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Academic Paper

The article 9 of the Constitution of Japan:
An Attempt to Amend by Prime Minister Shinzo Abe

Runglawan Rungwatpattara*

Faculty of Political Science, Thammasat University

Abstract

Article 9 of Japan’s Constitution contained the peaceful principle through a declaration
that renounced war as a sovereign right of the nation. Such a principle has made Japan’s
constitution the only pacifist constitution in the world. In the beginning, there was a straightforward
interpretation of the Constitution that Japan would be absolutely neutral. It did not allow
for any potential war except for self-defence. Later, the reinterpretation of the Constitution
evolved to meet a changing international context and time. National interests and security are
the Constitution’s primary determinants. Although de jure the provisions of the Constitution
will not be amended in any way, de facto current interpretation has travelled far beyond the
original intent of the Constitution.

Many Japanese leaders have sought to amend Article 9 of the Constitution, but have
failed to implement this successfully. Until, that is, Prime Minister Shinzo Abe announced
his desire to amend the Constitution’s Article 9, with a proposal that was clearer than ever
before. For this reason, it is very important and interesting to understand why Shinzo Abe
has sought to revise Article 9, and how likely it is that his attempt will succeed. Because,
if his efforts are successful, it will result in a major change and affect Japan's relations with

its neighbouring countries.

Keywords: Article 9 of Japan’s Constitution, collective self-defence, the pacifist constitution,

Japan self-defense force, Shinzo Abe
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