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Research Paper

Historical Perspectives and Lessons Learned: Natural Disaster

Preparedness in Contemporary Japan

Nareenoot Damrongchai
Graduate School of Language and Communication,

National Institute of Development Administration

Abstract

Learning from past disasters is essential for constructing disaster preparedness in Japan
today. A qualitative approach was used by conducting fieldwork, gathering secondary data,
and interviewing disaster management professionals in Japan. Lessons learned from previous
disasters were explored and analyzed, as well as how the nation has adapted and passed on
those lessons to following generations. Results were that after major disasters, Japan made
serious attempts to develop its disaster management capacity based on data gathered and
analyzed, especially in law enforcement. Great contemporary disasters taught Japan to pay
increasing attention to developing soft side measures in disaster prevention. These include
integrating disaster countermeasures on administrative, implemental, and informational levels
to consolidate and gear national disaster management in one direction. A key factor allowing
Japanese people to cope with disasters is education about preparedness. This involves
communicating different relevant experiences relating to everyday life, vividly recalled over

the generations.

Keywords: Disaster Management, Disaster Preparedness, Disaster Risk Reduction, History,

Contemporary Japan
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