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Research Paper

Acquisition of te form by Thai Learners of Japanese

Tewich Sawetaiyaram*

National Institute of Development Administration

Abstract

This present study investigates how Thai basic learners acquire the acquisition order
of te form and which factors have an impact on the learning of te form. Informants were
38 students at a basic level. 48 different verbs (12 verb types, 4 words for each type) were
selected to ask these learners to complete a verb completion task. The data were then analysed
by Decision Tree. Analysis indicates that the verbs which end with the — u type and — tsu
type were most performed in te inflections and the most difficult te inflections were the verbs
which end with the — ru type, — iru type and — kuru type. The study concludes that there are
a lot of Japanese verbs that end with the — ru sound and this made Thai learners confused.
To resolve this problem, the learners tried to generate some principles such as deleting — ru
and put tte at the end of a verb to conjugate the te form or using their background knowledge

which gained from reading a text or hearing their teacher’s use in the classroom.

Keywords: te inflections, Verb types, Thai learners, Verb completion task

* Corresponding author’s e-mail: sawetaiyaramtewich@ gmail.com
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correct 814 1485

Total 1000 1824

Verb Type

F3)=1 m“ 240, p<.001

| [
U;TSU MU ; BU ;KU ; GU ; SURU

| |
Node 1 Node 2

Category % n Category n
incorrect 4.3 13 m no_‘aow 1 J__ 89

SU ; ERU

Node 3

[Category % n

incorrect 2 0

|
RU; IRU ; KURU

Node 4

Category % n

incorrect 382 174

] 6

_correct =957 291 | correct 793 ;NLA.MA correct 61.8 282
Total 167 304 7304 Total 50 456

| [

Group Group Group

\»@num_.wco. p<.001 X)=1 m_.ﬁ:. p<.001 X vuw_.oma. <01

[ | | [ | [ L

Low MID HIGH LOW MID ; HIGH LOW ; MID HIGH
| | | | | | |
Node 5 Node 6 Node 7 Node 8 Node 9 Node 10 Node 11
Category % n Category % n Category % n Category % Category % n Category % omﬁmmoQ % n
incorrect 21.2 51 incorrect 108 28 incorrect 38 10 incorrect 354 incorrect 139 29 | [incorrect 43.3 incorrect mwm 44
“correct =78.8° 189| | correct=89.2 232 “correct’ 962 250 | | correct 64.6 _correct 86.1° 179°] | correct 56.7 1 “correct 718 112
Total 1 Total 143 260 Total 143 260 Total 53 h_ 114 208 | Total 164 300 Total 86 156
Verb Type
J¥(1)=7.846, p<.05
| |
RU IRU ; KURU
| |
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a o v «
MW 1 NaNITAUATIZNAIY Decision Tree
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incorrect un 0 32

| correct
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gamsBguimInumnIngl <
iUlATUNTUYINM 1 1N Node 0
guthqedudu Tasdanuims “dugpl < Aa”
o4l 339 %y Aouflu 18.69 veanavua nas
ANuAMs “dugl T gn” agil 1485 % Aaiflu
81.4% VoIV 1A1lATUNTUVEIBI1N Node
o lUfi Node 1 Node 2 Node 3 Node 4 ndn
fo fEsunmndilurninoszduduiouimaniu
mnseliiilug) T wandrl)musiindinge
pgNNUsMAYNNADA [ %(3) = 181.240,
p<.001] Tagenansnutseanilu 4 giluuy

~ o

§3asRiansanlas3uan Node 1
(— u uaz — tsu) ANWAMT “Huzl < Aa”
ogfi 13 33 Anilu 4.39% veanavua Az
M3 “wugl T gn” agjﬁl 201 n31 Aaiflu 95.7%
vosanua wulasunsnues Node 1 hilddins
yrwsneanll Failuaadviiui d3eurilne
ANNTORUAINTET — u UazAINGET — tsu |ApEa
gndosnaudsERudu-ae onanldh uidGeu
Auiuazianuamnsananiu g ulygain
UANISAINIIONUAINGET — u uAzAINIY — tsu
Ifgnga

ludiuves Node 2 (— mu — bu — ku
— gu uaz — suru) udeINYazuasisellil
Anudns “iugl < A ogil so asa Aaifly
11.79% YBIMINNA 1AANWANS “puz < gn”
ogii 671 731 Aniflu 88.3% oA TnufiFou
fifianuauisadeduduualinezidonaoy
upnERNURINIUBTAYMIEDA [ x *(2) = 36.900,
p<.001] Node 2 usngavoaniilu Node 5 Node 6
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uaz Node 7 @3l Node 5 UaAI18azdUAVDY

o A v o '
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@
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fin” ogfi 51 n%a Aaifly 21.29 vowtavua uas
awams “Augil T gn” ogii 189 %t Aaidly
78.89% YoaNanuA Node 6 UAAITBAzIBEAUDY
Ai3ussdudu-nana wuhiianudog “iugl <
Wa” agjﬁ 28 031 Aniflu 10.8% voaavua uaz
anwiinis “dugll T gn” ogil 232 a3 Aaidlu
89.29% UDINIMNA dIU Node 7 UAAITIHALITHA
voaFouszaudu-ga wuhdianuams “dugl
< fAn” agil 10 n%a Aaifl 3.89% veuianua
HazANUANS “fugll T gn” ag’ﬁ 250 A3
Al 96.29 vouaMuA MNWAGHETINA1IMN
pnnanldin dofFeurlnediszduniy
cnsomamndugetu vl liuiimine
— mu fAMN381 — bu AN — ku AN — gu
nasinien — suru ldgndeanindudae
aauoall Node 3 (= su uaz — eru)
nanenvaziduadadellil anwims “dugl <
fa” agil 63 a%1 Aniflu 20.79 voavuA uas
audms “Augl T gn” ogil 241 adh fin
fu 79.39% veaanua lasgFeuiiianuainan
uan@nnuiiuhivazidenaouuanaanied
NupdAgyneada [x (1) = 18.437, p<.001]
Node 3 ugndosoonilu Node 8 uaz Node 9
il Node 8 uamanwaziBuavearFouszay
Fu-a1a wuhenuins “dupl T Aa” egi
34 n31 Aaifly 35.4% vowiamua uazawd
ms “Augtl T gn” gt 62 A%y Ay 64.69%
vosnanua @ Node 9 nananuaziduaves
AiFtussdudu-naauazszaufi-ga Wyl
m3 “dugll T An” ogii 20 ads Aaiflu 13.09
YOIIHUA UAZANUENS “fugll T gn” eg
il 170 %1 Aoiflu 86.196 VouIMUA B1INAN
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AvuazEunniingen Node 10 foudueag
NYAZIBYAVDIITEUTTAUAU-A1UAZIZAUAU-NA
uazugngeveanilu Node 12 uaz Node 13
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o o
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