum in
international relations, allowing states, regional groups, and international organisations to reconfigure
their diplomatic relations through new frameworks of co-operation. During such periods of
uncertainty, when existing great powers face potential declines in influence—whether in
scope, scale, or permanence—there is an increased tendency for countries to reassess their
alignments and forge new partnerships. Since the end of the Second World War, Japan has
actively sought to reassert its international role through Official Development Assistance (ODA)
as a key diplomatic tool to regain its relations and reputation (Fujikura & Nakayama, 2016;
Huda, 2016). However, the characteristics of Japan’s diplomatic tools and approaches have been
widely debated. | agree with the perspective that a defining feature of Japan’s diplomacy is
its ‘quiet’ nature (Dang & Glenn, 2022; Halpern, 1973; Meyer, 2003), characterised by subtle
influence and strategic engagement. Japan employs diplomatic instruments that emphasise
‘quality’ over quantity (Yoshimatsu, 2023), differentiating itself from other states whose tools
of engagement may be subject to greater debate in terms of effectiveness. | therefore propose
the concept of ‘2Qs Diplomacy’ which encapsulates Japan’s approach to maintaining a low-profile
yet influential role in global political and economic affairs. This is particularly evident in the
Mekong Subregion, which serves as a crucial manufacturing base for Japan, particularly within
Thailand. A key characteristic of this “2Qs” style of diplomacy is Japan’s emphasis on providing
assistance of ‘quality.” However, such assistance is not delivered in an obvious diplomatic
manner, nor does it involve conspicuous ceremonies or forms of giving that attract global
attention (as seen in China’s publicised collaborations with other countries through the BRI).
Instead, Japan extends assistance through government-to-government mechanisms or various
forms of aid, making Japanese assistance appear to focus on quality rather than on conspicuous

displays when compared to other countries.
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The Japan-Mekong relation has evolved over an extended period, with substantial
engagement intensifying since 2009, when Japan launched the Mekong Japan Co-operation
(MJC). However, the historical roots of this relation extend as far back as post-1945, aligning
with the development of regionalism in the Lower Mekong area (Black, 1969). Japan’s engagement
with the subregion is underpinned by strategic considerations aimed at fostering closer
political, diplomatic, and economic ties. This objective is reflected in Japan’s longstanding
relation with ASEAN, which has spanned over five decades, and with Mekong Subregion
(Charoensri, 2019). These two diplomatic frameworks—Japan-ASEAN relations and Japan-
Mekong relations—have evolved in parallel with Japan’s bilateral engagements with individual
Southeast Asian countries.

The areas of co-operation between Japan and the Mekong Subregion operate on both
multilateral and bilateral levels and cover a broad spectrum, including human resource
development, human rights, cybersecurity co-operation, and educational advancement. These
collaborations have developed in both horizontal and vertical dimensions, signifying the
expansion of thematic and structural co-operation over time. However, Japan’s engagement
in these areas overlaps with the priorities of other major powers that are actively involved in
the Mekong Subregion. For instance, the United States has placed significant emphasis on
human resource development, environmental sustainability, and cybersecurity, whilst China
has prioritised human capital, trade, and investment. The overlapping nature of these areas
of co-operation raises critical strategic questions regarding Japan’s prioritisation of engagement
in the Mekong Subregion. Specifically, it necessitates an assessment of which areas of co-
operation would vyield the greatest mutual benefit for both Japan and the subregion,

particularly in light of the competing interests and involvement of other global actors.

4. Thailand’s National Interests and Strategies

Having examined the structural transformation of the global order and the evolving
relations between Japan and the Mekong Subregion, this section shifts the focus towards
Thailand’s strategic positioning. The global order is undergoing significant changes, and within
this evolving context, Japan has intensified its engagement with the Mekong Subregion.
The shifting geo-political landscape, particularly the return of Donald Trump to power, further

complicates international relations and raises important questions about how global structures
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influence Japan-Mekong Subregion relations and, crucially, how Thailand should develop its
foreign policy to make the most of these regional dynamics.

Before assessing Thailand’s policy direction, it is necessary to first analyse Thailand’s
core interests within the global economic, political, and security spheres. At a broad level,
Thailand’s national interests encompass the preservation of sovereignty and national dignity,
the promotion of economic prosperity, and the socio-political stability necessary for
sustainable development. However, to translate these abstract national interests into practical
policy goals, it is important to assess Thailand’s strategic interests within the Mekong Subregion
and the broader international economic and political order.

Thailand’s economic, trade, and investment relations with major powers are of paramount
importance. As a country geo-graphically central to the Mekong Subregion, Thailand is uniquely
positioned as a strategic hub connecting neighbouring states. This positioning enables Thailand
to be a gateway to both the Pacific and Indian Oceans, as well as maritime Southeast Asia,
one of the world’s largest and most dynamic markets (Banomyong, 2012). Additionally,
Thailand’s well-developed infrastructure enhances its potential as a centre for aviation and
maritime trade routes. Other key strengths include a highly literate workforce, a stable socio-
political environment, and a secure investment climate, all of which contribute to Thailand’s
competitive advantage in the region. However, Thailand’s national interests must also align
with regional interests to ensure long-term stability and prosperity. A key question, therefore,
is: What constitutes regional interests? Regional interests are defined by the harmonisation of
national interests among subregional states whilst simultaneously upholding public interests
at a broader level. This necessitates a foreign policy approach that not only safeguards
Thailand’s national interests but also upholds dignity and strategic sovereignty, ensuring that
Thailand retains the autonomy to define its own objectives, tools, and strategies in a way that
is both independent and pragmatic.

