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Research Paper

The Past and Present Tokyo Olympics:
The Promotion of National Branding from Peace-loving to
Green Nation'

Jintavat Sirirat®

Institute of East Asian Studies, Thammasat University
Abstract

The COVID-19 epidemic has severe affected to the 2020 Tokyo Olympics. The
International Olympic Committee (IOC) made a decision to organize this mega sport event in
2021, rather than the planned timetable. There is still a controversy among Japanese people
regarding what comes first: world sports or domestic health. Nevertheless, the merit of the
Games in terms of strengthening national branding should not be overlooked. Therefore, the
concept of sports and soft power is used to study this trend. With the above in consideration,
the research objective aims to look into promotion of Japan's branding both the 1964 and
the 2020 Tokyo Olympics. This also highlights the importance of sports in achieving na-
tional goals. The study found that during the 1964 Tokyo Olympics, Japan promoted its own
branding as a peace-loving nation while emphasizing economic and prosperity. Currently, the
2020 Tokyo Olympics provide Japan with an opportunity to reinforce its national branding
as a green country. This is the sustained value synergy between Japan and IOC. Importantly,
the international community has made sustainable development a primary priority. As a result,
the 2020 Tokyo Olympics will serve as a showcase for Japan’s soft power as an active role

of environmentally sustainable growth.

Keywords: Japan, Tokyo Olympics, branding, sustainable development

' This article is a part of research project on “Sports Diplomacy of Japan, China and South Korea: Lessons
for Thailand,” supported by Thammasat University Research Fund in 2017.
? Researcher, Institute of East Asian Studies, Thammasat University
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U
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212-213)

* iyjihuinfwnlsulpnnihuwnveanmsensnusedanseadiju
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I&sudeniludinuloanilnd 2020 Faands
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123



onsansiidudnun

Japanese Studies Journal

it 1 oeud i 13wty (e-Palette) 1hanisnmsmelumiuiniv

RIDE ﬁ7 ,

!
CHARING

flan: International Olympic Committee (2019)

2) MIVAMINTNIINTAIINTAAVDLTY
Wiilugud (Zero Wasting) nsdaniansneins
Sluszidudt 12 lu SDGs dremskaauazns
13lnaed gty Faauznssumslamerleanin
I&smualivanidsanslinsnnnsoiegala
doldinansldnsneinsedaiidszansnw i
msthmswernsihnavin vl wasdaasuan

Hentiununim oy sazdszansy Taguuing

mhulluszrinamsueaty o1 Msaanisal

M3u3lnne1isveninfiwnaznineideae

fornaviehidesdas Manl¥magnidemsty
WinaanszuIumMsmiaveads Wannlasaaiad
Hufiasdudaneden Wawesdirunszuaums
FlaAaud Toun msvenuuumioyianniag
FlAannunaresinadwiiiodeuazqinsaiinios
T Iihluthu mslszAvgaumdanniaganiu
Fanmndmiuiilssaudonnmauiudulning
Tnafludl 2011 edfudydnuaivesdu@ininuas
mstuituiiszauss gausdsmedmsinindany
masfinaannvezIaNaain asuiususeia
fihmnnnveznanadnilmda @i

anvaudeaINe1ms anlagreueIMIINlFAs

d' a ~ a ] o = a A =
AN 1 NﬁNﬁﬂi}’]ﬂﬂ'li‘iul“]ﬂﬂﬁﬁ'lﬂiuiﬁLﬂﬂ’ﬂﬂﬁ‘uﬂﬂﬂ 2020

WaKan HIAA aszdngy
38Q39da | Towards an ﬁmimaﬂﬂimamﬂmauﬂamﬂmaﬂéff‘lumumﬂiumﬁ"lmnau 79,000 6i1s
innovative for | ML 1,621 B Aaiflufovas 90 YDIPUFUNANNAVD
all lu wandulnsdmiindouiisn 6.21 @indossindiu NTT Docomo
1thuslmaaldnes 32 Alansy @y 3,500 Alansdy uAzNBINAI 2,200
Alansi
AVINAY Hope lights | Sovaz 30 mmﬂ“uLwaqﬁJuagﬁtﬁﬂu‘ﬁ'%"lcmﬁamﬂﬁmﬁ'nsﬁ"aﬂsn“luﬂ?q
our way wmamssiuiuaulmuasdniusnuginmalnlealull 2011
Ggﬂﬁ'ﬂéa Hope lights | Waaannuiawanadn li@iaanmssnuiiuvedndtn Coca-Cola
AVIWAY our way
wivsunada | Wudiumilaves | nunwnauasussasnadnldlssna 245 du laodisznms
SDGs manru waglndou 113 wishdiudniulanms daldsums
aduaUNLIEN P&G

