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Academic Paper

Dynamic of Localization of “Japanese-ness”

in Thailand since the late 1970s

Pinyapan Potjanalawan*

Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, Lampang Rajabhat University

Abstract

This article aims to study the dynamic of ‘Japanese-ness’ in Thailand from the late
1970s as a result of a localization approach. That process has been related to the concept
of popular culture that is practised in cultural space instead of the globalization approach.
The idea is that a cross-nation economy trend determines cultural ways. This means that the
consumers are no longer passive subjects affected by globalization or Japanization. Several
groups of people in Thailand have taken part in reproducing and creating ‘Japanese-ness’
in their own way, seen for example in the popularity of the TV series Khoo Kharm in the
1990s, green tea mania in the 2000s in both the niche and mass markets, and the growth of
the Japanese community in the 2010s. In each time period, the Thai people have together
involved in creating a ‘Japanese-ness’, which has then been reshaped in the cultural space as

a result of localization.

Keywords: Japanese-ness, localization, cultural space
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