Having outlined Thailand’s strategic interests, the next step is to formulate an effective
strategy to achieve these objectives. | propose that Thailand should use on the current
geo-political shifts by positioning itself as the central hub of the Mekong Subregion within
the context of Japan-Mekong Subregion relations. This would enable Thailand to maximise
its strategic advantages, foster greater economic and diplomatic ties, and enhance its role as
a regional leader in shaping the economic and political trajectory of the subregion (Busbarat,

2014).
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The contextual and environmental factors influencing the relations between Thailand,
Japan, and the Mekong Subregion are multifaceted. | propose that there are six key factors, which
are (1) the triangular relations between the United States, China, and Japan, (2) challenges of
regional initiatives in the Mekong Subregion, (3) domestic politics of the United States, (4) domestic

politics of Japan, (5) domestic politics of China, and (6) domestic politics of Thailand.

1. The Triangular Relations Between the United States, China, and Japan

The prevailing narrative regarding the interactions between the United States, China,
and Japan, particularly in relation to the Mekong Subregion, is shaped by two dominant perspectives.
The first concerns the geo-political competition between the United States and China, whilst
the second focuses on the economic and developmental rivalry between China and Japan.

The first narrative centres on the notion that the United States and China are engaged
in a strategic contest to establish spheres of influence and balance power within the subregion
(Dung & Phuong 2023; Egawa, 2023; Theosa, 2020; Tran, 2021). This perspective suggests that
the United States seeks to counterbalance China’s growing influence, particularly in light of
China’s increasing economic engagements through investment, trade, and development
projects. One explanation for China’s expanding role in the Mekong Subregion is historical: the
presence of overseas Chinese communities, particularly those who fled the Chinese

Communist Party after 1949, has contributed to strong cultural connectivity, cultivating close
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economic and social ties between China and the subregion. However, this dynamic is not
without its tensions, as exemplified by historical disputes, such as those between China and
Vietnam (Phan, 2025). As economic interactions between China and the Mekong Subregion
have intensified under the forces of economic globalisation, the United States has responded
by increasing its engagement to prevent China from exerting excessive influence.

The second narrative examines the competition between China and Japan, particularly
in terms of ODA and infrastructure development (Egawa, 2023; Koga, 2022; Peng, 2018; Shihong,
2017; Yoshimatsu, 2010). Both countries have actively funded and developed economic
corridors, high-speed railways, and other major infrastructure projects. Japan’s long-standing
cultural and economic presence in the subregion has further heightened perceptions of
a competitive dynamic between the two nations. As both China and Japan use economic tools
to strengthen their relations with the Mekong Subregion, their competition in infrastructure
investment and development has become increasingly pronounced.

Both of these narratives significantly shape the way international relations in the Mekong
Subregion are conceptualised and managed. Drawing upon Graham Allison’s concept of the
“Thucydides Trap” (Allison, 2017), | propose the notion of the ‘Mekong’s Geo-Political
Competition Trap.” This concept highlights a cognitive entrapment among scholars and
policymakers, wherein the Mekong Subregion is predominantly analysed through the lens of
major power competition. Such an approach presupposes that international relations in the
region are defined by great power rivalry and that regional states must inevitably ‘choose
sides.” The predominant policy response to this dilemma is often a strategy of non-alignment,
advocating for selective co-operation with major powers based on specific policy domains to
maximise national interests.

However, this analytical framework reduces the complexity of international relations
in the Mekong Subregion by overemphasising the U.S.-China-Japan rivalry. It overlooks
the broader spectrum of actors, including regional initiatives at both the regional and
subregional levels, and neglects opportunities for multilateral co-operation. Structural realism,
which focuses on the international system’s polarity, reinforces the perception that smaller
states must align themselves with a major power to avoid instability. This binary perspective
suggests that the United States and China are locked in a zero-sum struggle over influence in

the subregion.
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Rather than adopting the traditional perspective that portrays the Mekong Subregion
as a battleground for U.S.-China geo-political competition, we should consider that the Mekong
Subregion and ASEAN are actively redefining their relations with major powers. The shift in
international order has prompted Southeast Asia and the Mekong Subregion to recalibrate
their external relations in response to broader geo-political transformations. By shifting the
analytical focus inward, we can examine how regional actors are restructuring their relations
with global powers to advance their own interests. This approach allows us to reconsider how
regional mechanisms and multilateral frameworks can be leveraged to shape external
engagement. Rather than focusing solely on how the U.S.-China rivalry affects ASEAN and
the Mekong Subregion, we should explore what ASEAN and the Mekong Subregion aim to
achieve and how they can proactively engage with external actors to fulfil their strategic
objectives. This perspective also challenges the dominant narratives associated with the Free
and Open Indo-Pacific Strategy (FOIP) promoted by the United States and China’s BRI. Both
strategies have fostered a regional discourse that pressures states to choose between two
competing models: FOIP, which emphasises ‘freedom’ and ‘openness,” and the BRI, which
has been criticised for debt trap. Huong Le Thu has pointed out that these grand strategies
create a binary framework that influences regional sentiment, making it difficult for countries
in the Mekong Subregion to maintain a balanced approach (Le Thu, 2019).

Reframing the geo-political discourse from an inside-out perspective offers several
advantages. Firstly, it shifts the focus towards regional agency, compelling ASEAN and Mekong
Subregion states to assess their own strategic interests rather than reacting passively to
external pressures. This approach encourages a self-reflective analysis of regional strengths
and weaknesses, helping policymakers identify opportunities to develop strategic policies that
maximise regional benefits. Secondly, by de-emphasising the great power competition
narrative, regional actors can escape the trap of balancing strategies and instead focus on
multi-dimensional engagement. If the dominant discourse remains fixated on U.S.-China
competition, there is a risk that the region will be locked into a framework that prioritises
rivalry over constructive co-operation. Finally, this approach can contribute to winning hearts
and minds within the Mekong Subregion by fostering a regional identity that is not solely
defined by external competition. If regional populations continue to view the U.S.-China rivalry
as the primary determinant of economic and political dynamics, it could lead to adversarial

political sentiments that undermine long-term co-operation. A more nuanced perspective that

102



The Intensification of the Mekong Subregion-Japan Relations Amidst Global Interregnum:

Strategic Co-operation, Regional Dynamics and Implication for Thailand

emphasises regional agency will support the development of a more autonomous and
strategic approach to external relations. The Mekong Subregion should not be seen merely as
a contested space between great powers but as a proactive actor in shaping its own future.
By shifting the focus from external competition to regional agency, scholars and policymakers
can develop more sophisticated strategies for engaging with the international system in a way

that prioritises regional interests whilst maintaining autonomy and strategic sovereignty.