ﬁm: Tokyo 2020 (2021)

124



latfgoloauUnvnedaddoyuu: msiaSuastonwanunivinuszanasndudgus=iasnaoudadon

uadWU ASSau

MU 2 1M3eYTIANNIERS fa

AN 3 aumdnniaginuindaaTvesiissaunst 2011

MNN 4 FAUAINBUNIIAVWINNAANINVILVIANA AN

-

ﬁm: Tokyo 2020 (2021)

3) NININTFIIVFIALAZANNUHAINHAY
nMEIN daemsdaaiuuuifadiodui /i
Tuiding (city within nature/nature within the
city) MIANUAIAYAUNIBYTINAUTIINIG
Wuadsuiugnludaudgiu diuldan ms
aNIIIY - Satoyama Wuyuuniidesdinud
Fdvmanhliasiuihmanyasdonsouguru
deandaaruthumeil 6 ves SDGs @3
Samnhuasquounivedadadu uazdhmung
i 15 Ndemalnileanasifuszuviine Tl
AMuMAIAAENIFIMwIasdu 9 handnnda
mananndeduh/dhludesdugiuzdinmleduiln
fithwnefio anmsaiamszundanaden Wenn
feafiiasnuFaunadey dduanumanvatsna
ssuviinauaziufiddoaiiofuleaveiieuas
unaswnroundoula lasamsdiny wu M3
wanniuidderlunglaiiensnn 7se enined

125

maatnanuindder wjtninindded
T ssamnAlszna 36,400 mamas Shidu

uenmtionnmajaialvlanedlednin
1l 2020 huniesiionszduirsugiaivzandan
AaudneITy 1990 udr Giludililenatiad
afanwanyaiveslszmalugiuzfiidiuns
Warnnoi1agadudaflunssuadisnveslanifagiu
ngmaaniulasamaasnasmsiyadig
daumduoudiitesuiiodumanldsuulasdnin
iema maadndinuliggryuisunazvezily
gudiioaamslinsneinsedaduldesdaily
Usslemfagursughonasdian aasaaunaiy
dedelumaianniesdider demndianed
MuuIAa soft power nnanldil msddiu
aumaiiflunslimbsnvesdiunanusunssua
figneysndunadowvadlan AeliiAnnadse

o [N = a a a A I ¥
msaivaidruimlednt nngiwdusiniw

]



onsansiidudnun

Japanese Studies Journal

1
a

dlszauanudriBagiuazldsuazuuuiionain

AAAIAN ) VUNNTEAVUUNFIAAIUADIANT
serIalsemaaudedsenasu

7. aql

MIuIv Ui sznIlszmeniuning
M3zupINIAIUMI0 1ATHND UL IMUTITY
4 §. A
Favarglszmalslonanmaiuginiwdaady
gnsmdaiuasmionvesay aaeaaumsnlasu
Fummnanwaiveaszmelugluuuma g 019 sza
MINAUUATHEAD ANNEINTONWINMT J1uuy

I

nMsUnases Wudu 910NITNUNIUITIUNTTY

]
=

dlwidun giludvszaumsallumsléiwie
vssquihminedgnsmaasisluadanindug
mmwwavealansiunumimaldlull 2002 nsly
NazfAwnszsuanudunusszaulszasuly
s IuAIuAeayEd uazmslFaa
fsufmaveaidenanuduwus dulszmely
iFsdsgmsmaasnangede nasidiedinnz
mafhuiinwledutnggieuvosdilunsaenss
Froundafmily soft power wui1 @ijuld
Todudlnil 1964 Wasuulasmwdnuainmlszmer
fananilusiadusmsseil 20 nFlundnsndud
uazlianudiaynudsugiaazmswau lag
dilundnidsamaihauoamsssuiifevoany
ansnmstiowedanylslugismsuisiuleduiln
VaziRgINuRLTAItIszAUNIHaNVe sz
N'ﬂﬂﬂiﬂﬁ‘;’lﬂﬁuﬁﬁuﬁ’jdﬁuﬂJﬁWT FTUVVUA
WaruedInllANUEIgIBuiUmY MImenen
aarua oy uazmaluladniwaiouasnis
sunalumauisty Tedwdniafhuaiesiionil
dmsuussguihmmedagnsenaasvoadlun
MsaseaNNEsYALlamaTyghe uazlsuily

