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Research Paper

The Study of Female and Male Characters in Jonan
by Kunikida Doppo**

Piyanuch Wiriyaenawat***

Faculty of Liberal Arts, Thammasat University

Abstract

This research aims to study the female and male characters portrayed in Jonan (1903)
by Kunikida Doppo (1871-1908). By analyzing Shuzo, the male character, we will find that
his character is somewhat similar to women. This came from the breeding of his mother
in his childhood. On the other hand, the female characters; Osayo, Oko and Oshun have
something in common in their characters that all of these women are capricious and seem to
overwhelm male character in the story, which was quite different from women in the Meiji
period. In this period, it was natural for women to cling to the traditional concept of “A
good wife and a wise mother” (EZEEH}). Besides, this leads to the new interpretation that
Jonan shows the subject of the role reversal between man and woman. And the reason why
Shuzo met with disaster is thought to be the fact that he can’t solve the problems and act

manly at the right time.

Keywords: Kunikida Doppo, female characters, male characters, Japanese modern literature

** This paper is a part of the research under the research grants program by The Sumitomo Foundation 2015

*** Corresponding author e-mail: piyanuchwiri@ gmail.com
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