2. Challenges of Regional Initiatives in the Mekong Subregion

A fundamental challenge in analysing regional initiatives in the Mekong Subregion
stems from the constructed nature of the subregion itself. Unlike natural geo-political entities,
the Mekong Subregion does not exist as an inherent, organically defined unit; rather, it has
been politically constructed. This process of constructing a regional identity has fostered
a perception of unity and coherence within the subregion, often masking the contested nature
of regional interests. This framing presents a challenge as it downplays the competitive and
often conflicting priorities among Mekong states and external actors, ultimately influencing
how regional initiatives are formulated, implemented, and perceived.

Given the contested nature of regional interests, states in the Mekong Subregion
engage with major powers through both bilateral relations and regional initiatives. Several key
regional frameworks have been established, including the Mekong River Commission (MRQ),
Mekong-US Partnership (MUSP), Mekong-Japan Co-operation (MJC), Lancang-Mekong
Co-operation (LMC), Mekong—ROK Co-operation (MROK), Mekong-Ganga Co-operation (MGC),
and Mekong-Australia Partnership (MAP). These initiatives serve as platforms for engagement
between Mekong states and major powers. However, a critical issue arises regarding the role
of great powers within these frameworks—how does their membership influence decision-
making, policy formulation, and the distribution of benefits? Whilst these initiatives facilitate
economic and political engagement, the involvement of major powers also introduces
asymmetrical power dynamics, whereby external actors may exert disproportionate influence
over regional decision-making processes. The only regional initiative exclusively composed of
Mekong countries, without external major power involvement, is ACMECS. However, ACMECS
itself faces substantial challenges. Its low level of institutionalisation, lack of a budget, and
absence of a permanent secretariat significantly hinder its ability to co-ordinate policies and

ensure continuity in regional co-operation. Unlike initiatives backed by major powers, ACMECS
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struggles to implement projects effectively due to its limited institutional capacity (Charoensri,
2024).

The ongoing transition of the international order, which | characterise as an interregnum,
presents a uniqgue moment for restructuring relations among key actors in the Mekong
Subregion. As major powers seek to assert influence, they have strategically leveraged regional
initiatives to expand their spheres of influence and establish new economic and political
alliances within the subregion. Both China and the United States have actively pursued
engagement in the Mekong Subregion, offering assistance in financial support, human resource
development, environmental protection, and technological advancements. However, they are
not alone—other middle powers such as India, South Korea, Australia, and Japan have also
deepened their engagement.

Understanding the dynamics of regional transformation in the Mekong Subregion, thus,
requires a broader perspective beyond just US-China competition. The engagement of
multiple external actors highlights that regional states are not merely passive recipients of
external influence, but rather active participants navigating a complex geo-political landscape
to maximise their national and subregional interests. However, despite this diversified
engagement, ACMECS remains ineffective in responding to these changes. Its lack of major
power engagement and support, and financial constraints have prevented it from evolving
into a robust institutional mechanism capable of articulating and negotiating subregional
interests on the global stage.

Another critical issue is the absence of a clearly defined regional identity and
institutional representation within the Mekong Subregion. Without a unified institutional actor
representing the subregion’s interests, the region lacks a strong negotiating position in its
interactions with major powers. Whilst ASEAN serves as the primary regional framework for
Southeast Asia, there remains a need to clarify the relations between subregional and regional
interests. The key question remains: How do subregional interests align with or diverge from
ASEAN’s broader regional interests? Can the Mekong Subregion synchronise its priorities with
ASEAN whilst also advancing its own distinct economic and strategic objectives? The ability to
define and institutionalise subregional interests will be crucial in strengthening the Mekong
Subregion’s role in regional governance. Without this, the negotiating power of the subregion
remains weak, making it vulnerable to external pressures and limiting its ability to shape its

own developmental trajectory. The fundamental issue with existing regional initiatives is that
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they have primarily been shaped by external influences rather than emerging organically from
within the Mekong Subregion. This has led to an imbalance in agenda-setting power, where
major powers define the region’s developmental priorities. To reframe regionalism, the Mekong
states must take greater initiative in shaping their own regional strategies rather than simply
reacting to external engagements.

A key strategy for addressing these challenges is to enhance institutional capacity
within the Mekong Subregion. This could involve: (1) strengthening ACMECS by increasing
institutionalisation, securing independent financial resources, and establishing a permanent
secretariat; (2) clarifying the relations between the Mekong Subregion and ASEAN, ensuring
that subregional interests are effectively represented in broader regional frameworks; and
(3) reducing reliance on bilateral arrangements with major powers by prioritising multilateral
approaches that enhance bargaining power and create a more balanced form of co-operation.
By addressing these institutional gaps, the Mekong Subregion can move beyond the limitations
of existing regional initiatives and develop a more autonomous, strategically cohesive regional
architecture that effectively navigates great power competition whilst advancing its own

economic and political interests.

3. Domestic Politics in the United States

The domestic political landscape of the United States plays a crucial role in shaping
its engagement with ASEAN and the Mekong Subregion. Under a potential second Trump
administration (Trump 2.0), there are clear indications of a strengthening US-Japan relation, as
evidenced by high-level meetings between Donald Trump and Japanese Prime Minister
Shigeru Ishiba. Whilst internal US politics may not directly impact Japan’s relations with the
Mekong Subregion, the broader policy orientation of the United States will have indirect
consequences, particularly in terms of investment and development assistance. Recent policy
analyses have increasingly focused on scenarios concerning China’s growing influence in the
Mekong Subregion, particularly in light of Trump’s decision to cut funding for USAID, which
has historically played a key role in human development, environmental conservation, and
economic co-operation in the region. This shift is likely to provide China with greater political
and economic leverage, allowing it to expand its role in the subregion (Al Jazeera, 2025).

