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Dynamic relations between state and interest groups in developmental state: Case studies

of Japan and South Korea

Chaiwat Khamchoo

Nithi Nuangjamnong

Abstract

This article examines the dynamism of the state and interest groups relations in
Japan and South Korea of which represent the so-called developmental state. By
analyzing the Free Trade Agreement policy-making process of these two states, this study
shows the changing relationship between state and interest groups toward the managed
pluralism or neo-corporatism model. According to this model, state, though not totally
insulated from interest groups pressure, still has a leading role in coordinating the
formulation and implementation of policy. While interest groups tend to lobbying
government along with theirs policy preferences, channels of which they can participate in

the policy process are still determined or managed by state.

Key words: developmental state, interest groups, policy-making process,

Free Trade Agreement, Japan, Korea
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