ANUFUNUT ATz meiaUIU

dilusamanialiloduilnd 2020
UszauanudiSusudssunalusdveansnss
Fuirsugiailszaunzrsininauaness
1900 wazidiuadummanyallugiuzdszmei
funumihdumswanned sy ilesan
Tipfumseysnidaunadouuasmssuiions
wasumlasanmmgiemeafunszuafisuvedlan
fnndiomnnlianudidgdonsud luilgm
DHITIAIU INTIEANUTUUTITAINTUVDITY
AAmessIInAdsiaunanadeulngy
vaadunadew Todudadl 2020 Faflundiidghlu
1]?1Lﬁuaﬁ1ﬁﬂuﬁugwuc§aaa@ﬂé"mﬂ"’uqmmam{
vea 10C wuflufamdnvesleandnadeil 1dud
dszmiusn msafudiauasuoumdronsls
wimaidon adulnsadeiuguasisuy
vudiiiflufiasdudunaden Uszmsiides ms
samaninonafieanvoudofugud drems
MuHUMIlENsweInseduidssaninwneld
UNAA 3Rs U MIAAYBATIIINDINIT AT
pONUULIMIBYINTaNvezdidnnsoiind M3
Ussdufaumamnsudiuhuindussausy ns
oonLLUYAURIMBASNII AL AAZIUSY
aiannveswaadn uasdssmsiieny maada
Wiesdilivadouunfa Satoyama dofluledniln
fiimaiuiuisideaaludiuvesmnuutaty
wjthwiniw wazngalamenlagsey 3ananldh
Toaudlnfhunifdihldineunsmiouioussqih
vneignImaaiiteaadeatuanniadon
serinlszmalutligiy deandeantaufnm
VY99 Mike Featherstone n1 Tomoko Tamari
(2019) uaz John Lauermann (2020) ﬁnm
1 mssamausiuluumsiatnegediduiu
yaauvedlaiiealedntlnil 2020 feidlumsaing
niliud dijunasiomusnaluasliuin

126



TaiAgoloauUnonadndUoguu: msiasuasiomuanunininUs:=inasnduagusnasnaonondou

uadWU ASSau

vuninnznszmaldiiuegadmumnia
soft power

a819lsfay msunsszuavedhsala
IN-19 UNANIENUDENHUNADNITIANITUUIVU
Tofealoduilnt 2020 sudeadounisuyadinn
Huil 2021 uANADWVIVUMBNANIMTUNITZLNA
vodlsadai i gidsadadumeludanudluly
gNIANYIDIAEUTANMIUTY danansznuAoA
witlloanTlnifluinioadienssduinsugsvos

Uszma nen

v v

NG

o

N Nﬁﬁiﬁ]ﬂ1iﬂiiqm1ﬁu'}ﬂﬂii

A Ay =

wisTuudiBudndie eannduiudesndy
wlifandunldeaiioquonnisdaiiumsaaves
Srununn dnilumalfiasaduanuiime
voagnludemsaivayumwdnuailssmadide
Mumauat AWl amauniszinavedlinn
Tngflugaifagiu fenseaiu Tonforloduilnnalu
1l 1964 uasdl 2020 Aflusrodwfiuansianuem
yoeiwsensussgih B agnsmansves
Usznet Fadiuldldfundnmya/nilunsussg
dhmnenimasisygiauaznmansal nandniie
vialsslenivosmafhudinmimainsovne

Wghaoua 18 masisiuimszrinalszmais

UeUa

a

WINNIUAGTOIVDINW

v a
19NA1ID IO

a a

naA ﬂmﬁ’%iqﬂj. (2559). wlgg soft power #19

ouFouveudiu Fu uaznmald: vbuazum

Goudmsin/szmalng. njamwa: dninau

NAINUANLAYUNTIV.

Abel, J. R. (2012). Japan's sporting diplomacy:
The 1964 Tokyo Olympiad. The Interna-

tional History Review, 34(2), 203-220.