The extent to which the United States prioritises foreign policy, particularly its engagement

with Asia, largely depends on domestic political dynamics and leadership transitions. Prior to
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Trump’s presidency, the Mekong Subregion was recognised as a strategically significant area
within the FOIP strategy, primarily due to its geo-graphical position between the Pacific and
Indian Oceans. However, in comparison to China and Japan’s strategic approaches, US
influence in the region has remained less pronounced. Whilst the MUSP serves as a regional
initiative focusing on human resource development, environmental issues, technology, and
energy, its institutional and policy impact has been relatively limited compared to China’s BRI
and MJC.

From an economic and political perspective, the US has not established a dominant
presence in the Mekong Subregion. However, from a security perspective, the situation differs
significantly. The United States functions as a key catalyst in shaping the regional and
subregional security architecture through its bilateral security partnerships and broader efforts
to maintain peace and stability. The bilateral security relations between the United States and
the Mekong Subregion (excluding Myanmar) are exemplified by the Cobra Gold military
exercise, which involves more than thirty countries." This exercise serves as a platform for
military training, tactical exchanges, and weapons training. Whilst Cobra Gold symbolises close
security co-operation and the strategic influence of the United States in the region, it primarily
functions as a symbolic demonstration of military collaboration rather than a direct
mechanism for addressing security challenges. In practice, when dealing with actual security
issues, the focus tends to shift towards non-traditional security co-operation facilitated through
regional initiatives, which emphasise tackling non-traditional challenges rather than traditional
military engagements. This role is evident in US-led initiatives addressing traditional and non-
traditional security concerns, including transboundary haze pollution, water governance of the
Mekong River, refugee and migration crises, and cybersecurity threats. The US remains a critical
actor in assisting the Mekong states in addressing these evolving security challenges.

As the world undergoes a period of interregnum, characterised by a power transition
and shifting global alliances, the future of US engagement with the Mekong Subregion remains

a key issue to monitor. The bilateral and multilateral relations that the US has developed with

! The participating countries are categorised into four groups: (1) Full Participating Nations, which include Thailand, the United
States, Singapore, Japan, Indonesia, South Korea, and Malaysia; (2) Limited Participating Nations, comprising China, Australia,
and India; (3) Multinational Planning Augmentation Team (MPAT), which consists of Bangladesh, Canada, France, the United
Kingdom, Mongolia, Nepal, New Zealand, the Philippines, Fiji, and Brunei; and (4) Combined Observer Liaison Team (COLT),

which includes Cambodia, Laos, Brazil, Pakistan, Vietnam, Sri Lanka, Germany, Sweden, Greece, and Kuwait.
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the region may undergo significant transformation, leading to either an expansion of
co-operation areas or a deeper, more targeted engagement in specific sectors. The primary
question is whether these evolving relations will enable the United States to solidify its
influence and expand its sphere of engagement within the subregion. Given the growing
strategic competition in the Mekong Subregion, future US policy directions will determine
whether Washington can enhance its partnerships with Mekong countries and whether its
regional presence will be able to counterbalance China’s expanding role. The ability of the
US to strengthen its economic, political, and security commitments in the subregion will play
a decisive role in shaping regional dynamics, particularly in the face of China’s deepening

engagement and Japan’s continued diplomatic and economic influence in the region.

4. Domestic Politics of Japan

The domestic political landscape of Japan remains a crucial factor influencing
the trajectory of Japan-Mekong relations. Since assuming office as Prime Minister, Shigeru Ishiba
has been subject to scrutiny regarding the uncertainty of Japan’s foreign policy direction.
As Koga Kei has previously observed, Japan’s strategic orientation under Ishiba’s leadership
remains unclear (Koga, 2024). However, early indications suggest that Southeast Asia continues
to be a priority, as evidenced by Ishiba’s official visits to Malaysia and Indonesia in January
2025, where he reaffirmed Japan’s commitment to both the FOIP and ASEAN Outlook on the
Indo-Pacific (AOIP). Furthermore, his only official visit to the Mekong Subregion thus far was to
Laos, where he participated in the ASEAN Summit in October 2024. Despite this lack of
extensive direct engagement, there will be no significant shifts in Japan’s strategic posture
towards the Mekong Subregion. Japan’s economic and political ties with the region remain
deeply entrenched, primarily due to the Mekong Subregion’s role as a critical production base
for Japanese industries. Data from Japan’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MOFA) indicates that
Japanese investment in the region continues to grow, reflecting the strategic importance of
the Mekong economies to Japan’s regional supply chains and industrial networks.

Beyond economic co-operation, Japan’s diplomatic and political engagement with the
Mekong Subregion remains substantial. Japan has maintained long-standing institutional
partnerships such as the Mekong-Japan Co-operation Framework and the Mekong-Japan
Foreign Ministers’ Meeting, both of which serve as platforms for expanding bilateral and

multilateral co-operation. The key areas of engagement between Japan and the Mekong
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Subregion continue to focus on connectivity projects (including physical infrastructure and
digital connectivity), people-to-people exchanges and educational collaboration, environmental
initiatives under the Green Mekong framework, emphasising sustainable development and
environmental protection, health security and pandemic preparedness, energy and economic
co-operation under Japan’s FOIP strategy, and trade and investment partnerships, particularly
in supply chain resilience (Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan, 2024). From an institutional
perspective, Japan’s Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry (METI) has been actively involved
in shaping Japan-Mekong co-operation. METI has identified the Mekong Subregion as a priority
for further economic collaboration, particularly in the energy sector. Key projects include the
Mekong Power Tool, which aims to enhance grid code improvement and grid operation
capacity in ASEAN countries. Additionally, Japan has been working with the MRC to address
plastic pollution and improve regional environmental governance. These projects, which are
being carried out in partnership with MOFA and Japan International Co-operation Agency (JICA),
reflect Japan’s long-term commitment to sustainable development in the region (Ministry of
Economy, Trade and Industry, 2024). Given these factors, | contend that Japan’s relations with
the Mekong Subregion are unlikely to undergo significant changes under Ishiba’s leadership,
nor in the foreseeable future, even if there is a change in Japan’s premiership. Japan’s engagement
with the Mekong Subregion is not merely a standalone policy but rather an integral part of its
broader ASEAN-Japan relations. Furthermore, Japan’s continued endorsement of AOIP principles
reinforces its strategic commitment to ASEAN’s regional leadership.

