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Economic Factor and the Effects on Japan’s Defeat in World War |l

Watunyu Jaiborisudhi

Warangkana Korkietpitak

Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to study economic factor which has an effect on
Japan'’s defeat in World War Il. The role of Zaibatsu in pushing Japan to start the World
War Il is considered as the main point. Zaibatsu had very strong connections with the
Imperial Japanese Army which desired to take advantages of Zaibatsu's economic and
financial power in order to support their army. Zaibatsu held great influence over Japanese
economic and industrial activity and extend its role into Japanese politics. Furthermore,
Zaibatsu encouraged the Japanese government to extend army’s power in order to seek
market and resources in China and South East Asian countries. However, Japan
successfully occupied many countries but Japan could not have the benefit of the
resources as it expected. This is because the United States, had superior economic
factors, was able to mobilize the resources they needed so the United States defeated
Japan in the World War Il. Japan’s Defeat mirrors that access to resources so is the key to

success in the World War II.

Key words: Economic Factor, Zaibatsu, Japan, World War I, the United States
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NAVAL COMBATANT STRENGTH,PACIFIC OCEAN, 1941

United States Royal Navy Royal Japan Navy

Netherland
Navy

Battleships 9 1 - 10

Carrier 3 1 - 10

Heavy cruisers 13 4 - 18

Light cruisers 11 13 3 17

Destroyers 80 6 7 111

Submarines 55 - 15 64
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