127

Allen Pigman, G., & Simon Rofe, J. (2014).
Sport and diplomacy: An introduction.
Sport in Society, 17(9), 1095-1097.

Baade, R. A., & Matheson, V. A. (2016).
Going for the gold: The economics of the
olympics. Journal of Economic Perspec-
tives, 30(2), 201-218.

BBC. (2021). Tokyo Olympics: Why doesn’t
Japan cancel the Games? Retrieved June
4, 2021 from https://www.bbc.com/news/
world-asia-57097853

Black, D., & Peacock, B. (2013). Catching
up: Understanding the pursuit of major
games by rising developmental states. In
J. A. Mangan, S. Collins, & G. Ok (eds.),
The triple Asian olympics: Asia rising-the
pursuit of national identity, international
recognition and global esteem (pp. 45-
63). Abingdon, OX: Routledge.

Cha, V. D. (2009). A theory of sport and
politics. The International Journal of the
History of Sport, 26(11), 1581-1610.

Cha, V. D. (2009). Beyond the final score:
The politics of sport in Asia. New York:
Columbia University Press.

Constandt, B., & Willem, A. (2021). Hosting
the olympics in times of a pandemic:
Historical insights from Antwerp 1920.
Leisure Sciences, 43(1-2), 50-55.

Dolles, H., & Séderman, S. (2013). Twenty
years of development of the J-League:
Analysing the business parameters of
professional football in Japan. Soccer &

Society, 14(5), 702-721.



onsansiidudnun

Japanese Studies Journal

Droubie, P. (2013). Phoenix arisen: Japan as
peaceful internationalist at the 1964 Tokyo
Summer Olympics. In J. A. Mangan,
S. Collins, & G. Ok (Eds.), The triple
Asian olympics: Asia rising-the pursuit of
national identity, international recognition
and global esteem (pp. 83-96). Abingdon,
OX: Routledge.

Featherstone, M., & Tamari, T. (2019).
Olympic games in Japan and East Asia:
Images and legacies: An introduction.
International Journal of Japanese Sociology,
28(1), 3-10.

Gallego, V., Nishiura, H., Sah, R., &
Rodriguez-Morales, A. J. (2020). The
COVID-19 outbreak and implications
for the Tokyo 2020 Summer Olympic
Games. Travel Medicine and Infectious
Disease, 1-3.

Grix, J., & Houlihan, B. (2014). Sports mega-
events as part of a nation’s soft power
strategy: The cases of Germany (2006)
and the UK (2012). The British Journal
of Politics and International Relations,
16(4), 572-596.

Guajardo, M. (2016). Tokyo 2020 Olympics:
Nation branding creates an opportunity for
a new cultural narrative for Japan. Paper
presented at the The International Confer-
ence on Japan and Japan Studies 2016.

Honjo, T., Seo, Y., Yamasaki, Y., Tsune-
matsu, N., Yokoyama, H., Yamato, H.,
& Mikami, T. (2018). Thermal comfort

along the marathon course of the 2020

128

Tokyo Olympics. International Journal of
Biometeorology, 62(8), 1407-1419.
International Olympic Committee. (2017). IOC
sustainability strategy. Retrieved March
20, 2021 from https://www.olympic.org/

sustainability

International Olympic Committee. (2020).
Sapporo 1972: A city transformed, a
continent inspired. Retrieved November
5, 2020 from https://www.olympic.org/
news/olympic-legacy/sapporo-1972/
sapporo-1972-a-city-transformed-a-
continent-inspired

Jarvie, G. (2003). Internationalism and sport
in the making of nations. Identities, 10(4),
537-551.

Kakamu, T., Wada, K., Smith, D. R., Endo, S.,
& Fukushima, T. (2017). Preventing heat
illness in the anticipated hot climate of
the Tokyo 2020 Summer Olympic Games.
Environmental Health and Preventive
Medicine, 22(1), 1-6.

Lauvermann, J. (2020). Visualising sustain-
ability at the olympics. Urban Studies,
57(11), 2339-2356.

Manzenreiter, W. (2014). Sport and body
politics in Japan. Oxfordshire: Routledge.

Nakamura, H., & Suzuki, N. (2017). Rein-
terpreting olympic legacies: The emergent
process of long-term post-event strategic
planning of Hakuba after the 1998 Nagano
Winter Games. International Journal of

Sport Policy and Politics, 9(2), 311-330.



