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Research Paper

The 32 Poems of Plum Blossoms in Manyoushuu
Comparing the Image of Plum Blossoms in Manyoushuu with
Kokinwakashuu

Attaya Suwanrada

Faculty of Arts, Chulalongkorn University
Abstract

“Reiwa”, the new era name of Japan, is derived from the words in the preface of
the 32 poems of plum blossoms in Manyoushuu, the oldest anthology of Japanese poetry
in the Nara period. The poems were composed at a plum blossom viewing party held at
Otomo no Tabito’s residence in Dazaifu in 730. This article aims to study the image of plum
blossoms in those 32 poems in Manyoushuu by comparing with the poems of plum blossoms
in Kokinwakashuu, a great anthology of Japanese poetry in the Heian period. This study will
help distinguish the image of plum blossoms in Japanese poetry of different periods. The
study finds that in Manyoushuu, the poets emphasize the beautiful and attractive appearance
of the plum blossoms and convey their emotions directly, while in Kokinwakashuu, the poets
show more delicate sentiments such as mentioning the fragrance of the plum blossoms and

describing the illusion of plum blossoms, which are images not found in Manyoushuu.

Keywords : Japanese poetry, plum blossom, Manyoushuu, Kokinwakashuu

" Corresponding author’s e-mail: attaya_s@hotmail.com
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