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Academic Paper

The Origins of the Postwar Constitution in Japan:

A Critique of the “Imposed Constitution” Discourse

Puli Fuwongcharoen*

Faculty of Political Science, Thammasat University

Abstract

Japan’s current constitution is, in the eyes of many, generally considered to be abnormal.
Many Japanese even regard this document as ‘an imposed constitution’, representing a humiliating
remnant from the period when their country was still occupied by the United States as a
defeated nation. However, against many people’s understanding, the history concerning the
origins of the constitution is not a story in which the United States was the sole actor. The
constitution was by no means a command issued through the victor’s might. It was instead a
product resulting from interaction between the Americans and the Japanese. This article seeks
to review and highlight the fact that the Japanese themselves also played a crucial role behind
the process that gave birth to the post-war charter. They had the chance to bargain, revise, or
even manipulate the content of the supreme law. It is therefore a serious mistake to continue

to portray the Japanese post-war constitution simply as a ‘made in the USA’ document.

Keywords: Post-war constitution, occupation period, constitutional politics in Japan
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Uszmadghluiunlminimivanely 7 3u lag
lTuduveuifonniu Whitney hild%unozlnnn
Tuandeuluniiag o1 mslvlssrnausiuead
asad MmITnaUNUINVBITUIRINIZINTNITA
mstfinaeudnilumaiasniy aaq fediga
AeugAmatlszgn wndadsuliifunisieiiily
“ANNaugauen” (9 NDL-AHP Constitution
File 1) azhiflasuenununmalnasesiiaaii

o v a

‘&l 4 ' a = o
NN ﬂﬂzllﬁ‘llu wy Llﬁﬂiﬁ‘ﬁiuﬁﬁﬂﬂ’d'ﬁiﬁﬂ (3N

Wvihfvesununmslnasodanoy
auoadmisanulsznanaly wanwlimeAadui
wldmnesumdisumdedonuil tanuidnhi
iy vasfivnanuizdnminstuanulhglaves
M3iny (McNelly 2000, 61; Williams 1979,
110) ol fuhdanado wismehiimaiias
Fhunonmsiimatnings uaslssidnmahan
Taaiu deusnIunearin thaneihing thane
Slussms thanesluinmadiostesdiu (Koseki
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Tsaniesadian g (Hellegers 2001, 515)
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anyaulaNnEuRAEINNENSE uNUng
UnAsosiuNenAmNeiiuIEanGeanan
Taodl Whitney asunususossmisaues (Koseki
1998, 70) wenwilonnil 39T BITINYRY
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MIAnENS s TNyt 9End Wi
wlionaeuldniveuin dwhiivesununms
Unasesdususuodsiivndiuauodadallng
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McNelly 2000, 98-99; Nakamura 1992, 103-
104) uazluvziAeINy I193gIINYYVIB)
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(Hellegers 2001, 502; Williams 1979, 130)
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aamy venadeiduenanuavesdedily
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119AY 5309 Shidehara Kijuro &assasuriia
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fins Shidehara Wod1 awdnidsalildfiazdos
Unilosaotiumszumniaiddsnasyssayad
aviga tauey (Inoue 1991, 19) Tusuit 22
NUATWUS IV NIENFIMUMUULNNNAUIAD
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Aspiring sincerely to an international peace based on justice and order, the Japanese people

forever renounce war as a sovereign right of the nation and the threat or use of force as means

of settling international disputes.
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To accomplish the aim of the preceding paragraph, land, sea, and air forces, as well as

other war potential, will never be maintained. The right of belligerency of the state will not be

recognized. (A1B8IRBAIUN Ashida tWuiAN)
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