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Factors Accelerating Japanese Development

ABSTRACT

Sunya Sunyavivat

Due to the fact that now Japan has attained a highly developed status of
industrial development within an amazing period of time no matter how we consider
the departing point : the Meiji period from 1368 or after her defeat in W.W. 11,
1945. The problem for this paper then becomes, ‘W hat are the factors that accelerate
the rapid development of Japan.”

From close observation supported by documents, no one would deny that there
are a score of factors encouraging this swift change, the number is so great that categorization
according to a certain theoretical frame is needed to systematize and comprehend. For our
purpose, we take the popular principle of WAKON  (Japanese spirit) YOSAI (Western
technology) as our guiding framework. This theoritical position is, to the writer, in many
ways, resemble that of Structural-Functional approach taking WAKON as causes within
and YOSAI, causes without (reads from outside) the society working togetherto push the
country to the front. For WAKON this article is delineated into 1l major areas, namely,
group- oriented work, diligence and seriousness, persistence and thrifty, female role,
nationwide disciplined and honesty, love of beauty, cleanliness and health, practical and exactness,
necessities,nationalism, strength of lay leaders, propensity for education and science, and
others e.g. cooperation between government and private sectors, less defense expenses.

For YOSAI, the emphasis is on the process and nature of accepting innovations
from Western societies. This is characterize by practical orientation, group learning and
working, modern school establishment with foreign teachers, lay leaders going abroad for
training (also in large grcups), abundant textbcok translation and modeling of the original
from abroad. The precess of transfering innovations is seen in 3 steps: adopt (modeling)
adapt (changing to suit local uses and environments), and adept (improving, modifying and
beautifying to suit and attract custcmers. This is, in other words, commercialization). The
rest of the paper is devoted to present Japan where older generation is giving way to
younger ones who are not so determined and keen as the former and suggestions for

application to Thailand.
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