From the perspective of the Mekong Subregion’s priorities, it is evident that Japan
remains a key economic and political partner. The Mekong countries continue to value Japan’s
trade and investment contributions, alongside its ODA, which supports human resource
development, environmental sustainability, support for SMEs, cybersecurity co-operation,
renewable and clean energy projects, and responses to human rights and refugee challenges,
particularly concerning Myanmar’s displaced populations entering Thailand. Moreover,
Japan’s commitment to addressing emerging transnational security threats—such as scammer
networks and organised crime—proves its adaptive approach to new security challenges in
the region.

Furthermore, a defining characteristic of Japan’s approach to international relations,
which | have previously identified as the ‘2Qs,” reinforces its distinctive role in global affairs.

Unlike the United States and China, Japan consistently demonstrates a clear and methodical
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approach to its foreign policy objectives, with a particular emphasis on fostering economic
and social relations in a subtle and pragmatic manner. A key instrument in this strategy is
Japan’s ODA, which has been used as a pivotal tool in its diplomatic engagements. Historically,
Japan’s diplomatic trajectory with ASEAN and the Mekong Subregion has undergone four
critical turning points, as analysed by Charoensri and Anantasirikiat (2023). These include the
post-World War Il reconciliation period, the Fukuda Doctrine, the 1997 Asian Financial Crisis,
and the introduction of the FOIP strategy. Throughout these phases, Japan’s engagement with
ASEAN and the Mekong Subregion has been framed in a manner that aligns with ASEAN’s
interests whilst maintaining a low-key diplomatic presence. This strategic restraint has allowed
Japan to effectively utilise ODA to support high-quality infrastructure development, thereby
reinforcing its image as a reliable and non-confrontational partner in the region. Moving
forward, Japan’s use of ODA will likely remain a key instrument in its foreign policy, continuing
to be deployed as a highly effective tool that enables strategic engagement whilst avoiding
overt competition with other major powers. This nuanced approach ensures that Japan remains
influential in shaping regional development without drawing excessive political attention,

thereby maintaining its distinctive diplomatic style within the evolving international order.

5. Domestic Politics of China

Another highly significant factor influencing dynamics in the Mekong Subregion is
Chinese politics. Over the past decade or so, we have witnessed China assuming an
increasingly important role in the global political-economic system. The BRI is a project of
utmost importance to Chinese politics. China’s efforts to provide funding for various
connectivity projects—including roads, ports, railways, and airports—have been instrumental
in establishing China as a major actor in the international order. China has initiated several
initiatives and regional cooperation frameworks, such as the LMC, which aims to foster political
and economic collaboration with countries in the Mekong Subregion. Additionally, China
established the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AlIB) to secure funding for
the development of the BRI and to facilitate regional connectivity.

The development projects designed to enhance connections with various regions
across the globe via the BRI, and the co-operation extending into the Mekong Subregion, are
in large part shaped by China’s domestic politics, particularly with respect to international

trade. Dosch (2019) analyses that one reason behind China’s interest in forging links with the
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Mekong Subregion lies in the desire to expand its market into this area and to import resources
for its production system. Furthermore, it serves to accelerate the development of Yunnan
Province. This is not merely a matter of establishing transport routes but also encompasses
the transport of oil and natural gas from Myanmar to Yunnan. Kurlantzick (2007, pp. 101-102)
also observes that connecting Yunnan with the Mekong Subregion enables China to develop
its western region, which is landlocked, thereby providing economic benefits to Chinese
businesses and construction companies engaged in the development work.

Another issue related to China’s role and its significant impact on the Mekong
Subregion is the construction of dams on the Mekong River by China. This has given rise to
multifaceted problems, including environmental issues associated with changes in water
volume and flow, impacts on fish spawning, and other ecological concerns. Moreover, it has
created unresolved international political problems, as other major powers, such as the United
States, have also become involved. At the same time, the riparian states along the Mekong
River have not been able to utilise mechanisms such as the MRC to address these challenges
effectively.

Nevertheless, despite the issues between China and the Mekong Subregion regarding
the Mekong River, overall, China accords great importance to the Mekong Subregion. This
attention is motivated not only by economic interests but also by normative interests. For
instance, a study by Song et al. (2021) indicates that China’s belief in a ‘harmonious world’
has greatly influenced its engagement in the Mekong Subregion, as China seeks to maintain
good relations with neighbouring countries. In this regard, China’s internal interests in fostering

ties with the Mekong Subregion can thus be seen in both economic and normative dimensions.

6. Domestic Politics of Thailand

The dynamics of Thailand’s domestic politics significantly influence its relations with
Japan and the Mekong Subregion within the shifting landscape of global political and
economic order. One of the most crucial factors shaping these relations is the country’s
leadership. Over the past two decades, Thailand has undergone significant political changes,
with persistent internal conflicts between political factions leading to multifaceted
consequences. These prolonged domestic challenges have constrained Thailand’s ability to
articulate a clear foreign policy stance at the regional level. Despite sustained economic

growth and the country’s substantial potential, its internal political landscape remains a major
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obstacle to Thailand assuming a leadership role in regional affairs. This limitation is evident in
Thailand’s reduced capacity to champion normative leadership, such as advocating for human
rights, political inclusivity, and environmental sustainability, or to take the lead in coordinating
regional public interests, including cross-border environmental management, cybersecurity
governance, and human rights protection.

