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Research Paper

Thai Learners’ Listening SKkills in the Accent Discrimination of
Japanese Words: A Comparison of Those That Have Had Accent

Learning and Practice Experience with Those That Have Not

Yupaka Fukushima
Faculty of Humanities, Kasetsart University
Tasanee Methapisit*

Faculty of Liberal Arts, Thammasat University

Abstract

This paper had two objectives. The first was to analyze the difficulties in the perception
of the Japanese pitch accents of Thai learners of Japanese. The second was to clarify
whether the knowledge of accents and experience of listening practice could accelerate the
acquisition of the pitch accent or not by using an accent perception test modified from the
“Tokyo Accent Perception Test” created by Kawatsu Motoi et al. (2003). The target group
of this study was first-year students in the Faculty of Humanities at Kasetsart University.
The study focuses on the differences between the students that have had accent learning and
practice experience and those that have not. Seventy-four students participated in this study
and the results were as follows.

1. The Thai learners were able to perceive accents with an affirmative intonation better
than accents with an interrogative intonation.

2. The accuracy of the accent perception decreased with the increase in the length of
the words.

3. The penultimate accent (the second from the last syllable) was the most difficult
accent pattern for the participants to identify, especially in the interrogative intonation.

4. Prior knowledge of the accent system and practice enhanced the students’ listening
skills regarding accent discrimination. Especially the Heiban type, the Atamadaka type, and
the Nakadaka Type in the affirmative intonation showed a high accuracy rate at more than
80%.

Keywords: listening skills, accent discrimination, prior knowledge of accents

* Corresponding author’s e-mail: fhumykf@ku.ac.th, tasanee.m@arts.tu.ac.th
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0.0% | 18.8% | 39.6% | 35.4% | 6.3% | KUBJ 18.8%
6. nanhifpluundusgedvesdidny aauasavdeunn 11.5% | 0.0% | 19.2% | 34.6% | 34.6% | KU 11.5%
L,
wNYnsN, OJAD nntiosiisdla 2.1% 6.3% | 12.5% | 43.8% | 35.4% | KUBJ 8.4%
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ngu KU | ngu KUBJ
(Gouns (hiGau
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= s Ay o =~ -~ e a
1. @saganlummndgiulvuinasguuuuiiey vieuanaanullauginig 80.8% 62.5%
o G v o ~ s Ay
2. deoladhudedinnveadosgesmlunindiu 92.3% 10.4%
v o W A ' £ o Sy o 13 oA A =~ 13
3. JeladAyniuszninmsiudssgendum viomumisinlasunnideegalden | 76.99% 37.5%
4. Jelafinnuvued “asaliiu Hazwu” 76.9% 25.0%
5. M 3 wend guuudsagaanngiuuy 50.0% 0.0%
6. M fE (aenll) marsiaumduiludssgeaviedsan 53.8% 22.9%
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o i o oo a1 2 DL 2 LA
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sUuudsagaamuegnumuuaIh HiemMNAINGd
fnagy 76.5% 19.6%
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TYMINNATOU ngy KU ngy KUBJ TYMIAMATOU ngu KU | ngy KUBJ
1. 2920 88.5% 75.0% 16. 725958 80.8% 60.4%
2. 50 96.2% 85.4% 17. ZZ5%6© 69.2% 58.3%
3.970 92.3% 75.0% 18. L5 L© 96.2% 64.6%
4, X0 92.3% 72.9% 19. 9HEHDO 69.2% 54.2%
5. 727277@ 92.3% 95.8% 20. £ZB0 5 © 92.3% 64.6%
6. & TO 88.5% 79.2% 21. NAIEETO 80.8% 58.3%
7. W70 88.5% 70.8% 22. NITTAO 57.7% 37.5%
8. £F0 92.3% 64.6% 23. JTAX. @ 73.1% 50.0%
9. 130 88.5% 45.8% 24, =X AT @ 80.8% 62.5%
10. 1Z7L @ 92.3% 60.4% 25. 9 TIZDHL O 80.8% 50.0%
1. WEXS0 88.5% 64.6% 26. DIEHENO 65.4% 54.2%
12. BHLLZO 65.4% 70.8% 27. VWHLHO 53.8% 22.9%
13. 7710 92.3% 60.4% 28. SN2 10 69.2% 41.7%
14. ULiid7-0 84.6% 52.1% Mmde 82.3% 62.0%
15. <L O 92.3% 83.3% Audlsennnnasgu 12.1 15.4

