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Academic Paper

Same-Sex Couples’ Rights Recognition in Japan

Chatchai Emraja*

Emraja Law House

Abstract

Since ancient times, same-sex relationships were known to exist in Japan. In the
Meiji era, changes in social and cultural contexts altered attitudes, bringing them closer to
Western prejudices. Adoptions and notarized deeds are being used as alternative sources of
legal protection for same-sex couples in Japan. In 2015, partnership certification granted to
same-sex couples in Tokyo’s Shibuya ward was a milestone, although not legally binding
throughout the nation. It may eventually lead to the enactment of laws registering same-sex

partnerships or marriages.
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