One of the key reasons Thailand has struggled to play a leading role in these areas is
that successive governments have been preoccupied with addressing domestic political
challenges. As a result, foreign policy has not been prioritised as a strategic tool for nation-
building or for enhancing Thailand’s international standing. Official policy documents, such as
The 13th National Economic and Social Development Plan (2023-2027) (NESC, 2023) and the
National Security Policy and Plan (2023-2027), indicate that Thailand recognises the shift
towards a multipolar world and the increasing complexities it faces. These include challenges
such as human rights issues, transboundary environmental concerns, cybersecurity threats,
great power competition, and terrorism. Addressing these challenges requires Thailand to
engage actively with other states and regional frameworks, including the Mekong Subregion,
ASEAN, and broader international co-operation mechanisms. The critical question, therefore,
is how Thailand can leverage this evolving global landscape to align its foreign policy with the
interests of major powers whilst safeguarding its national priorities.

This situation also brings into question Thailand’s long-standing diplomatic approach,
often referred to as “Bamboo Diplomacy,” which is characterised by adaptability and
pragmatism—‘bending with the wind’ to seize opportunities and engage with different actors
based on evolving circumstances. However, as the global order undergoes significant shifts, it
is worth assessing whether this approach remains an effective means for Thailand to achieve
its strategic objectives whilst maintaining its dignity and credibility in international relations.
Thailand should take advantage of this interregnum by reinforcing its role as a key hub in the
international production network. Such positioning would not only enhance the country’s
economic competitiveness but also align with Japan’s interests in strengthening its economic
engagement in the Mekong Subregion. By capitalising on this opportunity, Thailand can solidify
its status as a middle power and establish itself as a central player in regional economic co-
operation.

Furthermore, with President Trump assuming office for a second term and discussions

surrounding tariffs that could impact international trade and investment, Japan has sought to

111



Thammasat Journal of Japanese Studies Vol. 42 No. 2 (July — December 2025)

diversify its economic exposure to mitigate risks. From 19 to 21 February 2025, Japanese
investors—particularly from sectors such as automotive manufacturing, electronics, electrical
equipment, machinery, petrochemicals, plastics, and processed food—uvisited Thailand for the
Thailand-Japan Investment Forum 2025. Japanese investors expressed keen interest in
relocating production bases from China to Thailand, a strategic move aimed at improving
supply chain resilience and reducing exposure to potential US-imposed trade restrictions
(Thansettakij, 2025).

The transition in the global power structure presents both opportunities and challenges
for recalibrating international relations. Thailand and the Mekong Subregion must recognise
that the shifting international order offers an opportunity to engage with major powers
strategically, influencing policy options and alternative narratives. Rather than being passive
recipients of external influences, regional actors should shape sglobal discourse, fostering
diplomatic strategies that gain public support and influence policymakers in different countries.

Japan’s employment of its ‘2Qs’ diplomatic approach offers Thailand and the Mekong
Subregion a unique opportunity. Japan’s goodwill, expressed through ODA, can serve as
a diplomatic bridge to enhance co-operation in various sectors. However, to avoid being
trapped in a binary great-power competition narrative—particularly the US-China rivalry—Thailand
must take proactive steps to redefine its regional role. Instead of focusing solely on how the
US-China power struggle affects ASEAN and the Mekong Subregion, Thailand should adopt an
“inside-out” perspective, assessing what the region itself requires and how it can proactively
shape its engagement with global actors.

To achieve this, Thailand’s leadership must take decisive steps at multiple levels.
Domestically, Thai policymakers and academic institutions should work to de-emphasise the
narrative of great power competition and promote an alternative diplomatic sentiment that
reduces political distrust towards both the United States and China. Encouraging balanced
political discourse and shifting the narrative can help Thailand avoid being perceived as merely
oscillating between competing major powers. At the regional level, Thailand should take the
lead in pushing for the institutionalisation of ACMECS, transforming it into a regional political
and economic body capable of effectively representing regional public interests. Strengthening
ACMECS would enable Thailand to assert a more autonomous and collective subregional stance
in negotiations with external powers. Internationally, Thailand should strengthen collaboration

with regional initiatives such as the GMS, led by the Asian Development Bank (ADB), and
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frameworks like MJC. Such engagement would allow Thailand to leverage its expertise in
international production networks, human capital development in transport and logistics,
infrastructure development, cybersecurity, and renewable energy. By working closely with Japan
and regional mechanisms, Thailand can play a more influential role in shaping the regional

economic and security landscape during this period of transition in the international order.

5. Conclusion

Throughout this paper, | have argued that the interregnum of the international order
presents a window of opportunity for middle powers, regionalism, and other actors to play
a more active role in shaping new relations during this transitional phase. Specifically,
in analysing the Japan-Mekong Subregion relation, | have highlighted the importance of
considering the US-China rivalry, domestic politics of the United States, domestic politics of
Japan, and the domestic politics of China to fully understand the evolving geo-political
landscape. | have concluded by proposing that Thailand should strategically position itself
within these dynamics to maximise its role in the changing global order.

