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The Inflerence of Buddhism towards Shinto’s Identity during the

Nara and Heian Period

Worrawan Fuangkajonsak

Abstract

This article explains the original Shinto’s identity the Japanese belief which be-
lief in gods or “Kami” and the changes of Shinto. The Japanese society absorbed the
full identity of Buddhism through the entry of Chinese culture so that Buddhism became
prosperous during the Nara period (710-784 A.D.) and the Heian period (794-1185 A.D.).
This circumstance changed the original Shinto’s identity. The change shows the inflerence of
Buddhism which reformed Shinto’s identity, new denominations, and new thoughts regarding
roles of “Kami”. Originally, Kami was believed as the creator of natural phenomena and
as the guardian saving people from disasters. As well, “Kami” was believed as the guard-
ian of Buddhism. Finally, Kami was believed as the Buddha who could be seen revised
physical farms in the periods after. Nowadays, Shinto’s thoughts and beliefs, together with
Buddhism’s, can be sensed everywhere in the Japanese society. Not only presenting the
change, but this article also reflects the ways the Japanese have accepted foreign cultures

but still preserved their own then developed it.

Keywords: Shinto, Buddhism
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