*Framauamusnnunenduazgluudsigeinm e, o, e, e, o

MNAITN 5 WUTIANRAEEATIAMY
gndesvasmaiadvagamvasmidwifiandae
Muoadgaventa1ves “ngu KU” (82.3%)
a1 “ngu KUBJ” (62%) agiiisdagna
adafiszey 0.01 (t=5.47, p<01) laglumons
fmadounanua 28 M drulvgimiosazueg
“ndu KUBJ” snh “ngu KU” inuiaau onidu
M 72727 uae (B 30X | i “ngu KUBJ”
NMiveasANNgNABIgINT “ngy KU” @niiey
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TYMIANNATOU ngy KU ngy KUBJ TYMIMNATOU ngy KU | ngu KUBJ
1. IF520 92.3% 81.3% 16. 1Z3Z7Lx<7@ 73.1% 47.9%
2. 50 88.5% 81.3% 17. 5T HUV?O 23.1% 18.8%
3. 13%°0 76.9% 60.4% 18. LUH%70 53.8% 27.1%
4. 53570 92.3% 47.9% 19. BLWSE20 80.8% 83.3%
5. IFH20 84.6% 66.7% 20. THLIZV?O 84.6% 79.2%
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12. I TE20 73.1% 83.3% 27. DINTHFNT20 11.5% 27.1%
13. =aIHL°0 65.4% 27.1% 28. INS5L20 30.8% 22.9%
14. 7%V 220 88.5% 47.9% fhm?i'il 70.7% 54.6%
15. <&H 500 80.8% 64.6% Andeaunasg 20.9 20.2
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ngu KU | ngu KUBJ
1UNAR NUIUMNATOL Gouns | (hiGsums
p0NIdo) | oonidoq)
1. @OINTA 4 M (000, L5097, 250) 92.3% 77.1%
2. MUWONA | 6 A1 (272770, LT, L <720, KIE<0, [TEX0. 13TLe) 90.4% 69.4%
3. Anead 8 il (VWEEHO, BHDXOQ, 77110, Unli-0, X5, 83.7% 64.3%
725550, 22520, L5011 0)
4. FINee 10 M ObELOO, ZIENL0, NHRIFLTO, TTTA0, 72.3% 49.6%
JITAZ @, TXANT@ HITEDHLO, DizhENe, »WblLho,
SN 0)

e 7 wudilaeswlidiee
“nqu KU” w39 “ngu KUBJ” fAduuiliy
AMoAfNY Ao BpnaNugNdsaveInsvlagluuy
Foagai anaswnRusLIINUNIaRTINATY
doandesnunudtoves 25 (2010) Faiubiums
A1909NUKFIUN UMD UasWUIIASUUUAY
Qﬂﬁawaqmsﬁm@m;ﬁmﬁmuwmqﬁmﬂﬁu
ag1lifay mnwSeuisuszrinangu
wiiiud “ndu KU” fadoagasmuead 2 noad
uaz 3 wonAlddnn lasiaundsnnugndos

92.3% uaz 90.4% MUMAY uazduazilua 4
wend Aeadimmasnnugndesia 83.7% daud
5 woadl TAuRAsANNYNEDY 72.3% Faganan
Idheghunamige® dmst “ngu KUBJ? Wadss
qasvesdm 2 nendldaniqa lasiaundsniu
andeail 77.1% Lmzé’mwmmQnﬁmﬁamwm

£
o v o

MAUAMIUA 3-4 WONA dIUM 5 WAL
fonnngalasiinmasnnugnaes 49.6%
4 '

PIANIN “nau KU” 22.7%
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ngy KU | ngw KUBJ
TIUIUNEIA PUIUMNATO Bouns | (uSsums
00nNLdee) | 09nLFeN)
1. A0INIA 4 M (520, 520, 112970, 5120) 87.5% 67.7%
. |6 M KIER20,13E020, ZD1H20, £<A20,
2. EUNENA 79.5% 58.3%
72TL?@®, LZ/2@)
2 . 8 A (XHOIL20, INTE20 |, aIH L0, TF 220 |
3. AWYNA ) o o 67.8% 47.7%
{ELH?0  1FTL 170, 9T AHUO, LUNHZ70)
10 M (BLYEX20, TLIFVO, 77V (R0,
4. Ineae NETTA20, L@ | v TANI?2@, T AHHHE?, 61.2% 52.7%
DLBHDLU?2O, NRANTZ20 SNESL20)
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9nAeIveIMIlan 749 uas 48% MWAAL dIUANNYNABIlAITINNAINABININY 61%
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AerueadsIvenial Na1ABINIININYNHBI
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M3 6 WU “ngn KUBJ”? anunsoades
NUBIM 5 WONALULTIY uag LULALTDS
mavlddniim 4 worediig