A key consideration in foreign policy today is that we are witnessing a power transition
from a unipolar world order, dominated by the United States, to an emerging multipolar world
whose final configuration remains uncertain. We are currently in an interregnum, but the critical
question is: when will this transitional period end? The beginning of a truly multipolar world
order is difficult to pinpoint, as multiple states are simultaneously increasing their influence,
albeit at different rates. Consequently, it is impossible to define when this interregnum will
conclude, and this period of flux provides an opportunity for middle powers and regionalism
to assert themselves. This is particularly relevant for groupings of states with diverse levels of
economic development, as they seek to negotiate new partnerships and establish influence
in the global political and economic arena. Japan’s relation with the Mekong Subregion stands
to benefit from this transitional phase. Historically, Japan has maintained a stable, consistent,
and understated relation with the Mekong Subregion. The low-profile nature of this engagement
has ensured long-term stability in relations. Japan’s key diplomatic tool has been ODA, which
has served as an effective means of strengthening ties and has aligned well with the
developmental needs of recipient countries. Given this precedent, both bilateral and
multilateral relations between Japan and the Mekong Subregion are likely to continue thriving

in the future.
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For Thailand, strategically positioned at the heart of the region, this transitional period
presents a valuable opportunity to leverage its expertise, political stability, and well-
developed infrastructure as instruments for strengthening its ties within the Mekong Subregion.
However, one critical factor to monitor is Thailand’s domestic political landscape. Unlike some
other states, Thailand has never prioritised security-related foreign policy issues in its political
discourse or election campaigns. Instead, trade and investment relations—particularly with
Japan—have taken precedence. Should Thailand undergo further political change, it remains
to be seen how its relations with Japan will evolve. In the short term, two pressing issues will
shape the Thailand-Japan-Mekong Subregion dynamic: the return of Donald Trump to the US
presidency, and Thailand’s challenges with non-traditional security issues. These challenges
include transnational crime, environmental concerns, and cyber threats—both within Thailand
and in co-operation with its neighbouring countries. Given these complexities, such security
concerns could serve as a catalyst for Thailand, Japan, and the Mekong Subregion to
accelerate their collaboration and forge deeper partnerships in addressing these urgent

challenges.
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The Case of Katsugoro’s Past-Life Memories: An Analysis of the Value

of an Official Edo-Period Record Concerning Reincarnation

Abstract

The case of Katsugoro’s past-life memories is a factual event recorded during Japan’s
Edo period. Around the year 1822, this incident, involving a young boy who claimed to be
able to remember a previous life, garnered significant attention from all social strata in Edo
society, including the Imperial Court. The investigation into the facts was meticulously
documented in writing by scholars at the time. This record was later translated into English,
and it was this translation that inspired Professor lan Stevenson of the University of Virginia
to commence his research into the phenomenon of children’s past-life memories from
around the world. This article aims to present this Edo-period account of past-life memory
to scholars and interested individuals for the study of Japanese perspectives on death and
the afterlife. Furthermore, it seeks to analyse the value of this type of documentary literature
from various perspectives. The value of this record lies in its credibility as an ancient
document, having been recorded by the ruling class and scholars of the Edo period, and its
presentation of data reflecting the society and culture of the Edo era. The account reflects
the love and relationships within families, concepts of Buddhism, and the beliefs of the
Japanese people of that time concerning the cycle of rebirth, as well as their customs and

rituals.

Keywords:  past life recall, reincarnation, parapsychology, afterlife, transmigration
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Abstract

This book explains how from earliest recorded history to the modern era in Japan,
disease has impacted religion, politics, culture, and other aspects of life.

Discussions and, in many cases, belated diagnoses clarify the experiences of Japanese
rulers and writers with smallpox, cholera, influenza, syphilis, cancer, diabetes, and the
Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) pandemic. The choice of isolationism or accepting the
risk of infection from diseases originating in other countries has gripped Japan throughout history.

Yet as the author observes, most incidents of mass illness over the years have been
locally based epidemics caused by specific conditions in Japan as opposed to sweeping
pandemics that affect all of humanity.

Some diseases were provoked by dietary customs, while others related to the environment
and community lifestyles. The recent appearance of acquired immunodeficiency syndrome
(AIDS) is also discussed in this informed overview by the medical historian Sakai Shizu.

Althousgh in places perhaps too concise and lacking in supporting data, this volume is

a highly informative, welcome addition to the bibliography on medicine and society in Japan.

Keywords: illness, disease, epidemics, Japan
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The history of disease in Japan has been studied in many books and articles about
specific subjects (Aoki, 2006; Bay, 2012; Brunner et al., 2020; Burns, 2019; Farris, 2008; Fukuda,
1994, Johnston, 1995; Mori & Ishikawa, 2018; Walker, 2010), but this brief Open Access overview
available for free download on different platforms® is a timely addition to the bibliography.
The book reminds us that how a nation confronts illness is influenced by political, economic,
and sociological factors, making the subject of interest to all students of Japanese history and
society.

Sakai Shizu, M.D., professor emerita at Juntendd University, where she served as
professor in the Faculty of Medicine, is former president of the Japanese Society for the History
of Medicine. Among her many other publications in the field, Nihon no iryéshi
(A Medical History of Japan) was originally published by Tokyo Shoseki in 1982). Updated two
decades later (Sakai, S. (2002)) and now translated, the book offers a succinct summary of
leading issues in public health and disease prevention throughout the history of Japan.

Tales of Plague and Pestilence comprises three sections of eight, eleven, and seven
brief chapters respectively, and an afterword.

The first chapter offers a medical, anthropological, and archaeological approach to
evaluating finds from the Jomon (ca. 10,500—ca. 300 BCE) and Yayoi (ca. 300 BCE-ca. 300 CE)
periods to provide a historical background in Japan for understanding diet, disease, and related
issues.

Chapter two continues the investigation of ancient illness by weighing how people
believed that disease was a form of divine retribution, with epidemics considered as resulting
from misgovernment by the emperor that disrupted the natural order.

Chapter three, still focused on events before 705 CE, defines epidemics as local
phenomena, endemic rather than pandemic. As in China and Korea, outbreaks of such
epidemics were likely linked to the spread of irrigation agriculture.

Chapter four considers medical treatment as a significant Buddhist ritual, insofar as
Buddhist scripture teaches that merit making can prevent epidemics. Legend has it that Prince
Shotoku, a semi-legendary regent and a politician of the Asuka period who promoted

Buddhism in Japan, founded a medical dispensary where medicinal herbs were cultivated and

! See https:/www.jstor.org/stable/}j.23996202 and https://library.oapen.org/handle/20.500.12657/97062 as well as the publisher’s
homepage at https://www jpicinternational.com/books/history/8fdaf53a5fe39b0abde04a29b5b8e2f317751329.html
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medicine dispensed to the sick, while an adjacent hospital provided beds and medical care
for invalids with no relatives.

