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A Study of Changes in the Meaning of Chinese Loanwords in Japanese

Abstract

The purpose of this research is to study the changes in the meaning of Chinese
loanwords in Japanese. This is because the Japanese language has borrowed many words from
the Chinese language since ancient times. The study of changes in the meaning of loanwords
reflects the identity of each language, the concepts, the values and cultures of each society.
The study found that the characteristics of changes frequently found in the meaning of Chinese
loanwords in Japanese are: 1) pronunciation, 2) types of words, 3) rhetoric, and 4) terminology,
etc. While the type of changes in the meaning of Chinese loanwords are: 1) synonyms, but
used in different contexts or positive-negative meanings, 2) similar meanings, 3) antonyms,

4) narrower meanings, 5) broader meanings, and 6) eccentric meanings, etc.

Keywords: Loanwords, Meanings, Japanese, Chinese
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