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Invited Paper

Japan vs. China: Jostling for Power and Influence in East Asia

Chaiwat Khamchoo*

Faculty of Political Science, Chulalongkorn University

Abstract

This paper discusses relations between Japan and China in the context of the ongoing
territorial disputes over a group of islands, called Senkaku by the Japanese and Diaoyu by
the Chinese, and the concomitant rising tension between these two rival regional powers.
Since China’s December 2013 declaration of a new air defence identification zone (ADIZ) in
the East China Sea, covering the disputed islands, and the Japanese government’s subsequent
announcement of its first ever national security strategy, which suggests a stronger defence
posture and greater security role of Japan, tensions have heightened in the region. This will
inevitably have a direct impact on peace and stability in East Asia in the future, especially in
view of the fact that this is the first time in history that both countries have become economic
and military powers simultaneously.

This article is divided into seven parts. The first part offers historical evidences from
the Japanese perspective confirming a territorial sovereignty of Japan over the Senkaku islands.
Part 2 analyses the territorial dispute issue between Japan and China in the wake of the rise
of China as the world’s second economic power, along with her military expansion, as well
as the nationalistic attitude of Prime Minister Shinzo Abe of Japan. Part 3 describes the
economic interdependence between Japan and China in both trade and investment, which is a
key factor deterring the conflicts from sliding into war. Part 4 describes the role of the security
relationship between Japan and the United States in the wake of China’s growing power and
assertiveness in the region. Part 5 deals with the relations between ASEAN, Japan and China,
including major implications for Thailand. Part 6 deals with the issue of the legacy of Japan’s
past militarismand the debate on the amending of Article 9 of the Japanese constitution. The
last part concludes with the suggestion that Thailand should adjust its foreign relations in

accordance with the shifting configuration of power in the region.

Keywords: Senkaku islands, economic and military superpower, nationalism, Japan, China

* Corresponding author’s email: Chaiwat. K@ Cu.ac.th
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