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Research Paper

From "Motor Boat’ to "Fishing School’: Japanese

Roles in the Thai Fishing Industry, 1927-1945

Nipaporn Ratchatapattanakul
Faculty of Liberal Arts, Thammasat University

Abstract

The economic history of Thailand one decade prior to the outbreak of World War
I has been frequently analyzed under the conceptual framework of Phibun-led nationalism
policy, followed by the US- supported assistance during the Cold War in the late 1950s. This
article focuses on the roles of Japan in Thailand’s fishing industry during those two connected
periods to reveal the base of technology transfer of Japan in Thailand before the World War
II. Significantly, this technology transfer enabled Thailand to further and utilize the learned
knowledge and practices under the mutual cooperation among Thailand, the US, and Okiwana
which was ruled by US after the end of World War IL

Keywords: Thai fishing industry, International technology transfer, Japan, Okinawa
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