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Research Paper

Man and Love in Zeami’s Noh plays

. . . *
Winai Jamornsuriya

Faculty of Humanities and Social sciences, Nakhon Ratchasima Rajabhat University

Abstract

Zeami Motokiyo (HEFT9R JTiE) (c. 1363 — c. 1443), also called Kanze Motokiyo
(#itt J5iE), is generally seen as the most significant playwright of Japan’s classical Noh
theater. The image of heroes from the perspective of karmic law, attaining nirvana, and love
that lasts for two lifetimes was studied in the Noh plays Ashikari, Kayoi Komachi, Koi no
Omoni, Nishikigi, and Funabashi.

Results were that heroes shared the characteristics of being positively and negatively
drawn to women, love obsession and its absence, and expressing rancor. In all five plays,
the idea of karmic law was found, in which bad karma from a previous life carries on to
the next life. The possibility of attaining nirvana through heroic actions of the soul was also
present. The concept conjugal love lasting through two lifetimes was found in Kayoi Komachi,
Nishikigi, and Funabashi.

Keywords: Man and love, Noh plays, Zeami Motokiyo, Images of heroes.

* Corresponding author’s email: winaitaiyo@hotmail.com
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