Chapter five discusses how diabetes was originally diagnosed solely among royalty, the
nobility, and the wealthy in Japan, as elsewhere.

Chapter six notes the impact of the commonly shared belief in mononoke (malicious
spirits). Heian nobles believed their lives were haunted by mononoke, sometimes just making
trouble but other times causing death. At the time, when medical knowledge was
unsophisticated, monks and shugensha (mountain ascetic hermits) would perform incantations
and prayers against diseases caused by mononoke. Temporarily shifting the mononoke into a
servant or apprentice, they would exorcize the mononoke to cure the illness. Descriptions of
this treatment may be found in such literary works as The Pillow Book of Sei Shonagon and
The Diary of Lady Murasaki.

Chapter seven is about malaria, which was so prevalent by the Edo period that satirical
poems and kabuki plays even mentioned its symptoms.

Chapter eight deals with parasitic diseases, once rife in Japan but now quite rare.

Section Two presents in eleven successive chapters succinct descriptions of cancer;
ophthalmological disease; the common cold; leprosy; beriberi; cholera; smallpox; syphilis;
occupational disorders; dysentery; and measles, respectively.

Section three delineates how Meiji era Japanese society and history were impacted by
cancer; tuberculosis; plague; violence and terrorism; former diseases made obsolete by the
advance of Western medicine; newly emerging ailments; and changing life expectancy and
attitudes about death.

With a healthy sense of irony, the author perceives that ancient rulers adopted a
karmic attitude about illness inspired by Buddhism. When disease occurred, it was assumed
that human misbehavior of some kind was the cause, if not ancestral misdeeds.

Large-scale benevolent actions were usually the response to such situations, although
this was only possible for rulers and other elites who had the resources to organize public
projects to reestablish their health. Dr. Sakai points out that lower level employees such as
scribes, hired to make new copies of Buddhist sutras as religious merit making, had specific
occupational ailments. Yet there is no historical record of any sutra copyists having the income
or influence to perform lavish public good deeds to cure themselves of illness, as rich

employers could and did.
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Nevertheless, the enduring strength and willpower of the Japanese working class is an
essential message of this account. Paleopathologists, anthropologists, and archaeologists have
studied the Jomon people, the indigenous hunter-gatherer population that lived in the
Japanese archipelago during the Jomon period (circa 14,000 to 300 BCE).

They concluded that the hunter-gatherers survived wounds and injuries, while coping
with chronic arthritis, polio, tuberculosis, and internal parasites which caused constant pain.
These ailments, in addition to others that left no traces on the disinterred bones, did not
prevent the Jomon people from fulfilling their daily tasks.

In some cases, informed guesswork is involved in suggesting diagnoses for epidemics
from millenia ago. Evocative illustrations from centuries of Japanese popular prints underline
how the interpretation of illness transcended medicine to involve folklore, religion, and
mythology.

An eye ailment that afflicted Emperor Sanjo, Japan’s 67th emperor who reigned from
1011 CE through 1016 CE, was attributed by his contemporaries to “vengeful ghosts” (Sakai,
2025, pp. 61-64). But Dr. Sakai, in a belated diagnosis, suggests that the emperor’s intermittently
improving and worsening eyesight might point to a psychological or emotional disorder.

One of the few possible flaws to be observed in this otherwise cogent volume is that
the list of References (Sakai, 2025, pp. 219-221) cites only Japanese publications, and nothing
more recent than 1999. As this translation into English was clearly intended for an international
audience across Asia and the wider world, an up-to-date bibliography of English language titles
would have been a helpful guide to further reading for students (Sakai, 2025, p. 13).?

The brevity of this survey might also leave unexplained some assertions. For example,
after Dr. Sakai notes that Japanese plague prevention measures were largely successful, she
adds: “The more relaxed attitude taken to AIDS in Japan compared with the West has
undoubtedly been influenced by the country’s much milder brush with the Black Death”
(Sakai, 2025, p. 186).

Exactly what is meant by “relaxed attitudes” about AIDS is uncertain, as documented
cases of Japanese HIV-related stigma and discrimination have been extensively described by
researchers (Japan Center for International Exchange, 2004; Kuroda, 2020). Another sentence

or two to expand on the allusion might have clarified matters.

? Nevertheless, getting this book translated was clearly a considerable achievement in itself. In a preface from 2024, the

author thanks the editorial team and a scholar who provided a “careful academic review of the translation”.
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Similarly, the book’s origins in the early 1980s might explain the absence of discussion
of more recently researched subjects of topical interest, such as the medical history implications
of Unit 731. This covert biological and chemical warfare research and development section of
the Imperial Japanese Army was engaged in lethal human experimentation and biological
weapons manufacturing during the Second Sino-Japanese War (1937-1945) and World War |I
(Devolder, 2015; Nie et al., 2010).

This extended activity, in which up to an estimated 12,000 prisoners died during
biological experiments, was conducted under the aegis of the Epidemic Prevention and Water
Purification Department of the Imperial Japanese Army. Again, a slightly longer text might have
allowed room for discussion of this major subject that raises ongoing issues of historical
Japanese medical ethics.

Likewise, an incomplete description of the attempted assassination in 1964 of the
historian Edwin O. Reischauer, US Ambassador to Japan, might have benefited from expanded
explanation of its medical context. Ascribed here to an anonymous “nineteen-year-old youth”
(Sakai, 2025, p. 207), the stabbing was carried out by Shiotani Norikazu, who had a history of
mental illness and Méniere’s disease, an inner ear disorder. The attacker felt that he had not
received proper medical treatment by postwar American occupation forces, and wished to
make a public protest by assassinating Reischauer, founding director of the Harvard University
Japan Institute (Packard, 2010).

Despite these lacunae, Tales of Plague and Pestilence is a useful and informed
account that should prove helpful to students and instructors interested in the societal and

historical impact of medicine and disease.
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