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Japan’s Role in the Second North Korea’s Nuclear Dispute

Abstract

Japan and North Korea were unable to establish diplomatic relations due to the
problems of reparations, Japanese abductees, and North Korea’'s nuclear ambitions. After
the second North Korea's nuclear dispute had occurred in 2002, the United States initiated
the six-party talks to resolve it. Japan, as a member of this multilateral forum, attempted to
raise the abduction issue in the talks along with the nuclear problem. Its intention was to
increase pressure on North Korea to further reinvestigate the abduction issue. Japan’'s
move was opposed by not only North Korea but also by other four members of the talks—
the United States, China, Russia, and South Korea. The reason was that discussing a
bilateral problem would jeopardize the six-party talks, as the main aim of them is to
dismantle North Korea’s nuclear programs. Japan, however, did not give up its intention to
increase pressure on North Korea; it refused to share the cost of providing heavy fuel oil as
agreed in the six-party talks and also extended sanctions on North Korea. But its position
on North Korea may likely marginalize Japan in the nuclear talks. Whether Japan would

revise such policy or not, however, largely depends on its domestic politics.

Keywords: Japan; North Korea; conflicts; relations; North Korea’s nuclear dispute
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