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Research Article

Policy Determinants for Smart City Development of the

Government of Japan

Nirinthorn Mesupnikom

Researcher, the Institute of East Asian Studies, Thammasat University
Abstract

Smart City Development is a public policy that governments in many countries
around the world, including Japan and Thailand, are implementing. While Japan implemented
the smart city development policy before Thailand and has been progressing with concrete
achievements, Thailand, which is still in the early process of policy development, has faced
discontinuity due to governmental changes. Although Thailand has implemented the National
Economic and Social Development Plan as its national strategy, its public policy has prima-
rily been shaped by the campaigns of political parties. When the government changes often,
the policy also changes as a result. Therefore, studying the policymaking factors is important
because these factors are related to the policymaking process, policy implementation, and the
success or failure of the policy. This article analyzes the factors of smart city development
policymaking within the Government of Japan. The research questions guiding this article
include: what are the reasons and factors that influence the Government of Japan to implement
a particular policy? The analysis is based on documentary research, utilizing public policy
concepts as guidelines. The result of the study shows that the Government of Japan views the
multidimensional context, including domestic and foreign factors, as important driving forces
in policy implementation, a perspective that could benefit Thailand in its implementation of

a Smart City Development policy.

Keywords: Policy Determinants, Public Policy, Smart City, Development, Japan
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