TaiAgoloauUnonadndUoguu: msiasuasiomuanunininUs:=inasnduagusnasnaonondou

uadWU ASSau

Nikkei Asia. (2019). Tokyo Olympics
budget swells to $12bn a year before
games. Retrieved October 10, 2020 from
https://asia.nikkei.com/Spotlight/Tokyo-
2020-Olympics/Tokyo-Olympics-budget-
swells-to-12bn-a-year-before-games

Nikkei Asia. (2021). Why the Tokyo Olympics
must be canceled. Retrieved June 4, 2021
from https://asia.nikkei.com/Opinion/
Why-the-Tokyo-Olympics-must-be-
canceled

Nye, J. S. (2004). Soft power: The means
to success in world politics. New York:
PublicAffairs.

Nye, J. S. (2011). The future of power. New
York: PublicAffairs.

Nygard, H. M., & Gates, S. (2013). Soft
power at home and abroad: Sport diplomacy,
politics and peace-building. International
Area Studies Review, 16(3), 235-243.

Presti, V. L. (2014). Moving towards Tokyo
2020: Sport as a vehicle of social inclu-
sion. European Journal of Sport Studies,
1(1), 1-12.

Sakaedani, A. (2005). 2002 FIFA World
Cup and its effects on the reconciliation
between Japan and the Republic of
Korea. Japanese Journal of Political Science,
6(2), 233-257.

Sato, S., Oshimi, D., Bizen, Y., & Saito, R.
(2020). The COVID-19 outbreak and
public perceptions of sport events in

Japan. Managing Sport and Leisure, 1-6.

129

Shimizu, S. (2014). Tokyo - bidding for
the olympics and the discrepancies of
nationalism. The International Journal of
the History of Sport, 31(6), 601-617.

Singh, B. (2013). Japan's security identity:
From a peace state to an international
state. New York: Routledge.

The New York Times. (1964). Olympic village
in Tokyo opened; living quarters
for athletes resemble a U.S. Suburb.
Retrieved October 1, 2020 from https://
www.nytimes.com/1964/09/16/archives/
olympic-village-in-tokyo-opened-living-
quarters-for-athletes.html

Tokyo 2020. (2018). Tokyo 2020 Olympic
and Paralympic Games sustainability plan
version 2. Retrieved October 15, 2020
from https://tokyo2020.org/en/games/
sustainability /sus-plan

Tokyo 2020. (2020a). Sustainability progress
report. Retrieved November 30, 2020
from https://gtimg.tokyo2020.0rg/image/
upload/production/dpmsi7vxksqzouh-
wdsdz.pdf

Tokyo 2020. (2020b). Tokyo 2020 sustain-
ability. Retrieved November 30, 2020
from https://tokyo2020.org/en/games/
sustainability /

Tokyo 2020. (2021). About the Games.
Retrieved June 5, 2021 from https://
olympics.com/tokyo-2020/en/news/

United Nations Development Programme.

(2020). The SDGs in action. Retrieved



onsansiidudnun

Japanese Studies Journal

November 20, 2020 from https://www.

undp.org/sustainable-development-goals

United Nations Climate Change. (2020). The

Paris Agreement. Retrieved November 20,
2020 from https://unfccc.int/process-and-
meetings/the-paris-agreement/the-paris-

agreement

Wu, Y., Graw, K., & Matzarakis, A. (2020).

Comparison of thermal comfort between
Sapporo and Tokyo—the case of the
Olympics 2020. Atmosphere, 11(5), 1-13.

Yoshifumi, B., & Shintaro, S. (2017).

Marketing football: Perspectives from the
Japan football League (J. League). In N.
Chanavat, M. Desbordes, & N. Lorgnier
(eds.), Routledge handbook of football
marketing (pp. 420-428). Oxfordshire:

Routledge.

Yu, Y., & Liu, J. (2013). A comparative

130

analysis of the olympic impact in East
Asia: From Japan, South Korea to China.
In J. A. Mangan, S. Collins, & G. Ok
(eds.), The triple Asian olympics: Asia
rising-the pursuit of national identity,
international recognition and global esteem

(pp. 64-82). Abingdon, OX: Routledge.

Received : 1/5/2021
Revised : 8/6/2021
Accepted : 10/6/2021