5.3.4 Matla@eagamveImAnNiIIIuN
mugduuuidssgan

ieasradeuI g unnFoagedives
Mwiuand i diwadeanugndeaveans
Wadsagesanntios iisla {Isuldmaunie
ANUYNABIVBININIVBIMANRULVIIY uUUGa
finenaddu uuugaiiwendnaanendi 2 uas
3 wazuuvavaed WisuiieuAlIsnIng “ngu
KU” uaz “ngu KUBJ” dldwamuman o
waz AN 10

MIN 9 AlRdIANNYNABIveIMIHuFEIgemuBImAmTnaudIsueudsauenal: Iuunmu

sluuEsagas
ngy KU | ngu KUBJ
Fuuy . . -
b ; NUIUANATO Gouns | (uSsums
GRS .
0ondee) | eonLdee)
8 M (D0, LR0, 2770, ) TO, NESH0,
1. BUUTIY i o 85.1% 73.7%
BLDE0, 9bEL00, FIE1H0)
2. wuugan 8 i OTO, X0, <0, LiFKO, 7/EL0, UZE-0.
. ) 85.1% 61.5%
WONAHU MHFET O, T TTAO)
3. UGN 8 M (1TFELO, 1ITL O, XL<HLO, 125750,
NYNANA VIALL @ ZXANT @ ITIHLO, DIHEVe) 81.7% 58.3%
WONRT 2 uaz 3
4. WUVAVEDY 4 M (C2AZ20, L5ENLO, VWhLILO, SV =)o) 72.1% 46.9%

1IN 9 wud malaudsagadives
mdwifaudoiueudeaend Swunaugl
uuidsagasntiu “ndu KU anansaifadoagen
MUY wastugeiinoeAdulddwe g fu las
fimmasanugndosiiuie ss.19% medudali
Aouvuguiinendnalanendi 2 uaz 3 aaf
Aundsanugndodlndlfsuuuny uasiuugs
fineaddu Ao s1.79 dugamofeuuuay
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ngy KU | ngu KUBJ
Juuvy . . o ‘o
5 NUUMNATDU (GLTIRE (hiGeums
GINSLEN! . .
RRAIGEN) RRAIGEN)
1. UUusY 8 M (EH20, °R20. IFA?0, 1TV 20, TNEL? 0, 84.6% 76.6%
EINTE?20, BWSE 20, T/nLITY 2 0)
2. WIUQINWENA | 8 A (FX 20, 5L20, Z0F 20, X520, 334120, 79.3% 49.2%
au FRH A2 O, ATHAR 2 @, RETTA2 @)
3. Lmuqaﬁ'wmaﬁ 8 M (ETL?@ L2420 . <Sb5 20, 1571120, 68.8% 53.4%
nae e | SV DL 2O, vIAM 20, ZAHhHhE 20, DLHHU? ©)
il 2 uas 3
4. HUUAUABY 4N OFTAHV?20, LUBLZ 20, 10ARNZ? 0, EINESHL20) 29.8% 24.0%

NI 10 WU MsHaFesgaiive
Mdwiaudehussdamom sumnaugli
Foagadniu “ndu KU” awnsailadosga
MUY masuuugaineasiy 8@ mndendy
MAwiideiueaduondr lasiidunds
ANUQNADIN 84.6% Az 79.3% MUY dau
HILEaTiNe19ANaN WeAT 2 nas 3 fidundo
Anugndetanauinies lasiaundsniu
ndesil 68.8% usiii “ndu KU” vhnzinnléiio
figafouuLauresdiidnAvaugndes 29.8%

@iy “ngy KUBJ”? annsonades
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80ANNNUITBVDI fER M (1995) uag LR+
NER T (1998) du?magqﬁ'muuauam
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Gluﬂ1@]\1LLﬁ 4 WfJ'Nﬂmuqﬂliﬂugﬂ1ﬂﬂq@a'1ﬁ5ﬂ

~

Hisournlng
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@ear oy ¥ed “ngu KU” ganh “ngu KUBJ”

aa
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voauuunuiisnnugaty Fufluunliudinuly
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rEpFEe) 608X 2 i
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waz (A3 7= 2 | Sallidesgasuuuauaesi
“ngu KUBJ” §manugndedusamsnaganii
“nau KU” soudhasainu nailidssduiisguh
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16y uadmst “ngu KU» anwianudilelu
doagaiaznarufudinges (filter) HlwHGou
sainsziinanfnuuinsifaanudualumaoy
nazidendunindssganall laediohinlafd
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o 4 '
A 5 WONA nqu e I Uue UIue BTI:)
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MRIFNTZ2 O .
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