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Abstract

The development of the e-learning system, “JPLANG” began in 2003. This system offers
learning materials and study management tools for beginner to intermediate level students free
of charge. E-learning has enabled the provision of video and audio files, as well as a dictionary
function that was not available with printed learning materials. Further, since it utilizes the most
current web technologies, simply having a PC allows one to experience practically the same
quality and functions offered at Language Laboratory facilities.

‘Learning gaps’ between fast and slow learners are a common occurrence in language
courses. In an effort to reduce these ‘learning gaps’, student access logs were analyzed and
usage patterns of fast learners were examined to create a model in which others may learn more
effectively.

As a result of the investigation, it became clear that fast-learning students at the beginner
level repeatedly utilized the “Grammar” contents and “Drill” contents of JPLANG. This indicates
that it might be effective to provide students who are weak in vocabulary and sentence structure
building with “Grammar” contents and “Drill” contents as assignments. Teachers can then check

online to see if they have done their homework and encourage their progress.
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