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Japan’s Self-Defense Forces: The Development in the Post-Cold War Period

Panita Chaisorn

Abstract

Japan’s Self-Defense Forces (SDF) have expanded their role incrementally since
the post-Cold War. Such expansion is the result of the revision of Japan’s domestic laws
together with US-Japan security treaties and agreements which provide SDF the
opportunity to act more.

Besides, in the actual mission way, Japan's SDF have expanded the scope of
operations gradually, from the defensive role within Japan’s territory to the participation in
UN’s peace-keeping operations and finally the mutual cooperation in the war leaded by the
United States.

However, there're many factors involved with the expanding role of Japan’s SDF,
both external and internal factors. The international security policy of this state is still the
delicate issue of both Japan’s government and citizen. Thus, the dramatic change of

Japan’s security strategy is not easy to be occurred.

Keywords: Japan'’s Self-Defense Forces, International Relations,

Peace Keeping Operations
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